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Biographical Data

Name:    David Glenn Read

Date of birth:   May 18, 1965

Place of birth:   Winston-Salem, North Carolina

Name of spouse:   Jacqueline C. Read (Jacqui)

Names/ages of children:  Amy Grace (20), William Aidan (17)

College and degree(s):  Texas State University, B.A. (1988)

Seminary and degree(s):  Virginia Theological Seminary, M.Div. (1992)
    
Other education experiences: 

Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, studies toward a D. Min. in  
Congregational Development

Vocational/professional experience other than ordination:

•	 Veterinary Technician
•	 College Peer Minister
•	 Restaurant dishwasher and busboy

Experience in the ordained ministry:

•	 Rector, St. Paul’s, Brady, Texas, and Vicar, Good Shepherd, Eden, Texas, 1992-1995
•	 Rector, St. Francis, Victoria, Texas, 1995-1998
•	 Rector, St. Helena’s, Boerne, Texas, 1998-2009
•	 Rector, St. Luke’s, San Antonio, Texas, 2009-present

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 Deputy to General Convention 5 times, Alternate 1 time
•	 Member of the Legislative Committee on Ministry at General Convention
•	 Member of the Committee on Dispatch of Business for General Convention
•	 Development Committee of the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Standing Committee of the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Secretary of the Diocese
•	 Trustee, Episcopal Church Corporation in West Texas
•	 Executive Board of the Diocese of West Texas
•	 Chair, Department of Camps and Conferences
•	 Dean and chaplain at Camp Capers and Mustang Island Family Camp
•	 Spiritual Director for Cursillo, Happening and Vocare
•	 Dean, Central and Eastern Convocations
•	 Department of Congregational Development - Transitional Congregations  

Committee 
 



(National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities, continued)

•	 Department of Stewardship - Capital Campaigns Committee
•	 Gathering of Leaders - presenter, chaplain, preacher, and theologian

What do you do for recreation?

Exercise at the YMCA; watch baseball; fish, travel, and garden
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The Rev. David Glenn Read

How does your life reflect the life and teachings of Jesus?

At my baptism, confirmation, and ordinations, I vowed to follow Jesus Christ. I take these vows seriously. Being a disciple 
of Jesus Christ is the core of my identity. Throughout my ordained ministry, I have begun each Sunday morning in prayer 
at the altar, long before anyone else arrives at church. In addition to praying for my family and congregation, each Sunday 
I intentionally recommit myself to follow Jesus Christ, and ask for the strength and guidance to do so. That private prayer 
time at the altar each Sunday helps me tap into the riches of God’s grace as I carry out ministry throughout the week. 
Though I will always fall short of perfectly reflecting the life and teachings of Jesus, I know I can only reflect Christ if I am 
in a vibrant relationship with Christ.

I love to preach the Gospel, and work to deliver sermons that help listeners apply Jesus’ teaching to their daily lives. I am 
blessed to serve a congregation with a large school, which regularly allows me to tell children how much God loves them.
I enjoy teaching, especially studies of Scripture. I lead classes throughout the year.

I am intentional about serving the poor, and lead my congregation to put their faith into action outside our walls. I am an 
optimistic person. I am optimistic because I have experienced the power of God who raises the dead, transforms lives, and 
heals the broken. I am optimistic about the future of The Episcopal Church. 

How are you intentional in your study of Scripture, your prayers, and in your worship?

Scripture is my daily bread. I try to begin each day with my coffee, Bible, and calendar. I study the lessons for the day, and 
read Forward Day by Day. I journal regularly. Journaling helps me reflect on how the Spirit, moving through a passage of 
Scripture, is illuminating something in my life and ministry. I pray my way through the items on my daily calendar, asking 
God to give me wisdom, grace, and the mind of Christ today.

I keep a prayer list in my pocket next to my heart. I try to be an intentional intercessor. When someone asks me to pray for 
them, I add their name to the list, and lift them up to God in my prayers.

