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Biographical Data

Name:    Christopher Len Caddell

Date of birth:   September 23, 1976

Place of birth:   Odessa, Texas

Name of spouse:   Bryn Caddell

Names/ages of children:  Hannah (11), Gus (9)

College and degree(s):  Texas A&M University, BS Construction Science

Seminary and degree(s):  The University of the South, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 1999-2007, Project Manager & Estimator in Commercial Construction

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; Rector, Holy Spirit, Dripping Springs

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 2010-2012, Assistant Rector, St. Alban’s, Harlingen
•	 2012-present, Rector, Holy Spirit, Dripping Springs

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 2013-present, Diocesan Discernment Committee
•	 2013-present, Diocesan Building Committee
•	 2011-present, Dean/Chaplain, Camp Capers
•	 2015-present, Father/Son Retreat leader
•	 2012-2014, Executive Board 
•	 2013-14, Northeastern Convocation Dean
•	 2012, Happening Spiritual Director
•	 2012-14, Liturgy & Music Committee
•	 2011, Province VII Alternate 

What do you do for recreation?

Travel, woodworking and carpentry, hiking, spending time with my family 
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“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are foundational to the ordained ministry.  
How are you living this out in your life and ministry?  

Ministry, either lay or ordained, begins with knowing one’s self and one’s own brokenness and failures. Like the 
parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector who went to the Temple to pray (Lk.18:9-14), our healing and wholeness 
begins with an honest and clear assessment of our lives through which we make room for God to work.  Authoritative 
ministry is rooted in the grittiness of life, because it is there that we find God picking up the pieces and bringing new 
life.

Seeing things as they truly are and acknowledging my own brokenness has led to my own experience of God’s grace 
and continual transformation.  Yet, I do not believe God is finished with me yet.  (The prayer, “Thank you God that 
I am not like I was before!” is only one short step away from the prayer of the Pharisee.) That process is ongoing and 
continues to form me as a person and a priest.

The most outwardly visible way I live this out in ministry is through the celebration of the Eucharist and preaching.  
The liturgy is deeply formative in opening our lives to God’s work, and I am always seeking ways to help people 
make connections to their own lives through the readings and the sermon.  Likewise, I see the ministry of teaching – 
whether it is teaching an adult formation class, leading a retreat, or participating a Vestry or committee meeting – as 
an opportunity to bring people into an awareness of how God is moving in our midst.

Perhaps less visible are the one-on-one and small group pastoral conversations that take place on an almost daily 
basis.  Those conversations can take many forms - pre- or post-marital counseling, discernment conversations, 
walking with a family in preparing for a funeral, or even unscheduled office visits.  Such conversations are always 
prime opportunities to share the gospel with people hungry for God.

Jesus’ first sermon was a short one – “The Kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe in the good news” 
(Mk. 1:15).  Whatever form it takes, helping people see the nearness and redeeming work of God in their own lives 
and circumstances is the very basis for ministry.  Looking for God in all things, trying to see the world through God’s 
eyes, and helping others adjust their own vision is deeply rewarding work, and that to which I know I am called.

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward for the ministry of Bishop 
Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences would you bring to this ministry?  

Standing for a bishop election is not something I envisioned for myself, certainly not at this point in my ministry. 
Toward the end of the summer I received several phone calls from clergy representing separate conversations in 
which my name had come forward in prayerful conversation.  What caught my attention was that these clergy 
represented the breadth of our diocese and each conversation had individually come to a prayerful discernment to 
reach out to me.

After those phone calls I spent as much time as possible in prayer and silence, reached out to my family, colleagues, 
and bishops, and reflected on call narratives in scripture.  Ultimately, I came to the discernment that whatever God 
might be calling me into, my desire was to be open, to say yes, and to follow where that discernment might lead.

First and foremost, I see the ministry of bishop as a pastor. Though the congregation changes, the call to be a pastor 
remains. I have taken that seriously as a priest and would continue as bishop. As both a layperson and a priest, I 
bring experience in administration and management, the ability to connect with others, and the capacity to draw a 
community together.



How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop Diocesan?  

I thrive in working as part of a team.  In my former career as a construction manager my team consisted of a large 
group of people.  All had different motivations and objectives, and all were essential to complete a successful project.  
Working with such a diverse group of people took communication, organization, consensus building, and often a 
large measure of patience.

My experience has been that ministry in the church is not much different. Whether it has been in working as a part 
of a staff or as the sole clergy member of a medium-sized parish, drawing people into a common vision and working 
toward that goal is part of the joy of ordained ministry. There is something powerfully creative at work when the 
unique gifts of individuals are drawn together for a larger purpose. The ministry to which we are called is best 
engaged when God brings together a diverse group of people to bring about something wonderful.

My adult life has been spent empowering, encouraging, and drawing people into a common vision.  I believe that 
experience and approach to ministry would serve well in working with the diocesan staff, the leaders of the diocese, 
and the Bishop Diocesan.

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and strangers, and 
defend those who have no helper”?  How do you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan?  

I see the very essence of this vow as lived out in the practice of Christian hospitality.  Christian hospitality is not 
simply being inviting and welcoming to those newcomers who find their way into our church homes (though that 
is a piece of it), but rather opening up our lives to all who are placed on our paths who are dependent upon that 
hospitality for their very life and well-being.

