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Daily Morning Prayer: 
Rite II 
 
 
Opening Hymn 
 
 
Opening Sentences 
 
Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. Joel 2:13 
 
Jesus said, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me." Mark 8:34 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Officiant says to the people 
  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
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For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
The Priest says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
 
Officiant   Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
Venite  Psalm 95:1-7 
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
  let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
  and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
  and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
  and the heights of the hills are his also. 
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The sea is his, for he made it, * 
  and his hands have molded the dry land. 
 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
  and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
  Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 
 
The Psalm  
Psalm 63:1-8 
  
1  O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
  as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
2  Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, * 
  that I might behold your power and your glory. 
3  For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * 
  my lips shall give you praise. 
4  So will I bless you as long as I live * 
  and lift up my hands in your Name. 
5  My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * 
  And my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
6  When I remember you upon my bed, * 
  and meditate on you in the night watches. 
7  For you have been my helper, * 
  and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
8  My soul clings to you; * 
  your right hand holds me fast. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 
A Reading from 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
 
 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The 
word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not 
widespread. 
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But 
he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did 
not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli 
said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Answer  Thanks be to God. 
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10 The Second Song of Isaiah Quaerite Dominum 
Isaiah 55:6-11 
      
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
call upon him when he draws near. 
Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
and the evil ones their thoughts; 
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
and return not again, but water the earth, 
Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
it will not return to me empty; 
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
and prosper in that for which I sent it. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from Matthew 9:35-38 
 
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and 
curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Answer  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
16 The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus 
Luke 1:68-79 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
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A Spiritual Reading or Silence 
 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Officiant and People together, all standing 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers 
 
The people stand 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
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Officiant and People 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,     
   thy kingdom come,      
   thy will be done,      
      on earth as it is in heaven.        
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those       
      who trespass against us.         
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,     
   for ever and ever.  Amen.      
 
 
Suffrages A 
 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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The Collect of the Day  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation 
and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
A Collect for Fridays 
 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but 
first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he 
was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way 
of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 
 
A Collect for Peace 
 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know 
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend 
us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that 
we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of 
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
A Collect for Guidance 
 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our 
being:  We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are 
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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A Collect for Mission 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on 
the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within 
the reach of your saving embrace:  So clothe us in your Spirit 
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 
who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 
the honor of your Name.  Amen. 
 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 
 
Closing Hymn   
 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 
Officiant and People 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
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Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
 
 
 
Liturgical Ministers: 
Musician:  Hayes Duffy 
Officiant:   The Rt. Rev. David Reed 
 
 
 

About Ember Days 
 

The Ember Days are four groups of three days on the Church calendar:  the 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday after St. Lucy (Dec 13), Ash Wednesday, Pentecost 
and Holy Cross Day (Sept 14).  These days are recorded as early as the 3rd century, 
but the early history and original purposes of these observances are lost to time, but 
some scholars believe the Church established them to replace pagan festivals related to 
agricultural seasons.  Ember Days were times of spiritual renewal, with emphasis on 
prayer, fasting and alms-giving. 
 
The early connection to planting and harvest has been lost, and today Ember Days are 
associated most closely with ordained ministry, and less so, with the ministry of all the 
baptized. 
 
Except for seminarians, the days pass largely unnoticed.  In the Episcopal Church, 
those preparing for ordination are required to write "Ember Day letters" to their 
bishops, reflecting on their vocation and how they are being formed for ordained 
ministry in the Church. 
 
Today we will remember and give thanks for the West Texas seminarians and their 
families, and pray for the renewal of the ministry of all the baptized. 


