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Diocesan Council
February 18-20, 2016

McAllen Convention Center
700 Convention Center Blvd

McAllen, TX 78501

Hosted by St. Alban’s, Harlingen

Pre-Council Meetings
all meetings, except the Central Convocation (san 

antonio), will begin with a light supper at 6:00 p.m. 
the Central Convocation meeting will begin with 

refreshments at 6:15 p.m. Presentations begin at 6:45.

Pre-council meetings are essential to a delegate’s 
preparation for Council. Many details of the diocesan 
budget, which Council is responsible for establishing, 
will be presented at Pre-council meetings and not be 

repeated on the floor of Council.

Western Convocation:
tuesday, January 19, at

st. Philip’s, uvalde

Eastern Convocation:
tuesday, January 19, at
st. Matthew’s, Kenedy

Northern Convocation:
thursday, January 21, at

st. boniface, Comfort

Northeastern Convocation:
thursday, January 21, at

st. andrew’s, seguin

Valley Convocation:
sunday, January 24, at

advent, brownsville

Southern Convocation:
Monday, January 25, at

Good shepherd, Corpus Christi

Central Convocation:
sunday, January 31, at
resurrection, windcrest

112th

The joy of the Lord is your strength.
Nehemiah 8:10, NIV

By Bishop Lillibridge:

as has been our custom for a number of years, our annual diocesan 
theme will be officially launched at Diocesan Council. these annual 

themes help us to focus our life together in many ways, and serve as 
guideposts as we plan our spiritual formation and ministries throughout 
the year. the theme for 2016 - The joy of the Lord is your strength, 
Nehemiah 8.10 - provides the opportunity to contemplate and discuss 
what “real joy” and “real strength” mean to us as disciples of Christ.

the joy of the Lord is something to be celebrated and should be our 
inspiration as members of God’s family and as followers of Jesus. we are 
called to be bearers of the “Gospel, the Good News,” and certainly we 
know the world needs to be encouraged with good news and true joy. In 
these things, perhaps our patron saint is barnabas, whose name means 
“encourager” or “son of encouragement.”  

and speaking of names, the name “Nehemiah” translates in hebrew as 
“yahweh has comforted”; and in Latin, “My consoler is the Lord.” to be 
comforted and consoled helps one to be strengthened in the midst of life.  
Nehemiah certainly had many, many challenges as he went about leading 
the renewal of the people Israel after Cyrus allowed the exiles to return 
to Jerusalem. they set about rebuilding the temple, and this is told in the 
books of ezra and Nehemiah in the Old testament. there were moments 
of joy, moments of strife, moments of discouragement, moments of 
danger. yet, in the midst of all of these things, we read “the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.”  

there is a difference between “happiness” and “Godly joy.” a person’s 
“happiness” may be subject to all kinds of factors and events. It can come 
and go by the day, week, month, or year. but I believe that true “Godly 
joy” can not only be experienced in all that comes our way in life, but it 
is also the ultimate source of strength through even the most difficult of 
days.  

I will have more to say about all of this in my address to Diocesan Council 
in February. I look forward to exploring these things with you in Mcallen, 
and with you throughout the year.
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Special Section: Diocesan Council

Guest speaker: bob Goff
•	 Council banquet on thursday
•	 bishops’ Luncheon on Friday

acclaimed author bob Goff will entertain, 
engage, and inspire those gathered at Council 
2016 at two separate appearances. bob will 
first present during the thursday Council 
banquet. his second presentation will be 
during the Friday bishops’ Luncheon.

bob Goff is the New York Times best-selling 
author of Love Does, as well as an attorney 
who founded restore International, a nonprofit human rights organization operating in 
uganda, India, and somalia. bob is a sought after speaker for leadership, church, and 
university events, inspiring current and future influencers to get to the ”do” part of life. 
Choosing to live audaciously, bob connects to audiences in a powerfully inspirational, yet 
down to earth manner. Love Does has now been translated into ten languages.

