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How does your life reflect the life and teachings of Jesus?

It won’t take me 250 words to tell you how my life reflects the life of Jesus. It will only take 2. “It doesn’t.” I am a broken man 
who falls short of the life that God has in store for me on a daily basis while my Savior Jesus was a perfect man who flaw-
lessly fulfilled God’s plan for his life on this earth. 

While the essence of our lives are nothing alike, Jesus and I do share some similarities. Like my Savior, I love people and 
feed off of relationships. I am at my best when I am with others. Like Jesus, community is everything to me and relation-
ships are what makes me who I am. Like our Lord, I am madly in love with my children and often see more for them than 
they see for themselves. I know that I fail to live the life that Jesus lived. Yet I also know, through his teachings, that my bro-
ken life, because of his perfect life, has been redeemed. And that’s a message that both fills my heart with joy and inspires 
me to share Jesus’ life and teachings with the world.

How are you intentional in your study of Scripture, your prayers, and your worship?

As a priest and a pastor, I am called to be a vehicle of God’s love and an instrument of God’s grace. Left to myself, that is 
an impossible task. If I don’t feed myself first, I will have nothing fruitful to offer others. I am keenly aware of my need for 
God’s presence in my day to day life. Frankly, I’m too busy NOT to pray. 

I am sustained by my weekly Wednesday time block, set aside to read and study Scripture as I prayerfully seek the places 
where the Living Word of God intersects my daily life. In that intersection, the Scriptures offer me deep opportunities for 
transformation and growth. I am also formed by writing, as I use weekly journaling as a way to listen and respond to God’s 
still, small voice. Music is a gift to me and I listen to it daily as a way to worship. Praise and Worship Chapel with the chil-
dren in our Day School fills me with joy. 

I am not a master at study, prayer, or worship. I fall short of the high expectations I set for myself. And when I am anxious 
and afraid, when I hear myself complaining more than creating, I realize that my life is telling me that I have neglected my 
spiritual disciplines. By intentionally returning to study, prayer, and worship, my heart is filled once again, and my life is 
rich and “out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth will speak.” 

How do you proclaim by word and example God’s saving love revealed in Jesus Christ?

One of my favorite Bible stories is the man born blind in John’s Gospel (chapter 9). As the Pharisees, the disciples, and even 
the parents of the blind man try and figure out whose sin caused this man’s blindness, it’s the man himself who speaks the 
simple truth about God’s saving love revealed in Jesus Christ. “One thing I do know. I was blind and now I see.” 

Because of my Savior, I am redeemed, and by His grace I can see the world through the lens of my own redemption. 
Though I fall short often, I seek to proclaim that my story is the same as the blind man’s. I was broken and am now, because 
of my Savior, made whole. The story of my own redemption is one that only I can tell. If I choose not to tell it, it won’t be 
told. So with a passion that comes from having been broken and made whole, I proudly proclaim that I was lost and now 
am found. I was blind and now I see. 

When I fail to offer the world around me the saving love and forgiveness that has been given to me, I humbly say “I’m sorry 
God.” And every time I ask for forgiveness, I find the wide open arms of my Savior Jesus, welcoming me home and opening 
my eyes to another chance to share my story of His redeeming love with the world.  



In what ways do you participate in reaching out to serve people in your community and throughout the world?

I have been blessed to be a part of some wonderful and intentional opportunities to reach out in service to my community 
and to the world. As Chair of “Frontera Unida”, serving alongside the Rio Grande Valley and Northern Mexico Episcopal 
clergy and congregations as we seek to create fruitful and sustainable ministry is exciting to me.  

The community of St. Alban’s leads and runs the Harlingen Neighborhood Food Pantry which feeds over 200 families a 
week and simultaneously feeds my soul. A recent mission trip with my wife to Haiti, along with several San Antonio area 
churches, not only reignited my love for World Missions, it also marked the beginning of the process to adopt our beautiful 
future daughter, Angeline.  

Each of these opportunities to give back to others has blessed me infinitely more than those I’ve been blessed to serve.  
Author and Philosopher Howard Thurman said, “Don’t ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what makes you 
come alive. Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” Helping people find the place that makes them 
come alive, is what makes me come alive. Serving others, out of the overflow of a heart that is full of gratitude is where life 
is found. When we find that place where we love to give back we realize that Jesus’ sending forth of his disciples through 
the Great Commission was not only to bring God’s love to the world, but to bless those who delivered it!   

What specifically do you do to foster a reconciled relationship with God and all people?

