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Dear West Texas Family, 

The Church of the Good Shepherd is looking forward to hosting the 113th annual Diocesan Council at 
the American Bank Center in Corpus Christi, Texas, February 23-25, 2017.  This year’s gathering of the 
Diocesan Family will be an opportunity for us to celebrate and give thanks for the ministry and 
leadership of the Rt. Rev. Gary Lillibridge and elect the next Bishop Suffragan of the diocese.  

The theme is: “Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev. 21:5 RSV) This hope filled passage reminds us 
that God is actively renewing all things, in heaven and on earth, and has called each of us to participate 
with Him in bringing forth this new life.  We are the hands and feet of Christ in the world. “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  The entire Good Shepherd community is thrilled 
to welcome you to Corpus Christi for a weekend of thanksgiving and celebration!   

Council begins Thursday, February 23rd at the American Bank Center in the downtown area, with 
Registration opening at 10:00 a.m. and the Business Session beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Following the close 
of business on Thursday, we will adjourn to the Selena Auditorium for the Council Eucharist. You will 
be on your own for dinner Thursday following the worship service.  The Bishops’ Luncheon will be held 
on Friday at The Omni Hotel, where Bishop Lillibridge will be the keynote speaker. The Council 
Banquet will be Friday evening at the American Bank Center Ballroom where we will honor Bishop 
Lillibridge, and his ministry.  Saturday morning will be solely dedicated to the election of a Bishop 
Suffragan.  

We encourage you to bring as many people to Corpus Christi as you can this year to honor Bishop 
Lillibridge, and to celebrate his remarkable ministry as our Bishop.  We are going to have lots of fun!   

Online registration will open on December 7th for you to register your clergy, delegates, alternates, and 
guests.  I encourage you to make your hotel reservations now.  Check out the website for council 
(www.council-dwtx.org) where you’ll find information about hotels, the agenda, nomination forms, and 
more.   The people of Good Shepherd are ready to do everything we can to make your Council 
experience enjoyable and memorable.  We look forward to serving as your hosts.     

Yours in Christ, 

The Rev. Milton Black and Host Committee 
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