
The Rev. Chris Cole

Biographical Data

Name:    Christopher Owen Cole (Chris)

Date of birth:   March 3, 1966

Place of birth:   Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Name of spouse:   Laura Cole

Names/ages of children:  Abby (22), Eleanore (19)

College and degree(s):  University of Kansas, BA Theater and Media Arts

Seminary and degree(s):  Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 Trained as a Stephen Ministry Leader
•	 Trained in The Catachesis of the Good Shepherd/Godly Play  
•	 Led Alpha Courses
•	 Worked as Chaplain at Triangle Lake Camp (Diocese of Oregon) and Camp Capers
•	 Attended Cursillo in the Diocese of Chicago in 1991
•	 Served on mission trips to Honduras, Pine Ridge Reservation, and Piedras Negras 
•	 Served on spiritual teams for Cursillos in Oregon and West Texas 
•	 Served as a lay leader for Cursillos in Chicago
•	 Served on Spiritual Team for Happening in West Texas and its equivalent in Oregon, 

SEARCH 
•	 Chaplain for Episcopal Ministries at Willamette University
•	 Elisha Leadership Initiative (ELI) mentor

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; Rector, Church of the Resurrection, Windcrest

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 Associate Rector – St. Paul’s, Salem, OR (1998-2001)
•	 Rector – All Saints, Hillsboro, OR (2001 -2008)
•	 Rector – Church of the Resurrection, Windcrest, TX (2008-present)

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 Diocese of Oregon 1998-2008: Camps and Conferences Committee; Congregational 
Development and Church Planting Committee; Executive Council; Commission 
on Ministry; Board of the Oregon Clergy Association (ORCA); Spiritual Advisor 
for the Oregon Cursillo Secretariat; Salem Leadership Foundation Board of Direc-
tors; Volunteer for Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network; Hillsboro Heat Swim Club 
Board of Directors; Hillsboro Rotary Club

Continued on next page.
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Biographical data continued from first page.

(Continued) National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 Diocese of West Texas 2008 - Present: Board of Good Samaritan Community Services; Executive Committee; 
TMI Board of Trustees; Liturgy and Music Committee; Dean of the Central Convocation; Resurrection Children’s 
Center Board of Directors; Member of Walzem Road Revitalization Inc.; Walzem Road YMCA Board of 
Directors; Chapel Boy Choir of San Antonio Board President

What do you do for recreation?

•	 Spend time with my family  
•	 Genealogical Research  
•	 Paint
•	 Travel
•	 Brew Beer
•	 Home Improvement/Landscaping
•	 Play Golf
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“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are foundational to the ordained Ministry. 
How are you living this out in your life and ministry? 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (Peter 1). Every day, I give praise and thanks to God for 
his mercy and grace. In my experience, these are not just broad theological concepts, but very specific and practical 
ways in which God reaches out to me and I reach out to others. I proclaim Christ’s resurrection by preaching and 
practicing hope. Hope, like love and joy, is something we do, not something we feel. Far from ‘wishful thinking’, it 
is an attitude which transcends our particular circumstances. It is the best way I know to engage the people around 
us and impact our society. We live in a society rife with cynicism and despair; yet God abides, and continues to 
do great things in our lives. I want the people I lead to stop holding themselves back and see, as I do, the endless 
possibilities that God lays before us. I teach God’s hope, to encourage and embolden, reminding all of us that nothing 
is impossible with God.

My interpretation of the gospel is grounded in the parable of the Prodigal Son. No other passage of scripture has 
influenced my personal spiritual journey and my public ministry like this one. The father running to meet his son 
and welcome him home, is a powerful image of God’s love and mercy. More importantly, it is very much my personal 
experience of God’s reconciling love. Whenever I wander off and I’m ready to return, God, in his mercy, meets me 
along the way, throws his arms around me, and welcomes me home. These experiences shape my understanding 
of Jesus’ life and ministry and the way I present that life to those inside and outside the Church. They are never far 
from my mind when speaking with others of how to “be the Church” and how we serve the world. I strive to create a 
sanctuary where people can come to pray, learn, serve, and connect in all the parishes I’ve served - a place where all 
are welcome and all can know the mercy and grace of God. 