bob continues to be inspired by friendships he’s developed with others around the world who 
live their lives pursuing strategic ways to help others. as an attorney, bob shares leadership 
in a washington law firm, Goff & Dewalt. he is also an adjunct professor at Pepperdine Law 
school where he teaches Nonprofit Law and at Point Loma Nazarene university where he 
teaches business Law. Learn more about bob at bobgoff.com and lovedoes.com.

registration is open online for  

•	 Churches (clergy, delegates, alternates, 
clergy spouses)

•	 Individuals (visitors, volunteers)
•	 Childcare 

Visit http://council-dwtx.org
registration will close on February 8. 

summary of Fees:
Clergy, Delegate, alternate   $155
   (banquet and Friday Luncheon included) 

Clergy spouse    $110
   (banquet, Friday Luncheon, and Friday    
   breakfast included)

Visitor      $35
   (meals not included) 

thursday Christian Faith  $25
   in action Luncheon
thursday Christian education  $25
   Department Luncheon
Friday Mission Churches Dinner $20
extra banquet ticket   $40
extra Friday Luncheon ticket  $30
Childcare    $10
   ($10 per day per child; family maximum of   
   $30 per day)

Nominations & Voting: 

each year at Diocesan Council lay and clergy 
members are elected to various boards and 
committees. you can view the nominees for 
this year’s Council at http://council-dwtx.
org/business/nominations. the Council 
website also features the job descriptions 
along with the episcopal Church Canons and 
the Diocesan Canons that apply. Council 
will elect new members to the following 
governing bodies: 

•	 Officers of the Diocese
•	 executive board
•	 trustees of the episcopal Church  

Corporation
•	 trustees to tMI - the episcopal school  

of texas
•	 trustee to the university of the south - 

sewanee
•	 standing Committee

#Godlyjoy

In 2012, Bob wrote a book called Love Does and gave 
away 100% of the proceeds. The New York Times 

bestseller encouraged readers to live a lifestyle that fiercely 
seeks out ways of showing love.

All the profits from Love Does go to Restore International 
and The Mentoring Project, organizations seeking to put 

love into action for those who need it most.

banquet Opening act: 
Folkloric Dancers

as the Council banquet begins on thursday, 
February 18, a group of students from the 
episcopal Day school in brownsville will 
provide entertainment with a red wagon 
parade, four folkloric dances, plus an el Grito 
contest. 

Marking the 78th anniversary of Charro Days - a hugely popular fiesta in the border town of 
brownsville - the students will engage Council in the annual festivities and celebrations. the 
first “unofficial” Charro Days was held in the mid 1800s when citizens of brownsville and 
Matamoros, Mexico, came together to mark a cooperative climate between the two nations.

wearing festive Charro Day costumes (depicting the different states in Mexico), early 
childhood students will ride in a red wagon parade, fourth and fifth grade students will 
perform the four folkloric dances, and a contest on the yelling of “el Grito” (a sign of 
celebration) will be held among three children.
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Council activities

Thursday Christian Education Department Working Luncheon
For Christian educators, February 18, 11:00 a.m., Mcallen Convention Center, $25
Come listen, participate, and learn about the new and improved way of Christian Formation. 
this lunch gathering will be informative and worth attending, with experienced diocesan 
Christian education directors sharing experiences, the results of a diocesan-wide Christian 
Formation survey, suggestions for modern-day Christian Formation, and curriculum for all 
ages. Priests, staff, and volunteers of adult, children, youth, and family ministries are invited 
to participate and mingle with fellow church workers. 

Thursday Christian Faith in Action Luncheon
February 18, 11:30 a.m., Mcallen Convention Center, $25
Kathy Ditman is this year’s speaker at the Christian Faith in action luncheon, and she will 
address Prevent Child abuse texas and the walk to action, which is held each year in san 
antonio with a team from the diocese. In the past the walk to action has been a 20-mile 
trek, but in 2015, in an effort to involve more families, it was shortened to a half-day event 
that included the san antonio Zoo. Prevent Child abuse texas is a statewide non-profit 
group that works to protect children by educating all who work with them in the prevention 
of child abuse. Kathy and her husband, Mark, became involved with Prevent Child abuse 
texas when their two-year-old daughter was killed by her babysitter in 1998.

