
The Rev. John Hill

Biographical Data

Name:    John Spencer Hill

Date of birth:   August 20, 1965

Place of birth:   San Antonio, Texas 

Name of spouse:   Holly Baker Hill

Names/ages of children:  Haddie (16), Emory (13)

College and degree(s):  Southwestern University, BBA

Seminary and degree(s):  Virginia Theological Seminary, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 Fuller Seminary: Doctor of Ministry in Youth/Family (2 years completed)
•	 National Camps and Conference Center Seminars
•	 International Conferences in Anglican Church of Melbourne Australia

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; Rector, St. Margaret’s, San Antonio

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 Assistant Rector St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, Harlingen,Texas: March 1998 - 
March 2000

•	 Director of Camps and Conferences, Youth and College Ministry Diocese of West 
Texas, San Antonio, Texas: March 2000 - October 2004

•	 Vicar (Rector) St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Melbourne, Australia: October 2004 - 
July 2007

•	 Director Laity Lodge Family Camp, Kerrville, Texas: July 2007 - October 2013
•	 Assisting Priest St. Helena’s Episcopal Church, Boerne, Texas: September 2009 -  

July 2012
•	 Rector St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, San Antonio, Texas: November 2013 - present 

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 National Episcopal Camps and Conference Center Member 2000-2004
•	 Province VII Representative 2003
•	 Diocesan Director Camps and Conferences 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Happening Board 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Happening Spiritual Director 2000-2003
•	 Diocesan College Ministry 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Camps Capers Program Committee 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Camp Capers Site Committee 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Mustang Island Site Committee 2002-2004 Continued on next page.



(Continued) National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 Diocesan Mustang Island Program Committee 2003-2004
•	 Diocesan Camp Capers Dean 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Camp Capers Chaplain 2016
•	 Diocesan Chair of Evangelism Department 2015-today
•	 Diocesan Executive Board 2016- today
•	 Stahl Elementary Site Committee 2015-2016

What do you do for recreation?

Tennis, hike, snow ski, fly fish, run, read, swim.
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The Rev. John Hill

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are foundational to the ordained Ministry. 
How are you living this out in your life and ministry? 

I am living out “proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” in my life and ministry by growing 
deeper in my relationship with God in Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Sprit and by growing wider in my 
relationship with others in the community. God is continuing to reveal who God is to me as I study the scripture, our 
tradition and listen to the Holy Spirit acting today. 

I grow deeper in my relationship with God each week as I gather with the community of the church in worship, 
nurture and outreach. We give praise to our Lord, listen to the scripture, lift up our prayers, pass the peace, and 
celebrate the Eucharist every Sunday in worship. I am nurtured in faith in bible study, book club, prayer meetings 
and many other gatherings. I know God’s presence as I reach out in the community through our school partnerships, 
community gatherings, service projects and in relating to all those who I am in communion with. I also grow deeper 
in my relationship with God in my ordinary everyday going-to-work life. God is revealing himself in family and 
friends as well as the stranger. In taking time to retreat and listen to God’s voice I grow deeper in my faith. 

As I grow deeper in my relationship with God I am compelled to go wider in my relationships with others in the 
community. In our post communion prayer we thank God for “accepting us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.” We then ask God to 
“Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart through Christ our Lord.” In this sending out I am empowered to proclaim the risen Christ in all I 
do. I proclaim the risen Christ in the way I love and care for my family, my interaction with people in the community, 
my congregation, and in every relationship I have throughout the day. 

In each of these relationships I am interpreting the gospel as revealed to me by the Holy Spirit through scripture, 
tradition and reason. It is a continual interaction of going deeper with God and wider in community. 

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward for the ministry of Bishop 
Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences would you bring to this ministry?

When I was asked to be nominated for Bishop Suffragan I prayed for God’s wisdom and discernment. I went to 
friends, colleagues, and mentors for their thoughts and advice. I went on a retreat and listened to the Spirit in stillness 
and conversation. 

I bring a variety of gifts and experiences to this ministry. I have served on the Diocesan staff over Camps and 
Conferences and Youth and College ministry. I know what it is like to travel the diocese working with congregations. 
I have developed numerous diocesan programs such as Mustang Island Conference Center, youth ministry training 
and evangelism workshops. I have also served in three churches. I was Assistant Rector with Bishop Reed at St. 
Alban’s, Harlingen, Vicar(Rector) of St. Paul’s in Melbourne, Australia and Rector of St. Margaret’s, San Antonio. 
I also developed a Family Camp ministry and facility from the ground up at Laity Lodge. I am a leader, developer, 
teacher, mentor, visionary and preacher. 

 I have the experience of growing up in the Diocese but also serving outside of it for a time. I have learned what it 
means to be a servant to those around me. 



How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop Diocesan?  

Bishop Reed is a gifted Bishop who I would be honored to support and collaborate with in ministry. As Bishop 
Suffragan my role is to serve and support the Diocesan Bishop. I have worked for Bishop Reed before as an Assistant 
Rector in Harlingen. We worked well together then and  I believe my gifts of development and organization would 
compliment his ministry now.  

I know there would be elements of Diocesan ministry that I would be able to assume so Bishop Reed could focus his 
ministry on the broader concerns of the Diocese. I would share in the care of churches in the Diocese and also in the 
life of the Diocesan programs. I would be able to share in the work of the broader church in the country as well as 
overseas. I would be supportive of him in areas of theological discernment as well. 