Hope and welcome are the cornerstones of Jesus’ life and ministry and I have made them the cornerstones of my life 
and ministry as well. 

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward for the ministry of Bishop 
Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences would you bring to this ministry?
 
I am allowing my name to go forward for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan after several months of intentional prayer 
and contemplation, counsel from people who know me well, reflection on my eighteen years of ordained ministry and 
careful consideration of my personal circumstance at this time. The process of discernment has been enlightening 
to say the least. I have come to realize that my gifts, passions, and experiences are well suited for the ministry of 
Bishop Suffragan. I have the gifts of leadership, teaching, preaching, and encouragement. I am driven by the desire to 
see our Episcopal traditions flourish and a vision of congregations and their clergy collaborating with one another. 
Further, this is a good time in our family life for me to take on the demands of the office of Bishop. My children are 
grown, and Laura and I, after 25 years of marriage, have a strong, mutually supportive relationship. All of this said, in 
the end, I came to a point in my deliberations, as so often happens in discernment, where I simply felt compelled to 
respond to this call. 

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop Diocesan?  

My primary responsibility and means of support as Bishop Suffragan will be to pray with and for Bishop Reed as he 
leads us through times of joy and times of struggle. Ultimately, it is only through the power of the Holy Spirit that he 
will have the strength to be our shepherd. I will participate in the life and governance of the Diocese and the broader 
Church as directed; using the gift of leadership without being in charge. I will share my experiences of the Diocese 
with him; informing him of the great things that are happening here and offering suggestions for renewal in areas 
in which we are wanting. I will encourage him to do what he feels is right and necessary for the common life of our 
Diocese and I will help to explain and uphold any decisions he makes that affect that common life. I will work with 



Bishop Reed toward reconciliation of the many viewpoints found in our diocese. I will offer advice when solicited or 
feel it is appropriate or warranted. In short, I will be his partner in ministry.

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and strangers, and 
defend those who have no helper”? How do you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan? 
 
I read once that the difference between volunteering and ministry is this: volunteering is when you serve soup at a 
soup kitchen while ministry is when you serve the soup and then eat with, and get to know those whom you’ve just 
served. When I read the gospels, I see this in the actions and teachings of Jesus. His compassion for others is not 
limited to correcting their action or their circumstances, but bringing them into right relationship with God and 
others. I think it is true to say that Christianity is not so much a religion as it is a relationship. 
 
Forming and nurturing relationships with the people whom God sends my way helps me find unity in diversity. 
Not everyone that I am called to meet or pray with has the same background, opinion, or religious approach as I do. 
However, our differences can bring strength to the Church, as long as being together is the goal. Some of the people 
I admire most have taught me that being together and cultivating relationships is more important than anything else 
the Church does or says. My father, Rev. Ray Cole says “It’ all about relationship.” When I was an associate, my boss, 
Rev. Bill Cavanaugh, told me to “Love the people. That’s your job.” Both of these phrases have shaped my ministry. 
The most valuable benefit we offer is neither social nor religious services. The most valuable benefit and most relevant 
service any congregation has to offer, is a place to belong. 
 
As a follower of Jesus, I am called to help people who are struggling, sometimes physically, sometimes emotionally, 
always spiritually. I am also called to help people celebrate the victories of their lives. I can’t do that effectively if I’m 
not in relationship with them. The various practical aspects of my ministry are all opportunities to form and cultivate 
relationships. This is true when I’m helping to build ramps, working on a Habitat house, working with Resurrection’s 
vestry to cast a vision for the parish and our school, celebrating the Eucharist on Sunday and administrating the other 
sacraments, or giving out emergency food bags.  
 
As Bishop Suffragan, I will continue to emphasize the relational aspect of ministry by encouraging clergy and lay 
people to use their practical ministry to form relationships with the poor, strangers and those who have no helper.