Thursday Council Banquet
February 18, doors open at 6:00 p.m., Mcallen Convention Center, cost included in clergy, 
delegate, alternate, and clergy spouse registration; extra ticket $40
held on thursday evening this year, the Council banquet features quite a line-up of 
entertainment and is our family reunion time, a time to welcome each other and mix and 
mingle. at 6:30 the folkloric dancers from the episcopal Day school in brownsville will 
perform followed by the seated dinner at 7:00. at 7:45 author and guest speaker bob Goff 
will present to Council for the first time. and at 8:30, the band, rewind, will provide some 
entertainment. rewind is a five-piece dance band led by brent Manning of st. alban’s, 
harlingen.

Friday Clergy Spouse Breakfast
February 19, 8:00 a.m., Mcallen Convention Center, cost included in clergy spouse 
registration. this is an opportunity for clergy spouses to gather for food and fellowship and 
to welcome the newest spouses to this community of DwtX Clergy spouses.

Friday Bishops’ Luncheon
February 19, Noon, Mcallen Convention Center, cost included in clergy, delegate, alternate, 
and clergy spouse registration; extra ticket is $30
During the bishop’s Luncheon, guest speaker bob Goff will present to Council for the second 
time (you can also hear him at thursday’s Council banquet). Goff, best-selling author of the 
book Love Does, has said, “I used to be afraid of failing at something that really mattered to 
me, but now I’m more afraid of succeeding at things that don’t matter.”

Council Eucharist
Friday, February 19, 6:00 p.m., Mcallen Convention Center
this year, we will gather to worship at our annual Council eucharist on Friday evening at 
6:00. Clergy are invited to vest, purple stoles, please. 

Missions Dinner
Friday, February 19, 7:30 p.m., Drury suites, $20
For the delegations from our mission churches, the Mission Congregations Dinner will take 
place off-site at Drury suites at 228 w expressway 83 in Mcallen on Friday evening following 
the Council eucharist. Catering will be provided by City Cafe and Catering and served by 
parishioners from dinner host church, holy spirit, san antonio. although this Council event 
is billed for mission congregations only, an invitation is also extended to smaller delegations 
that would like to share an evening in community with food and conversation.

 

at http://council-dwtx.org

Can’t make it to Mcallen? Log on to the 
Council website at http://council-dwtx.org 
beginning thursday afternoon, February 
18. throughout the three days of Council, 
the diocesan communications team will be 
updating the site with news posts, audio 
reports, pictures, and videos.

Council 2016: the app is back.

each post on the Council Live page will also 
appear on the Diocesan Council app, which 
is available for free in the apple app store 
and on Google Play. search for “DwtX 
Council.”

see
•	 Council eucharist sermon
•	 bishop’s address
•	 bishop Coadjutor’s address

hear
•	 Committee reports 

read
•	 bishops’ addresses
•	 Nomination results
•	 resolutions
•	 Diocesan budget
•	 and more

also on the app: 
•	 the Council agenda
•	 activities displayed by day
•	 a list of exhibits and their locations in 

the ballroom
•	 all the “Go Green” documents 

 

Going Green
every handout that is 
delivered by pages 
throughout the days of 
Council will be available for 
download under the 
“Go Green” tab of the Council 
website at http://council-dwtx.org 
and on the app under “Go Green.” 
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youth In action is entering its seventh year 
of service. Like Diocesan Council, this event 
has become a time of reunion, renewal, and 
youth business. that business is joining us 
and saying yes to service, because as bob 
Goff says, “Love doesn’t just keep thinking 
about it or planning for it…Love does!”

Who:
all students in 6th through 12th grade are 
invited to attend, as well as adult youth 
workers and volunteers. each church will 
provide chaperones who are available the 
entire weekend (cannot be participating in 
Council) for their youth.

Location & Contacts:
headquarters for youth in action will be 
at st. John’s episcopal Church (2500 N. 
10th street; Mcallen, tX 78501). Primary 
Contacts are Jonathan Medina, youth 
Minister at st. alban’s, harlingen, jmedina@
staec.org; the rev. rod Clark, assistant rector 
at st. alban’s, harlingen, rclark@staec.org; 
or Meredith rogers, Camp Capers’ Program 
Director, meredith.rogers@dwtx.org.

