
The Rev. Lisa Mason

Biographical Data

Name:    Lisa Pichinson Mason

Date of birth:   August 16, 1964

Place of birth:   Corpus Christi, Texas

Name of spouse:   Kirk Mason

Names/ages of children:  Rand (29), John (26)

College and degree(s):  Southern Methodist University, BA

Seminary and degree(s):  Seminary of the Southwest, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 Stagen Leadership Academy Integral Leadership Program 2013-2014 
•	 Gathering of Leaders 2011 - present (participant and presenter)
•	 The Hockaday School
•	 Texas Real Estate Licensed Realtor, 23 years
•	 Godly Play Trainer 
•	 Christian Education Co-Director, The Church of the Good Shepherd, 1997-2006

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; Rector of St. David’s, San Antonio

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 Assistant Rector, St. David’s, San Antonio; June 2009 - January 2011
•	 Interim Rector, St. David’s, San Antonio; January 2011 - November 2011
•	 Rector, St. David’s, San Antonio; November 2011 - present

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 National: 
 Lay: Episcopal Relief and Development Diocesan Representative
   Diocesan Rep to National Cathedral
   Godly Play Trainer
 Ordained: Deputy to General Convention, 2012 and 2015 
   Member of Stewardship Committee, General Convention 2015
   Member of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary of the  
     Southwest, 2009-current, Treasurer, 2012-2015 
   Invite-Welcome-Connect Steering Committee, 2016
•	 Provincial: 
 Lay: Province VII Synod delegate, 2005
 Ordained: Province VII Synod delegate, 2011   
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(Continued) National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities: 

•	 Diocesan: 
  Lay: Delegate to council, 1992-2006
   Executive Board, 2000-2003 
   Christian Education Committee
   Chair of the Mustang Island Program Committee, 2000-2009
   Cursillo: served on 5 teams and as rector, 1999-2005
    Secretariat, 1999-2001         
 Ordained: Standing Committee, 2015-current
   Discernment Committee, 2012-present
   Episcopal Schools Commission, 2013-present
   Diocesan Development Committee (DDC), 2015-current
   DDC-Camps Sub Committee, 2013-current
   DDC-Camps Annual Fund Campaign, chair 2015, co-chair, 2016
   DDC-Camp Capers Capital Campaign Committee, 2016
   Duncan Park Committee chair, 2016
   Nominating Committee 2013, chair 2014
   Mustang Island Program Committee, chair 2009-current
   Mustang Island Site Committee
   Spiritual Director/ co-director for 3 Cursillos, 4 Happenings,
   3 Vocares, 1 New Beginnings, and 5 Mother-Daughter Retreats
      Co-Spiritual Director for 2 Spiritual Retreats-Recovery Ministry
   Mustang Island Family Camp, Teacher & Chaplain-multiple sessions
   Dean of Sr. High session at Camp Capers - last 8 years
•	 Community: 
 The Battle of Flowers Association, 2014-current
 The Terrell Hills Park Board, 2015-current
 Snak Pak 4 Kids, 2013-current
 Order of De Pineda, Corpus Christi, 1982-present, president, 2000
 Charity League of Corpus Christi, 1991-2006, president-2004 
 Junior League of Corpus Christi, 1986-1992
 Open Table, 2014-current

What do you do for recreation?

Spending time with family and friends, being outdoors, running, cycling, swimming, cooking, and gardening.
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The Rev. Lisa Mason

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are foundational to the ordained Ministry. 
How are you living this out in your life and ministry? 

My call as a Christian and as a priest is to meet people in the midst of their fear and doubt and give them a safe 
and holy place out of which to cry out for healing and hope.  I love to tell the story of God’s love and redemptive 
power and God’s Easter promise that with death, there is resurrection. I live out this truth by coming along side 
people and sharing that God is big enough to take our anger and fear and in response, shine light and mercy into 
the darkness and give birth to hope. Scripture is the story of God’s unconditional love for us and our call to learn to 
love one another as God loves us, and that God forgives us when we fall short and picks us up out of the muck of 
our brokenness and sets us on the path again. I am committed to preach and teach, through word and action, the 
lifesaving good news of the gospel at all times, in all places. Throughout my life I have been spiritually fed through the 
study of scripture in community, individual and corporate prayer, and the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. These 
practices empower me to strive to live out the Baptismal Covenant in my own life.

