
The Rev. Jim Nelson

Biographical Data

Name:    Jim Nelson

Date of birth:   October 6, 1949

Place of birth:   Woodward, Oklahoma

Name of spouse:   Linda R. Nelson

Names/ages of children:  Tricia A. Woodliff (39)

College and degree(s):  Oklahoma State University, B.A. (1971)

Seminary and degree(s):  Virginia Theological Seminary, M.Div. (1989)
    
Other education experiences: 

Naval Courses in Security and Confidentiality
Course work in Accounting, Phillips University, Enid, Oklahoma

Vocational/professional experience other than ordination:

•	 Broadcaster, two years, United States Navy
•	 Four years in the Security Group
•	 Restaurant ownership and management for six years
•	 Automobile dealership management for five years

Experience in the ordained ministry: 

•	 Curate / Rector Church of the Resurrection, Oklahoma City  
(Diocese of Oklahoma), 1989-2000

•	 Rector, Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Friendswood, Texas (Diocese of Texas), 
2000-2011

•	 Rector, St. John’s, McAllen, Texas (Diocese of West Texas), 2011-present

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 Regional Dean (Dioceses of West Texas and Texas)
•	 Deputy to Provincial Synod (Diocese of Oklahoma)
•	 Executive Board (Dioceses of West Texas and Texas)
•	 Bishop Quinn Foundation Board (Diocese of Texas)
•	 Discernment Committee in the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Priest Mentor in the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Board member of Good Samaritan Community Services (Diocese of West Texas)
•	 Phoenix Counseling Center board member (Diocese of Oklahoma)

What do you do for recreation?

I have enjoyed quite a number of hobbies over the years, but most recently, I enjoy  
sailing, and I am a struggling but ever-hopeful avid golfer.



The Rev. Jim Nelson

How does your life reflect the life and teachings of Jesus? 

What a humbling question. My relationship with Jesus is one of gratitude. I am so thankful for His life and guidance in His 
teachings, and I pray that out of this gratitude I reflect His love. I find joy in leading others deeper in their relationship with 
God. I believe that everything in life is designed to teach us about our relationship with God, if we have eyes to see and 
ears to hear. To me, it’s obvious that Jesus believed this as well. I find joy in leading others to understand this basic concept.  
Though my reflection of Jesus in this is often difficult for others to recognize, I pray that others might see Him through His 
love reflected dimly in me as I seek to live out this understanding.

How are you intentional in your study of Scripture, your prayers, and your worship?

I think that when God called me to ordained ministry He did so as much out of pity for me as much as for any other 
reason. He knew my lack of discipline, and so he gave me a vocation whereby I would turn to Scripture for guidance daily.  
God charged me with leadership and the subsequent anxiety of the overwhelming nature of that charge which would drive 
me daily to seek His direction for my life through daily prayer both organized and in personal conversations with Him. Of 
course, as a priest and a rector, I’m called to lead worship. But, worshipping our creator is where I’m fed, and just like I rel-
ish the idea of a good meal, I look forward with joy to opportunities for worship.

How do you proclaim by word and example God’s saving love revealed in Jesus Christ?

Tony Campolo wrote “The Kingdom of God is a Party.” I believe that God’s plan for humanity is death > life > party. The 
sooner we die to self and live for God, the sooner we join in the joy. God wants joy (not necessarily happiness which de-
pends upon happenstance) for all of us. No greater proclamation of God’s saving love in Christ is there than joyful Chris-
tians. Not only should people say, “Look at those Christians how they love one another” but also, “Look at those Christians 
how joyful they are!” I find joy in Jesus as my savior, and I pray that my words and everyday demeanor serve as an example 
of that joy to others. As a priest in the Church my greatest joy is the realization that, for whatever reason, I’ve been called to 
visibly be God’s “stand in” and speak on His behalf to others.  

In what ways do you participate in reaching out to serve people in your community and throughout the world?

When asked where we are supposed to get food to feed these people, Jesus told his disciples “You feed them.” If you wear 
the title Christian you serve Christ’s children. This is the difference between a chapel and a church. The residents of a 
chapel seek to be fed; the members of a church also seek to feed. I want to be a church member and engage in the joy of 
feeding others. 

