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Biographical Data

Name:    Ramiro Eduardo Lopez, Jr. (Ram)

Date of birth:   February 21, 1964

Place of birth:   Corpus Christi, Texas

Name of spouse:   Kendra Morgan Lopez

Names/ages of children:  Christopher (18), John Michael (15)

College and degree(s):  Texas State University, 
    B.A. History (1988)

Seminary and degree(s):  University of the South, M.Div. (1995)
    
Other education experiences: 

University of the South School of Theology, currently enrolled in the 
Doctor of Ministry program

Vocational/professional experience other than ordination:

•	 Academic Advisor, Del Mar College, Corpus Christi, Texas
•	 Service Dept., Chuck Nash Chevrolet, San Marcos, Texas

Experience in the ordained ministry:

•	 Assistant Rector, St. Alban’s, Harlingen, 1995-1998
•	 Assistant Rector, St. John’s, McAllen, 1998-2002
•	 Church Planter / Vicar, St. Peter and St. Paul, Mission, 1998-2003
•	 Assistant Rector / Rector, St. George, San Antonio, 2004-present

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 Deputy / Alternate to General Convention
•	 Standing Committee of the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Executive Board of the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Camps and Conferences in the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Board of Trustees, TMI - The Episcopal School of Texas
•	 Recovery Ministries
•	 Board of Trustees - the University of the South

What do you do for recreation?

Walking around our family ranch, hunting, fishing, spending time with 
my family, watching football (especially TMI), cheering for the San 
Antonio Spurs
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How does your life reflect the life and teachings of Jesus?

“Work in progress.” This phrase best describes how my life reflects the life and teachings of Jesus. I believe deeply that God 
is actively transforming each of us daily. I am a work in progress. I continually reflect on the life Jesus lived and work to see 
through his eyes the people and world around me.

The Serenity Prayer has a line which is not often spoken: “...taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have 
it...” This has shaped me in profound ways. I am continually learning to set aside all my own expectations of how things 
ought to be and to look for God’s activity in the world around me in order to join in that work.

As a person who is active in the recovery community, I am able to encounter many different people who have experienced 
being broken at many levels of their lives. Many of them have resentments against the Church. I live my recovery and my 
life in ways that reflect Jesus’ love and mercy. When the opportunity presents, I share a teaching of Jesus with people in 
ways that would strengthen their recovery. I do not do this perfectly - as I wrote, I am a work in progress - but I am always 
aware of my baptismal call to “proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.” (Book of Common Prayer, 
pg. 305)

How are you intentional in your study of Scripture, your prayers, and your worship?

I have learned through my doctor of ministry studies at Sewanee that “study is prayer.” This awareness has transformed 
my understanding of planning and preparing for leading the liturgy and for preaching. I recognize these weekly duties as 
practices that play an active role in my spiritual formation.

In approaching this planning and preparation, I begin with an awareness that God’s Spirit is already active in the hearts and 
minds of the worshipping community - including me. I ponder daily what the Spirit of God wants to do at St. George. This 
helps me to see the Spirit’s activity in and around me which in turn shapes my ministry. All of this culminates with a joyful 
worship experience for me, even as I lead and preach on a Sunday morning.

Other intentional spiritual practices include a time of prayer when I awake, reading various devotionals, reading the daily 
office, arriving at the office early to reflect and pray in the early morning quiet, and spending quiet time away at our family 
ranch or at the beach. I do not do all these practices at the same time. But they are all a part of my “spiritual toolkit,” as the 
Big Book of AA puts it, and I have found that varying my practices from time to time is helpful.

How do you proclaim by word and example God’s saving love revealed in Jesus Christ?

I offered a glimpse in one of the ways that I proclaim by word and example God’s saving love revealed in Jesus Christ in 
question one. Another way I do this is by participation in our day school’s morning worship. During this time we use 
an abbreviated form of Morning Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer and have short readings from the Bible which 
are thematically driven. St. George Episcopal School, like all Episcopal Schools, is open to students of all religious back-
grounds, and we are blessed by their presence and celebrate it. We also have our share of those who have no church affilia-
tion but recognize the role faith can play in their student’s lives.

It has been my sacred task to preach many a sermon to our students and often their parents. Each day there are four 
distinct worshipping congregations: four and five year olds, first through fifth grade, middle school and staff, faculty and 
a few parents. Preaching and leading worship among this diverse age group amidst all the diversity of students and adults 
can often be daunting. However, I have made it clear for many years that we will claim our Christian faith and Episcopalian 
ways of living out that faith in our chapel while still remaining respectful and non-proselytizing. The opportunity to walk 
alongside students and their parents and teachers is a gift from God that blesses me even as I serve among them.



In what ways do you participate in reaching out to serve people in your community and throughout the world?

One of the great joys of serving at St. George is the way this community is into serving our community and the world. We 
provided support to the drilling of water wells in Honduras and locally to Christian Assistance Ministry (CAM). In suc-
ceeding years, St. George has partnered with a local public school to provide backpacks and school supplies to severely 
underprivileged students; through the efforts of our school, we built a school in Haiti; provided space to a large number of 
recovery support groups; and have seen a growing number of individual and small group mission efforts in the San Anto-
nio area.