As a priest, I reflect weekly on my ordination vows as a form of examination of conscience to keep me prayerfully 
intentional about the promises I have made to God and to the people I serve.  I am humbled to lay hands on those 
who seek healing and mercy or make the sign of the cross on the newly baptized. It is humbling to be invited into 
people’s hearts to be an instrument of God’s love, compassion, and mercy. I am filled with awe and gratitude as God 
continues to restore and remember us to God and to each other as we partake of the Body and Blood of Christ, and 
then to proclaim God’s blessing as we go about this world as the hands, feet, and heart of Christ. We are called to 
grow the kingdom of God; I believe with all my heart that if we live our lives abundantly, sharing the unconditional 
love of God and God’s promise to make us new over and over, Christ will be made known in ways that exceed our 
imagination.

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward for the ministry of Bishop 
Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences would you bring to this ministry?

I love my current ministry, so this discernment required deep wrestling with God in my heart and intentional 
listening to those people who see in me a call to the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. I preach and teach others to trust 
God at work in your life and to have the courage to say yes to God’s call. So now I risk trusting and saying yes myself. 
I have served in leadership roles in this diocese both as a layperson and priest, and I am able to comprehend the 
whole vision as well as the small steps necessary to carry the vision forward. I encourage good honest conversations 
at the church about hard issues, inviting all voices to be heard with dignity and respect. I have found myself to be a 
reconciler who empowers people of different mindsets, life experiences, beliefs about God, and cultures to see and 
hear one another in order to recognize their unity as the Body of Christ. I encourage the church to be a community 
who strives to seek and serve Christ in all persons making God known and encountered through relationship, prayer, 
worship, formation (discipleship), and outreach (apostleship).

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop Diocesan?

I am willing and ready to use my gifts in whatever way supports both the ministry of the Diocesan and the people 
who are the Diocese of West Texas. I have served as both a lay and ordained person on several diocesan committees 
working with both diocesan and suffragan bishops. I understand the clearly defined roles of those offices, including 
that the suffragan works under the direction of his or her bishop. I have had the privilege of working side by side on 
the Board of Trustees of the Seminary of the Southwest with Bishop Reed for the past seven years, and I trust him to 
deploy me and my gifts to carry out the mission and ministry of the diocese with the people and places with which 
they would be most effective.  I have been working with my staff to build a team who trust me and one another and 
who find joy in their work, using their unique gifts to carry out the work we are given to do to best serve people. I 
bring this skill and experience to the office of suffragan if I am elected.     



How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and strangers, and  
defend those who have no helper”? How do you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan?

I believe all people long to know they are loved, they matter, and that they can make a difference. I also believe that it 
is the church, the Body of Christ, lay and ordained alike, who is called to make this known to every person regardless 
of race, economic status, gender, sexual identity, age, or mental or physical health. I have strived to live this promise 
out by word, action, and presence with those I am called to teach and lead in the church and beyond, both as a lay 
person and a priest, as a wife and mother, and as a community volunteer and former realtor. I have learned that you 
can see a person on the surface or really see a person by looking into their eyes and acknowledging their personhood. 
As a priest I have been called to live out this vow in ways that continue to humble me and move my heart. In those 
who have the courage to come to the church and seek assistance, in those with whom I walk with through the aging 
and dying process, and in those struggling with mental illness searching for mercy and hope, I have seen the face 
of Christ. I have seen God at work while delivering Snak Pak bags to classrooms at a neighboring elementary while 
seeing the joy and relief of the faces of the children who will take these bags home and receive sustenance through the 
weekend. I have ministered to those sisters with whom I serve on Open Table who are trying to make a new life and 
are vulnerable enough to know that they cannot do this alone.   