As a priest and rector I cannot use “I” in answering this question. It’s always “we”, I’m never alone. We feed the hungry 
monthly through a food pantry in which we both provide a meal for 350 people and give out boxes of food as well. We 
participate in Good Samaritan Community Services to give underprivileged young people hope through opportunities 
to increase knowledge, service, and self-esteem in their lives. We have yearly (with some exceptions) traveled to Central 
America on both medical and construction missionary opportunities. We have engaged in the Texas Border flood of people 
coming across the border by providing hygiene, food, backpacks, and other items along with volunteering in the durable 
crisis. We participate in Open Table, a program to raise people from poverty and perhaps homelessness to a fulfilling self-
sustaining life.



What specifically do you do to foster a reconciled relationship with God and all people?

I think that what I do more than anything is to strive to keep the main thing the main thing. When a person or community 
places great priority on the Great Commission and simply goes into the world and makes disciples, secondary issues are far 
less fracturing. Every relationship with God begins with reconciliation. 

As we know, God is continually at work reconciling the world to Himself. I do my best, as a priest and rector, to foster 
reconciliation through a healthy parish environment. I strive to offer a place of sanctuary for equipping others to deal with 
the issues of life in an atmosphere of love, security, and support. I find sanctuary in Jesus. What I am trying to say is simple; 
every Christian should be a walking base in the game of tag called “life.” In tag there are chasers, chasees, and a base. We’ve 
all been chasers, busily chasing the things of life like money, youth, etc. We’ve all been chasees, being chased by fear and 
anxiety. When a person is in touch with the base they know they are safe. They know as well, however, that they cannot 
simply escape to that base but must reenter the fray after being equipped and reinvigorated. Once we have embraced God’s 
desire for us to be reconciled, we are called to be an agent of that reconciliation in the everyday.   

Describe: 
 A.  Your theology of leadership
 B.  Your strengths as a leader
 C.  Your strengths in administration

Leadership has been for me a team understanding. Even Christ led with a team and expressed the model of Church as a 
body with each member doing his/her part. The model for leadership might be that which is found in our worship, a team 
under God’s direction with each minister doing her or his unique and necessary part with authority and responsibility but 
with the celebrant leading forward.  

As we point toward and seek to live into God’s vision for us, it must be towards a commonly held future. God has provided 
each individual, each parish community, and each diocese a unique vision of who we are. The bishop, as leader, is both the 
keeper of and passionate promoter of God’s vision. My strength as a leader and my strength in administration is I believe, 
very much the same; I know who I am and who I am not. This might be a gift of age and experience. I’ve succeeded and I’ve 
failed and over the course of time, and hopefully, I’ve learned why. I am a big-picture person and maybe even a visionary, 
but I am not a person given to “detail.” And because I’m aware of this, I surround myself with people who are tuned into 
detail. I need people to fill in my gaps, and I’m thankful for the ones that say to me, “Yes, but did you think about….”  

What are the primary challenges that you see facing the Episcopal Church today and how would you lead the 
Diocese through those challenges?

I think the primary challenge facing the Episcopal Church today is trusting in the Resurrection. This isn’t a phrase that I 
coined but having heard it from an unknown source, I wonder if it’s not true. Think about it. Can you imagine what you 
would do if you KNEW, really knew, that you could not fail! The adventures we would have! 

So, if we have a clear understanding of God’s vision for us and we don’t move towards it, it means that, at least to some 
extent, we do not trust God. I know this, that if we believe we are doing something on behalf of God, as soon as we begin to 
follow that understanding we have, in that moment, succeeded. Secondarily, the Episcopal Church needs to remember the 
primary thing is to go into the world and make disciples. The primary thing isn’t to get caught up in secondary issues, as 
worthy as they may be. When we allow secondary issues (whatever they may be) to become primary, they are 100 percent 
of the time, divisive. And when the Church is divided, Satan laughs because even in our passion over what may be a worthy 
issue, we have turned away from the Great Commission. I’m aware that the challenge in what I’ve said is dealing effectively, 
faithfully, and prayerfully about those secondary issues. They simply cannot take center stage.  
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Where have you had to grow so that the Church could grow?

It all has to do with relationship. I’ve had to grow spiritually in relationship with Christ so that I could lead more deeply 
into a relationship that I better understood. I’ve had to grow in self-knowledge so that I wouldn’t be my own worst enemy 
in terms of growth of the Church. I had to let go of the hidden agenda that it’s all about me. I’m still growing (I pray) in this 
way. In that same regard I’ve had to grow in understanding of who I’m not so that I could supply what is needed, in terms 
of leadership, outside of me. And I’ve had to grow in comfort with myself. I’ve had to grow in knowledge of visionary lead-
ership. And I have had to constantly grow in terms of where the church is now and what has got us to this point.  
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