What is important to note is that I did not create any of these efforts. My role has been to tell that story of mission both 
locally and abroad and to not let worshippers forget that as followers of Jesus Christ we are called to serve the world in his 
name. While I have participated personally in some local outreach endeavors and mission trips to the Texas-Mexican bor-
der, the timing has not been right for me to go on an international trip. It is my hope to visit Haiti and see the school built 
by the gifts of the St. George community. In the meantime, I feel called to continue to preach mission as a response to God’s 
grace given to us, to give towards mission work at home and abroad and something in which each member of Christ’s body 
can participate in one way or another.

What specifically do you do to foster a reconciled relationship with God and all people?

One of the true gifts of the program of recovery is the use of daily personal inventories. As I have grown in my use of this 
particular gift I can see clearly what stands in the way of a deeper relationship with God and with others. This process of 
reflection and confession has opened to me a willingness to become more open to those who are of a different theological 
persuasion than me. In removing the obstacles to relationship I have become more able to listen more openly to others.

Last fall a number of us from St. George participated with other congregations in a listening process centered on the bless-
ing of same-sex unions. I found the conversation to be a time of encountering the Spirit of God among us in spite of our 
theological differences. I experienced the power of active listening and engagement in bridging the divides between us. I 
found the same to be true as I participated in the “Reclaiming the Gospel of Peace” Conference in Oklahoma City earlier 
this year. The active listening and engagement helped me find common ground in understanding how we as a Church can 
work toward peace with others whose political and theological beliefs of owning firearms is different than my own. This 
practice of daily reflection, confession, active listening and engaging with others who are different than me are how I work 
to foster a reconciled relationship with God and others.

Describe: 
 A.  Your theology of leadership
 B.  Your strengths as a leader
 C.  Your strengths in administration

A) Leadership is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that St. Paul lists. Leadership is a sacred trust. It is a calling that is to be 
exercised and stretched through learning new skills so it does not stagnate. Leadership is casting forward vision, walking 
and working alongside others on the journey forward, and encouraging those who are lagging behind. Leadership is most 
effective when it is based on following Jesus.

B) One of my strengths as a leader is building partnerships. St. George, with as diverse a population as it has among the 
school and church families, is a vibrant place because we have committed to building partnerships. I have witnessed the 
transformational power of building relationships and consensus at St. George. From our recent building campaign to our 
joint efforts for our school supplies drive earlier this year, the partnership we have is changing lives.
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C) One of my strengths in administration is acknowledging my weaknesses. I have learned to find staff members who bring 
complementary gifts to the congregation. While this can often lead to lively staff meetings, I find that the creative energy of 
the back and forth among all of us as colleagues produces innovative ministry.

What are the primary challenges that you see facing the Episcopal Church today and how would you lead the 
Diocese through those challenges?

The primary challenge of the Episcopal Church today is developing biblically and theologically reflective leadership. We 
need to equip new leaders across all orders of ministry - laity, bishops, priests, and deacons. We need leaders who are 
deeply formed by their experience of worship and a vibrant study of the Bible. We need leaders who have been transformed 
by their participation in local and global mission and ministry. We need leaders who have had life-long exposure to the 
Scriptures and have had chances to learn to think and reflect theologically.

I would lead through this challenge by finding ways to strengthen and encourage life-long spiritual formation at the local 
level. That would mean, in some cases, congregations creating learning partnerships. It would mean continuing to invest in 
our camps and conferences programs, which form so many of our young people for future leadership. It would mean help-
ing clergy access theologically-based continuing education opportunities. Addressing this challenge will be a long-term 
process of changing the current culture of the Church.

I see this as the primary challenge because some of our conversations about hot-button issues, such as human sexuality 
or what to do about the epidemic of violence in our culture, need to be rooted more deeply in a theological and biblical 
context. Conflict has always been a part of the Christian faith. But it is important for our witness to Christ Jesus how we 
undertake our discussion of controversial topics and honor the Christ in our discussion partners.

Where have you had to grow so that the Church could grow?

The area of growth for me since I have been at St. George is recognizing that I can share duties of ministry. As a church 
planter in Mission it was always tempting to try to do as much work as I could do. A faithful member of the “mission in 
Mission” and a good friend said to me one day as I was juggling a variety of duties, “You do only the things you can do. Let 
us do the rest.” This still resonates for me.

As the complexity of ministry has grown here at St. George, I have learned that it is perfectly acceptable to ask for and re-
ceive help. I have learned to let go of multitasking. I have learned to invest my energy in where God is working in a particu-
lar moment in time. This is easier when I let others exercise their passion for ministry.

It is addition by subtraction: the more I allow others to share the ministry load, the greater our faith and community grows.  
I find that I am not diminished by sharing the ministry load. Rather, I am more greatly fulfilled in my work and in my life.  
In other words, I have grown in my ability to “let go and let God.” I do not do this perfectly. But I am aware of how much 
stronger the Body of Christ is when each member offers the gifts that God has provided them to offer for the sake of the 
whole.  
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