I bring an understanding of the Diocese as well as broad experience in other ministries and areas of the world. I pray 
I could support Bishop Reed by walking along side as a partner in ministry and a support in the ministry that God 
places before us as the Diocese of West Texas. 

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and strangers, and 
defend those who have no helper”? How do you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan? 

I am living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and strangers, and defend those who have 
no helper” by going deeper in my understand of God’s love for the world in scripture, through the church and by 
practicing this in all aspects of my life. Throughout scripture God continued to love and show mercy to his creation 
and his people. In the fall of creation God did not destroy Adam and Eve but they had to live outside of the perfect 
garden. He heard the cries of people in slavery and brought them out of Egypt and loved and had mercy on them 
despite their complaining and disobedience. Most significantly God had compassion on the whole world by sending 
his own Son to live, die and be resurrected to offer redemption for the world. God’s mercy did not stop at the cross 
and the empty tomb. His Holy Spirit is offered to us so that we have God with us always.

The church has been given the opportunity to share this good news of God’s mercy, compassion and love for the 
world in word and deed. We are called to teach and preach of God’s love for the world while at the same time reach 
out with tangible signs of this compassion for the needy. This has taken many forms throughout my ministry. While 
I always share it in sermons and small groups the way it is presented has changed based on the particular needs 
and concerns of the community and people in and out of the church setting. The same is true for the outreach that 
I have done in my ministry over the years. There were times when food ministry was central and other times when 
education was the best form of care for those in need. Each time the significant focus was for us, as the church, to 
listen to the needs of the community and to our own hopes and experiences. God is always bringing together people 
who can meet each others needs through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I have also learned that God is not confined to the programs of the church. Each of us are called to practice mercy, 
show compassion to the poor and the stranger and defend those who have no helper in our everyday interaction with 
people. 
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The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the leadership of the Church throughout the 
world.” Describe how you see the relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in building and nurturing these 
relationships? 

A Bishop is called to “share in the leadership of the Church throughout the world.” I see God at the center as revealed 
in Jesus Christ with the people of God as the church empowered by the Holy Spirit worshiping, nurturing and 
reaching out in the world. The Diocese is there to support the church with the clergy and laity being led and served 
by the Bishops. In turn the National Church is there to support the Diocese as they in turn support the churches. 
Therefore, the Anglican Communion is there to serve and support the national church. 

It is about leading by serving. It is the example and witness that Jesus showed us in his life and death. It is what the 
early church strived to lead with the power of the Holy Spirit. The church is designed to serve. The apostles were there 
to serve as Christ had served them. Jesus washed the disciples feet as an act of service and called them to do the same. 
The church is meant to be a funnel not a pyramid with the church wide open to the world with God’s grace being 
supported and served by its Bishops as Apostles. 

The Anglican Communion is set up in this model with Archbishop of Canterbury there to gather the communion 
and not dictate the law. Our National Episcopal Church should be there to serve but unfortunately has fallen into the 
temptation to lead by majority rule and pass laws without listening to all the churches’ needs and concerns. I would 
hope that I can help be a part of a group of Bishops that value and nurture relationships over agendas. Presiding 
Bishop Curry is working to focus on this type of collegiality. 

The Diocese of West Texas has an opportunity to model this type of servant leadership. I believe Bishop Reed leads in 
this way and I would hope to serve him and the congregations as churches proclaim the Gospel in word and deed and 
in worship, nurture and outreach. The better we do this as a Diocese the more we will see the fruits of this ministry 
in stronger, healthier and growing churches. This model I hope will be lived out as a national church so that the fruit 
becomes a stronger, healthier and growing Diocese. 

In the midst of Church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what are some ways that you believe 
the Episcopal Church can make new disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God? 

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion there are five ways that I believe the Episcopal 
Church can make new disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God. Bishop Reed purposed 
these five goals at Council in 2016. They are congregational development, new church starts, evangelism, clergy 
leadership and military ministry. 

The congregation is the primary way by which the body of Christ grows. We serve the congregation and assist them 
with their individual plan for development. It is time we develop a long-term plan for new church starts that includes 
support from healthy congregations and the financial backing to have a strong start. 

We are starting the process of evangelism by helping every congregation create its unique plan for Invite-Welcome-
Connect. It will be different for every congregation because every congregation is made up of unique communities 
around them. Clergy leadership is key to having solid and healthy congregations that grow the kingdom. We need 
to continue to call clergy leadership from within the Diocese. Finally, the Diocese has a strong connection to the 
military and we need to support our men and women who serve our country. 
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What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal Church? 

God revealed in Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit is what excites me about being a Christian and a 
member of the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement. The Episcopal Church is grounded in scripture with God at 
its center in worship with Jesus as Lord empowered by the Spirit. 

We have the opportunity, as the church, to share God’s love for the world as seen in Jesus Christ through his life, death 
and resurrection. Our worship centers us on this truth as we share in the word, offer up our prayers and celebrate the 
Eucharist. Then we are called to go out and love and serve the Lord in all the variety of ways that make us unique as 
individuals and churches. 

We are also part of a much larger Jesus movement than our local congregation. We have the Diocesan ministries, 
national ministries and the worldwide Anglican ministries. My experience of worshiping in Australia and Uganda 
helps me to see we are part of a much larger movement. We are also a part of Christians, around the world, in every 
denomination proclaiming the good news of God’s love for the whole world. 
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