Required Forms:
•	 yIa Liability release (youth only)
•	 yIa Medical release (youth and sponsor)
•	 DwtX Volunteer Driver (sponsor only)
•	 Level 1 background check (sponsor only, 

if not completed by church) 

turn in all forms by February 8 to:
Laura Kean at laura.kean@dwtx.org or fax 
to 210-824-2164 or mail to Diocese of west 
texas, attN: youth in action, P.O. box 6885, 
san antonio, tX 78209.

Mission Projects:
the work projects will be varied, as the 
congregations in the Valley Convocation are 
involved in a lot of ministry. some youth will 
visit La Posada house and assist with a work 
project for shelter residents; others will work 
with the Food bank of the rio Grande; while 
others help clean up Camp red, a youth 
camp in the Valley.

More info:
Packing list, agenda, and more information 
on mission projects at: council-dwtx.org.

Council In
Action for

Camp Capers
summer camp at Camp Capers gives young 
people ages eight to 18 an opportunity 
to experience the unconditional love and 
friendship of a Christian community at age 
specific, week-long sessions. 

each year, Camp Capers partners with Good 
samaritan Community services and st. Jude’s 
ranch for Children to help bring under-
served children and youth to camp. while 
these campers are welcomed with open arms 
by everyone, their counselors have noticed 
that many do not receive letters or care 
packages like their peers.

This year for Council in Action we are asking 
you to change this. To help these campers feel 
included and tackle homesickness let’s send 
them care packages and letters from their 
diocesan family.

Please consider bringing to Council:
Items for Care Packages
•	 Craft supplies (friendship bracelet 

string, sidewalk chalk, colored pencils or 
crayons, coloring books or sketch pads, 
lined journals)

•	 Puzzles & Games (Mad Libs, brain 
teasers, packs of cards, card games)

•	 summer Camp Gear (reusable water 
bottles - especially with a spray top, 
bandanas, frisbees, disposable cameras, 
patterned socks)

•	 Cabin bonding Gifts (stickers, nail kits, 
glow sticks)

•	 Please do not donate any electronics, 
food items, or gum.

Letters to Campers
Letters are absolutely the most effective 
antidote for homesickness. a child can read 
them and feel connected to a community. 
there are four age groups to receive letters. 
Please write the session on the envelope. 
Camp session with approximate ages are as 
follows:
•	 senior high (15-18 years old)
•	 Junior hIgh (13-15 years old)
•	 Intermediate (11-13 years old)
•	 Primary (8-11 years old)

More info:
council-dwtx.org
Or contact Meredith rogers at
meredith.rogers@dwtx.org

#Godlyjoy

we will, once again, gather to share a meal 
and stories of our faith across this diocese 
and beyond on thursday, May 19, 2016. 
at each dinner, a moderator will prompt 
participants to share stories of their faith 
journey with printed questions. sharing 
Faith provides a welcoming and safe way to 
engage one another, articulate our faith and 
build relationships. 

Sharing Faith Website

to learn more about the 2016 event, visit the 
sharing Faith website, created by the Diocese 
of texas, at http://sharingfaithdinners.com/ 
On this site you will find (by scrolling down):

•	 Info about sharing Faith Dinners
•	 testimonials
•	 Past participating episcopal dioceses
•	 resources

under resources are what-to-do documents 
for Dinner Coordinators, Dinner Moderators, 
and Dinner hosts. you can download all 
available documents, including:

•	 Dinner roles and FaQs
•	 sharing Faith printable cards
•	 Questions for youth, children
•	 2016 pewsheet, poster, and postcard
•	 sharing Faith questions in spanish

At Diocesan Council in February: 

During Council, the diocese plans to 
distribute packs of the sharing Faith cards 
to each church. For more information about 
sharing Faith, contact Leslie Mixson at leslie.
mixson@dwtx.org or Laura shaver at laura.
shaver@dwtx.org.


