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Prayers at the Convening of Council 

Thursday, February 18, 1:05 p.m. 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Nehemiah (8:1-9, paraphrased) 
 
 All the people gathered, and the priest Ezra brought the book of the 
law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. He read it from early 
morning until midday, and all the people were attentive. Then Ezra blessed 
the Lord, and all the people answered, “Amen. Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their 
faces to the ground. 
 And Nehemiah the governor and Ezra the priest said to the people, 
“This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the 
people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then Ezra said, Go your 
way, celebrate a feast, and share with those who have nothing, for this day 
is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 
 
Let us pray: 
 
For a Church Convention 
 
 Almighty and everlasting Father, you have given the Holy Spirit to 
abide with us for ever: Bless, we pray, with his grace and presence, our 
bishop Gary, our other bishops and clergy, and the laity now assembled in 
your Name, that your Church, being preserved in true faith and godly 
discipline, may fulfill all the mind of him who loved it and gave himself for 
it, your Son Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
For the Unity of the Church 
 

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his 
disciples that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your 
Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united 
in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you 
have sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 



For the City of McAllen 
 

We thank you, Lord of all, for bringing us in safety to this place, and 
we ask for your providential care over those still travelling to join us. Bless 
with your grace and favor the city of McAllen and her people. Renew in 
them the bonds of respect and civility, that they may live in peace and serve 
the common good. We thank you for those who will work on our behalf 
while we are here, and pray that we might be to them a means of grace and 
goodwill, mindful of our calling to be servants, following the example of 
your Son Jesus Christ, in whose Name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
For our Host Church 
 
 Heavenly Father, by whose grace and power your holy martyr Alban 
triumphed over suffering and was faithful even to death: We give you 
thanks for our Council host, St. Alban’s Church, Harlingen, namesake of the 
first Christian martyr in Britain; for their months of hard work on our 
behalf; and for the unwavering good cheer with which they have offered 
themselves in service to the diocese, and to your glory.  May their godly 
example of patience, friendship and radical hospitality inspire us to do the 
work you set before us. Bless and strengthen them in their life together, and 
let their light so shine before others that all might be drawn to your Son; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, now and always. Amen. 
 
 
For Refugees and Victims of Violence 
 
 In your compassion, O heavenly Father, look upon all who suffer from 
violence, injustice, terror and oppression. We pray for those who have 
become refugees, both nearby and far away. We pray for peace and the 
restoration of civil life en las comunidades de la frontera de Mexico. Bless, 
preserve and keep our brothers and sisters in the churches of Northern 
Mexico, that they may be strengthened to serve and to proclaim the Good 
News. Give us hearts to serve those who are suffering and give us grace to 
see in them the face of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



A Collect for Mission 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving 
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in 
love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of 
you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
Additional Intercession and Thanksgivings 
 
 And now, gathering up all our desires and hopes for this Council and 
for our lives, let us pray as our Savior Christ has taught us: 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven… 
 
  