Each Thursday at 7:00 a.m. there is a celebration of the Holy Eucharist at St. Luke’s Church. I regularly attend this ser-
vice when I am not the celebrant. This allows me to worship when I am not leading. It is a joy to sit in a pew with faithful 
people, worship the Lord, and be fed by the sacrament.

I bolster my prayer life by reading from the lives of saints, works by Henri Nouwen and others, and chapters from The Rule 
of the Society of St. John the Evangelist.

“You cannot teach what you do not know; cannot lead where you do not go; cannot give what you do not have.” That saying 
sits on my desk. It reminds me of the importance of prayer and Bible study in my life.
  
How do you proclaim by word and example God’s saving love revealed in Jesus Christ?

Throughout my ministry in West Texas, the chief venue for proclaiming God’s saving love has been in parish ministry. It is 
a great privilege to preach the Good News of God’s love, and to celebrate the sacraments of the new covenant several times 
each week. I love ordained ministry. I cannot imagine doing anything more richly rewarding or more challenging.

I have a passion for helping children know how much God truly loves them. I want them to feel fully welcome in God’s 
house and at God’s table. That passion has drawn me to serve with joy at Camp Capers and Mustang Island Family Camps 
for years. It has also led me to create worship services which are user-friendly to children, youth, and families.

I have a passion for ministry with college students. I am an active Christian today because of college ministry in this 
diocese. Jacqui and I frequently feed students in our home, and support Vocare and college retreats because they made a 
difference in our lives.



I have a passion for ministering to those who are new to the Christian Faith, or who have been away from church for years.  
I strive to proclaim God’s love in ways that unchurched people can experience it. I have worked hard to lead congregations 
to reach out to those who do not have a church home, and incorporate them into new life in Christ. It is incredibly reward-
ing to see Christ transforming lives both inside and outside the congregation. 

In what ways do you participate in reaching out to serve people in your community and throughout the world?

Engaging in service to those outside the walls of our church building is transforming work. Mission and service transforms 
the lives of those who receive it, but it also powerfully transforms the hearts of individuals and congregations who perform 
it. This ministry is life-changing because it is what Jesus calls us to do. 

I find world mission ministry fulfilling. I have served on and led many teams. Together we have built homes in Northern 
Mexico and ministered to orphans in Haiti. I have also had the privilege of preaching the Gospel and leading Vacation 
Bible School in Uganda. Those experiences were transforming and spiritually energizing for me, and for the congregations 
I served, as Christ worked in and through us.

I have worked hard to help congregations I serve shift our attention from minor inner problems to great external opportu-
nities. With lots of help from various members of our church and school, we have created opportunities for parishioners to 
put their faith into action. From building Habitat houses, to food drives, to feeding Thanksgiving dinner to the homeless 
on the streets of San Antonio, we have worked hard to practice Jesus’ mandate to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, invite 
neighbors, and share resources.  

I have found that mission and outreach are great opportunities for multiple congregations, of varying shapes and sizes, to 
collaborate on something none of us could do well alone. Most teams I have led have been composed of faithful people 
from multiple congregations and denominations. 
   
What specifically do you do to foster a reconciled relationship with God and all people?

Reconciliation is at the heart of the Gospel. I make my personal confession very regularly. I use the Litany of Penitence 
from the Ash Wednesday liturgy to guide my self-reflection and confession. This year Jacqui and I celebrated the 23rd an-
niversary of our marriage. Marriage has taught me a lot about grace, mercy, forgiveness, and reconciliation. We do our best 
not to let the sun go down on our anger.  

I have introduced the consensus-building process at vestry meetings and in other settings in several parishes. The process 
of consensus-building allows everyone to be heard, values each person, and allows much more room for the Holy Spirit to 
work and be heard. This process has created a living example of reconciliation for the parish.  

I believe Jesus’ teaching found in Matthew 18:15-20 is an incredibly practical model for congregations and individual 
Christians. The vestry and I have adopted this teaching, and lifted it up to our congregation, as a model for reconciliation 
in a Christian community. It takes much courage to practice it. However, applying it in even small ways makes the whole 
congregation healthier.