My favorite part of being a priest is serving communion. It’s not the reading of the Eucharistic prayers or the incredible 
honor it is to say the words that Jesus instituted on the night before he died, but the actual part where I place the Body of 
Christ into the hands of those kneeling at the foot of the cross. That sacramental act of placing a sign of God’s perfect gift 
into the hands of God’s broken children is the most powerful part of my ministry.  In that moment we are at our absolute 
best.  

Those who receive the gift are kneeling and quiet, humble and open as they reach out their hands and make a throne on 
which the Body of Christ, our King is placed. And by God’s grace I, too, am at my best as I see the community to whom I 
distribute the Body of Christ through the lens in which Christ sees them and I love them, not through my own flawed love, 
but through Christ’s perfect love. In that sacred moment, I love them just as they are, the way Jesus loves them, without 
judgement. By participating in the reconciled relationship between Christ and his Church, I am deeply reconciled myself 
and I get a snapshot of the reconciled life God calls us to live. My broken hands play a small part in God’s redemption and 
restoration in the world. What an honor! What an unbelievably humbling gift!

Describe: 
 A.  Your theology of leadership
 B.  Your strengths as a leader
 C.  Your strengths in administration

A) Leadership is being the change you seek from the inside out. Jesus was an effective leader, not because he told his follow-
ers how to live, but because he modeled that life for them. One of the gifts Jesus had as a leader was his passion for the idea 
of developing others to be leaders too. I share that passion. 

B)  Helping others find the place that makes them come alive is one of my greatest strengths. While I was born to lead, I 
excel as a leader by bringing people together to collaborate and grow as a community. I love building great teams, and mul-
tiple perspectives gives a community the best chance to thrive. I seek inclusion over exclusion and choose to lead through 
consent and connectedness rather than power and control.  
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C)  As an administrator I am not afraid to make tough decisions. I see challenges and opportunities where some may see 
issues or problems. I am a visionary leader who can see the big picture, yet I am extremely strategic and focused on the 
details needed to reach that vision. While I often challenge and motivate others, my love for people and my desire to learn 
from them calls me to slow down and coach them without pushing too hard or too fast. I was put on this earth to love 
people as they are, to lead them where they cannot go alone, and to learn from them along the way.  

What are the primary challenges that you see facing the Episcopal Church today and how would you lead the 
Diocese through those challenges?

We are an aging church. Most congregations aren’t exploding with young people. Sports complexes are packed on Sunday 
mornings while church parking lots are often empty. The average Sunday attendance in our diocese has declined by 18.5 
percent from 2002 to 2012. Spending Sunday morning in a church is no longer a cultural priority. The greatest challenge 
facing the Church today is the perception of irrelevancy. The message Christ calls us to share with the world is just as life 
changing as it was 2,000 years ago.  

Yet, a large portion of our culture is unaware of the power of this message, or perhaps far worse, apathetic. Opening the 
doors and hoping people will join us for worship does not work anymore. The Church needs to leave the building to create 
and foster relationships with the world outside her doors. Rekindling the gift of God in our communities will take new 
ways of thinking. I am blessed to be a part of a network of Leadership Coaches and Consultants who have decades of expe-
rience helping organizations reach their communities.  

Whether as Rector of St. Alban’s or Bishop of the Diocese, I want to collaborate with clergy and lay leaders to be a part of 
conversations that challenge and equip us to share Christ’s changeless message of love with the world. Often our great-
est growth occurs as a response to our greatest challenges. I look forward to being a part of a new season of spiritual and 
numerical growth in our diocese.

Where have you had to grow so that the Church could grow?

In my first four years as Rector at St. Alban’s our community grew by over 35 percent. Whatever small part I played in that 
growth was due in large part to my charisma and energy, not my leadership and wisdom. I knew this was unsustainable. I 
needed help and more importantly, I asked for it. I was introduced to a 52-week practice-oriented leadership program de-
signed to hold a mirror in front of me as I stood face to face with my gaps as a leader. Where were my espoused values not 
in line with my actual behavior? Where was I relying on my God given strengths while ignoring my gaps as a leader? This 
journey to self discovery was painful at times. Shining a light on my weaknesses as a leader is not easy.  

Today, St. Alban’s continues to grow. I am blessed to serve, not as the shining star of the community, but as the Head Coach 
of a fantastic team of capable leaders. The growth we now experience is sustainable. We are a collaborative community with 
diverse theological opinions who share a united desire to serve our Risen Lord and share his message with the world. My 
charisma and energy, along with my new tools and hard-learned-lessons, continue to shape me. I am intimately connected 
to the community I serve. As I grow, so will they.  I have much to learn as a leader and look forward to a lifetime of chal-
lenging and rewarding growth.  
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