I have worked with people who are seeking the next meal or bag of diapers, but also those for whom their financial 
abundance is their albatross imprisoning them to a life of fear, self-centeredness, and family strife. Money can be an 
instrument of grace and generosity or of power and fear; God’s mercy is deeply needed in all aspects of the financial 
spectrum. I am humbled to walk beside those who are battling addiction seeking new life. We are each called to be 
messengers of God’s mercy and compassion and those who need to receive it are found in all places at all times. We 
must keep our eyes and hearts open so that we might be vessels of God’s redeeming love and grace.   

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the leadership of the Church throughout the 
world.” Describe how you see the relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in building and nurturing these  
relationships?

“A person is a person through other persons; I need you in order to be me as you need me in order to be you” 
(Desmond Tutu). I believe the core of what it means to be a Christian is grounded in this truth: as the Body of Christ 
we are intricately connected one to another. As Episcopalians, our identity is deeply grounded in our understanding 
that we are part of something bigger than ourselves which shapes the way we live out our faith. We are called to 
embrace our unity in the midst of our diversity while seeing each other as Christ sees us. This hospitality informs 
our understanding of God and enriches our life as the church. We are committed to strive to remain in relationship 
through the smooth and the more challenging times. As congregations we recognize that we are part of a diocese; 
together we can support the work of our congregations, and empower the ministries that otherwise we could never 
do on our own, such as camps and conferences, and local, national, and international mission work. As I travel about 
the diocese to lead retreats, meet with churches who have schools, or serve in our camping programs, I am moved by 
the inter-congregational relationships formed that strengthen our relationship with Christ. 

I am blessed to meet with people across the Episcopal Church for a variety of reasons including General Convention, 
Episcopal Relief and Development, Gathering of Leaders, Invite Welcome Connect, and several other national 
conferences. I never fail to form new relationships, strengthen existing ones, learn from the gifts, experiences and stories 
shared which all impact my understanding of God’s longing for us to grow the kingdom of God together, wherever we 
find ourselves. This connectedness forms us as a community that cares deeply for one another, and we are able to go to 
great lengths to agree to disagree in order to stay in relationship whenever possible. I have participated in mission work 
in the United States, Belarus, Haiti, Honduras, and Mexico and have discovered the richness of our relationship as part 
of the Anglican Communion when we work side by side to make Christ known to the world. If elected, I would strive to 
continue to build resources and relationships that lift each other up to be both disciples and apostles of Jesus.
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The Rev. Lisa Mason

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what are some ways that you believe the 
Episcopal Church can make new disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God?

In the midst of the current decline in church attendance and a growing population of “nones,” the Episcopal Church 
needs to be both faithful and bold. Many people do not know God and have not experienced finding God in a 
community of faith, but they are hungry for hope and meaning in their lives. Our culture’s loudest story is about 
pain, violence, and death. We need to proclaim that God’s hope conquers fear. We cannot simply expect people to 
show up to worship or attend programs. Many people are anxious to walk in a church for fear of appearing ignorant 
or different. The Spirit calls us to go out and be the church, meeting people where they are, at football games, at the 
symphony, at work or at play, before they realize that the church is relevant and life changing. We will glorify God if 
we commit to be open and willing to share the story of how God is at work in our lives and in the world. People are 
drawn into a relationship with God and the church when a congregation has a healthy sense of who they are and how 
they are called to serve their community.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal Church?

I am excited to be part of the Episcopal Church. People are hungry for God, even if they might not use those words. 
They are hungry to know they are loved and that they are not alone navigating the chaos of the world. Many who 
come through our doors either do not know God or have been hurt or excluded by what they have been told about 
God and the church. Our liturgy offers them an order or rhythm through which to worship, while leaving a wide 
threshold through which to discover God, ask questions, delve into scripture in community, and experience healing 
and new life.  Our focus on mission and outreach witnesses to what it means to strive for justice and peace and to 
respect the dignity of every human being and it calls us to give of ourselves to grow the Kingdom of God out in the 
world. When we pay attention to being a welcoming and loving church wherever we go, God works through us to 
spread hope, grace and mercy. We are blessed in this diocese with a history of being a missionary people; this is the 
life-giving transformational work to which we are called.