I am privileged to serve a large church, with a large school, who share facilities, personnel, and resources. The experience 
has taught me that unity requires intentional effort on a weekly basis. The human temptations toward competition and ter-
ritorialism can be overcome by a commitment to a shared common vision, good communication, and reconciliation. The 
work of reconciliation is worth the effort. 
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Describe: 
 A.  Your theology of leadership
 B.  Your strengths as a leader
 C.  Your strengths in administration

People need a sense of direction, and a direction that makes sense. One role of leaders is to hold up a compelling vision of 
the future. Christian leaders develop vision through discernment, asking God, “What are you calling us to do and be in this 
part of your Kingdom?” Vision is refined by listening to the Christian community, and hearing where God is already mov-
ing. The bishop must love people and congregations where they are, and remind them God is calling them to be more than 
they are by holding up that vision. 

Episcopal bishops and parish priests have authority, but little power. We do not have power to give many orders or man-
dates. The power to lead comes from being in trusting relationships with clergy and people. Developing deep relationships 
gives clergy leadership capital.

I am a “big picture” person. I work to see how the many facets of the church connect. I spend one day a month in reflection 
and prayer out of the office to see this big picture. I am mission-oriented. Focusing on the mission helps unify all the parts 
and prioritize the investment of resources. I dream big, and I am patient. I am a strategic planner, and have experience in 
congregational development and church growth.  

My experience in leading a large church and large school has increased my administrative skills. I have experience in devel-
oping strong staff teams, administering large budgets, and setting goals as the organization grows. I delegate well, and avoid 
micro-managing.  

What are the primary challenges you see facing the Episcopal Church today and how would you lead the Diocese 
through those challenges?

Understanding human sexuality as children of God has challenged the Episcopal Church for decades. Recently, the autho-
rization for trial use of liturgies for same-sex blessings has been the main topic of that ongoing conversation. That conver-
sation is not going away.  It is an important conversation in our church and culture. I believe the General Convention of 
2015 will remove the “trial use” language of same gender blessings. Each diocese will then discern the question of their use 
within their local context.  

Thanks to the leadership of Bishop Lillibridge, we have learned at our Diocesan Councils that we will not best discern a 
way forward through “winner-take-all” resolutions. We have learned we are theologically diverse, and faithful Christians 
can disagree on a variety of issues, yet remain at the Lord’s table.  

I believe the role of the next bishop is to stand in the middle of our wonderful diversity, have a generous pastoral response 
to all people, and develop consensus among clergy and laity of a way forward that keeps everyone at the table. If I were 
called to be bishop, that is what I would humbly strive to do.

A second critical challenge is learning to share the Gospel in a rapidly changing culture. The Gospel does not change, but 
how we proclaim it and how we do ministry must evolve to be relevant to each generation. We will need to learn new skills, 
try new approaches, make hard decisions, and courageously engage our communities if we are to be relevant.
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Where have you had to grow so that the Church could grow?

There is not enough room here to list all the ways I have had to grow. I have learned I cannot do ministry by myself. I have 
learned to constantly balance my vocation to marriage and family with my vocation to the priesthood. Sometimes I do 
that well, sometimes I do not. I have had to learn to really trust the Holy Spirit. I have learned that if it is God’s will for my 
congregation to take on or continue a ministry, God will provide the way.  

As congregations have grown, I have had to learn to shift my priorities and focus on new areas, while delegating leadership 
to laity. I have learned that I am never too busy to pray or read Scripture. It is a lesson which I keep reminding myself. I 
have had to own my weaknesses, and staff around them. I have learned to make hard decisions that will make some un-
happy. I have learned I do not have to reinvent the wheel, and opportunities to learn from others are vast. I have learned 
that the longer I am in ministry, the more I understand what I do not know, but wish I knew. I have learned that when my 
congregation and I step out in faith, God richly blesses us in surprising ways. I have learned that even though newsletters 
must get published, roofs repaired, and vestry meetings held, ministry is all about my relationships with people and the 
God who loves them all dearly.
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