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the leadership of the Church throughout the 
world.” Describe how you see the relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in building and nurturing these 
relationships? 
 
When I think of the various levels of organization within the Anglican Communion, I think of this verse from 1 
Corinthians, “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” Just as our bodies are a vast network 
of individual muscles, veins, limbs and organs, the institutional Church is a vast network of individuals. We are 
connected to one another spiritually by the Holy Spirit who encourages and empowers us and practically by the 
Anglican Communion which fosters the personal relationships of its members.
 
A diocese is a network of congregations and the structures of the diocese such as: council, camps and conferences, 
and the diocesan staff exist to form and nurture connections between them.  I strongly agree with Bishop Reed’s 
assessment that collaboration among our congregations is not a tool for managing decline, but a means for 
strengthening the Body of Christ. Too often, congregations strive to be independent when we should strive to be 
interdependent. As Bishop Suffragan, I will help find ways in which congregations and their members can share their 
lives, resources, and faith with one another. 
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The Episcopal Church is a network of dioceses around the country. We are inextricably linked, bound together by 
The Book of Common Prayer, General Convention,  the House of Bishops, etc. TEC is a vibrant and diverse group of 
people. We have much to offer and learn from each other. As Bishop Suffragan, I will offer the best of who we are as 
the Diocese of West Texas to the larger Episcopal community. I will learn what is best about our sister dioceses and 
apply it to our diocesan life as we strive to live out the Gospel in our own context.
 
The Anglican Communion is a network of provinces and is our connection to the rest of the world. It is a vehicle for 
fellowship and common mission with people of different cultures and experiences. The term Anglican Communion 
implies a loosely affiliated, very intentional relationship, one born of affection, not necessity. It is born of a desire 
to work together and to support one another as witnesses to the risen Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. As 
Bishop Suffragan, I would encourage continued conversations between Anglicans across cultures, as we all strive to be 
faithful in our varied expressions of Anglicanism. 

In the midst of Church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what are some ways that you believe 
the Episcopal Church can make new disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God? 
 
On The Church of the Resurrection’s website is the following saying, “Come as you are. Discover the beauty and 
richness of our tradition, the depth of scripture, and the freedom to reason. You won’t leave the same.” I firmly believe 
this describes what the Episcopal Church has to offer the religious landscape of our society and is our most authentic 
witness. We are a people who approach Christianity from a reasonable theological viewpoint, who love tradition, and 
are grounded in scripture. I am excited about the many ways we can offer this way of discipleship to our communities. 
Cursillo presents a personal method for evangelism. Mary Parmer’s work, “Invite, Welcome, Connect” is helpful for 
congregational evangelism. Reggie McNeil’s work regarding the missional Church helps us think about our impact 
on the wider society. Our parish schools provide rich, robust academic environments, as well as an opportunity to 
teach the next generation about Jesus. These are just a few of the powerful tools already available to us.  Additionally, 
alternative funding can be explored through collaborative initiatives between the diocese and local congregations to 
promote new and creative evangelism efforts.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal Church? 
 
The fact that the Episcopal Church is my family’s Church excites me.  Just as Lois passed on her faith to Eunice and 
Eunice passed her faith on to Timothy, my grandparents passed their faith and on to my parents. My parents passed it 
on to me and I have passed it on to my daughters. We are steeped in the Episcopal tradition. Christianity’s emphasis 
on reaching out to the marginalized excites me. I value people, regardless of circumstance, and I want people to value 
themselves and each other. The Episcopal liturgy excites me. It provides a sacramental understanding of the world 
and gives form and expression to my spiritual life. It connects me with others through time and space. The Episcopal 
Church’s emphasis on education excites me. Whether through bible study, EFM, Sunday School, parochial education, 
or higher education we approach our spiritual lives with our minds as well as our hearts, and we teach others to do 
the same. Most of all, Jesus excites me. He is not only my friend and companion but also my Lord and Savior. I am 
awed by his sacrifice and by the love he shows me each and every day.
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