As a priest, I am planted in the community to which I have been called and in which I serve.  For me that community 
begins with my family, extends out into my parish family, further out into the surrounding community, and beyond 
into the world.  Some days it seems there is more than ample opportunity to practice mercy and compassion within 
my own family and in the parish.  Yet we all know that it cannot end there, and practicing the work of Christian 
hospitality in the world is what we are called to do.

This is a place where both the parish and I are continuing to grow.  Holy Spirit has long been involved in ecumenical 
organizations such as the local food pantry, senior ministry, and ministry to veterans.  All the while, we feel called to 
do more.  

Over the past year, our parish began the work of Open Table, and we are currently working with different agencies to 
receive a referral of a brother or sister.  We also have a vision of using the gift of our 38-acre campus to help meet the 
needs of our community.  Our vision includes projects like an affordable housing and community resource buildings 
(like a new home for the food pantry).  Likewise, we are working on finding our way back to foreign missionary work 
and are currently working to partner with St. Luke’s in Cypress Mill and their long-standing relationship with the 
church in Pierdras Negras.

In all of this, my role as rector has been to help discern with the leadership of the parish where God is calling us, to 
cast the vision and draw our community together around that discernment, to empower and equip those who are 
called to do this ministry, and to continue to support and encourage these ministries.  I believe the role of Bishop 
Suffragan would not be far from that approach in working to bring the entire diocese into a greater awareness and 
practice of Christian hospitality.
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The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the leadership of the Church throughout the 
world.”  Describe how you see the relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion.  How do you think you could make a positive difference in building and nurturing these  
relationships? 

Simply stated, and for me personally, the Diocese, the Episcopal Church, and the Anglican Communion can be 
described in one word - “home”.  As my family and I have traveled, it has been a priority for us to worship in our 
church home, and a great joy to be where we were not guests or visitors, but members of a larger family.  Knowing 
and experiencing that common life of prayer throughout the world continues to be a gift to all members of this 
church who are rooted in historic Anglicanism.

Likewise, the Diocese of West Texas has been my home for nearly 20 years and has been a major part of my formation 
as both a layperson, and now, as a member of the clergy.  I am grateful to be a member of this diocesan family, and I 
find it hard to imagine what it would be like to serve elsewhere.

Perhaps this or something similar is what lies behind the anxiety I hear expressed in the question.  To one extent or 
another most of us claim part of our identity as Anglicans, Episcopalians, and members of the Diocese of West Texas. 
For those who share the feeling that each are in some sense “our home”, to lose any of these affiliations, individually or 
collectively, would be extremely painful.  

Having faced our own challenges, I believe the people of the Diocese of West Texas have much to offer to the wider 
church and the Anglican Communion. When faced with tough decisions, and through the leadership of our bishops, 
we have shared and expressed our opinions and feelings, all the while continuing to respect and love those with 
whom we strongly disagree.  Our witness is placing our relationships with one another as primary.  That approach 
has made room for a wide variety of thought and practice within our diocese, and is a witness to the via media that is 
foundational to historic Anglican identity.

I do not know exactly how or in what context the new Bishop Suffragan will be called to be a minister of 
reconciliation in our diocese, The Episcopal Church, or the Anglican Communion. Whatever form it takes, I believe 
that ministry will begin with relationships.  Those relationships will not be with like-minded people only, but with an 
openness to and a willingness to love those who see the world and the Church from very different perspectives.

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what are some ways that you believe the 
Episcopal Church can make new disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God?

Discernment and Christian formation are two areas that I believe are essential to strengthening and growing the 
church. Every baptized member is called into ministry and has unique gifts that are waiting to be uncovered, 
developed, and exercised in the Church and the world.  Paul’s image and metaphor of the body of Christ reminds us 
that all of God’s people are being called into active and important ministries in the name of Christ, and yet I believe 
our efforts to provide significant and concrete ways to help people discern their particular call to ministry (either lay 
or ordained) need to be strengthened.

This work of discernment and formation often falls to the clergy and people of the individual congregations within 
the diocese.  The diocese, however, can and should take the role of leading this effort and making it a priority by 
raising up the importance of the ministry of all baptized members through new and diverse opportunities for serious 
discernment and formation.  In practicing this important work, the Church becomes less of a commodity to be 
consumed, and more of what it was intended to be – a place that empowers God’s people to do the work of ministry.
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What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal Church?  

Being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal Church are two facets to my identity and who I am becoming.  The 
Episcopal Church has been and continues to be the community that draws me more deeply into a life that is aware of 
and responsive to the movement of the Holy Spirit in my life.  I am grateful for that gift and the ways that it continues 
to shape me more and more into the person God is calling me to be.

Sharing that experience with others is what excites and encourages me the most.  Bringing people into a new 
awareness of how God might be working in and through them is a joyous part of ministry.  Being shaped by the rich 
traditions of this church, bound in a community of faith, and open to what the Holy Spirit is doing in the lives of 
God’s people is what the world desperately needs.  It is a deep blessing that I, by God’s grace, have some small part to 
play in bringing God’s kingdom a little closer into the lives of others.


