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Leader:   This is the day the Lord has made; 
People:   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader:   The Lord is full of compassion and mercy; 
People:   Come let us adore him. 
Leader:   The joy of the Lord is your strength; 
People:   We will trust in him for he is our light and our salvation. 
 
Opening Sentences 
 
 Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) 
 
 Gracia y paz a Uds., de Dios nuestro Padre y del Senor Jesucristo. 
          (Filipenses 1:2) 
 
Psalm 28:7-11 
 
 Blessed is the Lord!* 
  for he has heard the voice of my prayer. 

 The Lord is my strength and my shield;* 
  my heart trusts in him, and I have been helped; 

 Therefore my heart dances for joy,* 
  and in my song will I praise him. 

 The Lord is the strength of his people,* 
  a safe refuge for his anointed. 

 Save your people and bless your inheritance;* 
  shepherd them and carry them for ever. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



A Prayer for the Day 
 
 Almighty God, creator and maker of all things in heaven and on earth: 
We thank you for this new day: for those with whom we will spend it; for 
the grace and mercy we will receive; for the opportunities to stretch and 
grow in our faith. Show us the ways that we can offer ourselves, a living 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, in the service of your kingdom. We 
thank you for this Council, for those who have served us, and for calling us 
to go from here and serve in your Name. As we return to our churches and 
communities, keep us mindful of the Good News we have witnessed here, 
and keep us strong in your joy, so that we might be faithful friends and 
disciples of Jesus, sharing the light of his salvation in all places. All this we 
pray in the Name of your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
A Collect for the Human Family 
 
 O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through 
Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take 
away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the 
walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your 
good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
A Collect for Council 
 
 O Lord our God, as we begin the final hours of this diocesan Council, 
we pray that your Holy Spirit might stir us up. Open our eyes and ears, and 
awaken hope, that we might do the work of the day with joy and 
expectation. Give us grace to wait patiently upon you in the tremendous 
and the tedious, in the miraculous and the mundane, in the daring and the 
daunting. In the words we hear, may we hear your voice; in the ministries 
we see, may we glimpse your kingdom; in the dreams and challenges 
presented, may we hear you calling us to come and follow. And as we 
commission and send out these young disciples, may our hearts be full of 
gratitude for their example of joyful service, and for the calling we all share 
in your Son Jesus Christ. And it’s in his Name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 



A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah (1:4-9) 
 
 (Jeremiah remembers:) Now the word of the Lord came to 
me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and 
before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a 
prophet to the nations.” 
 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to 
speak, for I am only a youth.” 
 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for 
to all whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command 
you, you shall speak.  Be not afraid of them, for I am with you to 
deliver you, says the Lord.” 
 Then the Lord put forth his hand and touched my mouth, 
and the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put my words in your 
mouth.” 
 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

The Commissioning of the Youth 
 

The young people and their sponsors stand before the Bishop, who says 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus: We are all baptized by the one Spirit 
into one Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for the common 
good. Our purpose now is to commission these persons in the Name of God, 
and of this diocese, to this ministry for which they are gathered and sent. 
 
Will you, the members of this Council assembled, affirm this calling and 
send them out to do the work our Lord sets before them this day? 
 
The Council responds     We will. 
 
Will you be mindful of their example, taking heart from their desire to serve 
the world in Christ’s Name? 
 
The Council responds     We will, with God’s help. 
 
 
 
 



The Bishop asks the young people 
 
Will you who are being sent do your work to the best of your abilities, 
trusting in the joy of the Lord which is your strength? 
 
The young people respond     We will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all those you meet, welcoming strangers, 
encouraging one another, and practicing patience and kindness and 
compassion with all? 
 
The young people respond     We will, with God’s help. 
 
Are you ready to go, in the Name of Christ? 
 
The young people respond     Here we are. Send us! 
 
The bishop says Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, your beloved Son came to serve, not to be served, 
and in the offering of his life, destroyed death and opened to us the way of 
eternal life: Bless these persons whom you have called to follow in his steps. 
Strengthen them with your Holy Spirit, that they may cheerfully work 
together for the good, sharing by word and example the Good News with all 
they meet. May their energy and excitement for this ministry renew in us a 
desire to serve. When evening comes, may they rest from their labors in the 
assurance that they have served well, and in the comfort of the fellowship of 
your Church. We ask this for the love of him who loves us and gave his life 
for the life of the world, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
May Almighty God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—who has given you 

the desire to do this work, bless you with the grace and strength to 
accomplish it. 

 
And now, go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
  


