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Heavenly Father,  

We are thankful for your help in becoming “Partners in the Gospel” that You are 

calling us to be. Form and empower us through the Holy Spirit to be signs, 

reminders, and instruments of the Kingdom of God, in West Texas and in our 

own congregations and our own lives. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

Thank you for strengthening us to accept the sacrifice, inconvenience, 

struggles, challenges and risks to participate with Christ in His redeeming work. 

Help us to answer the call that matters: to be saints of the Diocese of West 

Texas, to be servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

We are thankful for the loud, joyful, singing, banner-waving and sand-tracking 

people from Trinity by the Sea, our newest parish. They remind us all that 

heaven can break loose anywhere, anytime.  

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

We are grateful for our hosts, the people of Good Shepherd, especially co-

chairs Amy Liles, Shawn Pettus and Sally Wallace and their congregation’s 

generous, big-hearted hospitality...and the cookies. 



Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

We say “thank you” and bienvenido to our amigos in Mexico who are with us, 

especially Benito Juarez-Martinez and su esposa Angelica and su hijo. They 

remind us there are no rivers wide enough or deep enough to separate us from 

the love of Jesus Christ. They are fellow citizens with the saints and members 

of the household of God. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

We are grateful for the West Texas House of Bishops who have been steadfast 

in their mentorship, support, guidance and love: Bishops Gary Lillibridge, John 

McNaughton, Jim Folts, Bob Hibbs, and Bill Frey. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

Thank you for the hard work and strength of the staff of the Diocese of West 

Texas, including Camp Capers and Mustang Islands staff, who have a clear 

sense that their work is ministry for the sake of the diocese, numbering 30 but 

working like 90! We especially thank Nancy Stinson who does the work of one 

hundred men...or four women. 

Thank you for the support and life-long work from Bishop Gary and Catherine 

Lillibridge for Bishop David, and thank you for the mercy, grace and forgiveness 

of Bishop David’s wife Patti. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

 



 
Prayers for Suffragan Election    

Dear God,  

Give guidance and wisdom to this council as we elect a Bishop Suffragan. 

Accompany and comfort the nominees, your disciples, through the election as 

one will experience the joy—and trepidation—of being chosen, while six will feel 

the sadness—and relief—of having been passed over.   

Instill in the new Bishop Suffragan the ability to be a vibrant spiritual leader, the 

ability to make wise decisions based on input from followers, advisors, staff, 

and most of all, from You, the Almighty.   

Bless the partnership between Bishop Reed and the Bishop Suffragan so that 

they may establish an effective team that works well with the Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry.   

Provide our Bishop Suffragan with insight, awareness, stillness, patience and 

presence, so that he or she can hear the Word You convey and forge a spiritual 

path for our diocese. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

 



 

Prayer for Bishop Reed’s Six Initiatives  

Most Gracious God, 

We thank you for the opportunity to serve you and glorify your Holy name in all 

that we do and say.  We ask for guidance and continued blessings as we 

diligently work together as the Diocese of West Texas to fulfill the many needs 

that are before us.  We beseech thee to give us strength, wisdom and courage 

as we embrace the six initiatives: 

Small Church: Big Mission Conferences-may it be a model for engaging in all 

these initiatives. 

Church Planting, for planting a new church somewhere in the diocese 

strengthens the church everywhere in the diocese. 

College Missions which is alive and well and continues to thrive. 

Military Ministry:  may it be the beacon of light to those who have served and 

are currently serving to protect this great nation of ours. 

Young Adult Formation, understanding that there is joy in serving the Lord. 

Evangelism, spreading the good news of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that 

he makes all things new. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 



 

Prayer for study of Gospel of John   

God of light and life, give to us the brightness of your light through our study of 

the Gospel of John.  

Help us to enter the Biblical landscape that we might walk the illumined way of 

your truth and behold what you are up through Jesus your Son.  

Guide us, lay and clergy alike, to come to the water of life and be filled and 

renewed for our ongoing mission in proclaiming Christ in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

 



 
Prayers for Development within DOWT  

Heaven and Gracious Father,  

We thank you for the spirit-filled congregations which make up the Diocese of 

West Texas. We are grateful to You for the kingdom-work of building up, 

rebuilding and restoring. Continue strengthening and expanding our ministries 

to welcome in and serve more people. 

We thank you for the renovations at our beloved camp, Camp Capers. We see 

Your glory in all things new and anticipate the completion of the final renovated 

piece of the dining hall. May all who are fed spiritually and physically at Camp 

Capers know the power of Your love. 

We thank you for the wonderful, maxed-out facility at Mustang Island. Grant us 

the wisdom and the ability to transform more lives through additional housing 

and gathering spaces. May we be mindful of ensuring all buildings are for your 

service so others might be moved more boldly toward the Kingdom. 

We thank you for the spiritual work done within the missions and ministries of 

the Diocese of West Texas. Continue to fill us with Your grace and abundant 

blessings as we grow newly ordained clergy; grow investment in young lives; 

grow our reach beyond our borders; and, grow new congregations.  

May all things begun and ended in You be for Your glory and to the glory of 

Your Kingdom here on earth. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

 



 
Prayers for Going This Way    

Heavenly Father,  

With grateful hearts we rejoice in what Christ is doing around our diocese, in 

our congregations and in our own lives. Help us to remember who we are, what 

we have received and the work you have called us into for the glory of Your 

Kingdom.  

Remind us. 

As you continue to make all things new, allow us to have eyes to see and 

behold the beauty. Focus our attention, make us look, give us courage to go 

into the world and bring Christ to offer real life, peace and healing where there 

is pain, sin, confusion, division and hopelessness. 

Give us courage. 

Remind us as we pray “thy kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven” to join Christ in his work; that we are to be His hands and feet and 

bring hope to those beaten down by life. May the light of Jesus inside of us 

bring the light of glory to the dark places of the world. 

Fill us with Your light.  

Keep us on Your path so we go this way to the Kingdom of God. Keep the 

vision of heaven and earth as a whole new creation singing in harmony to the 

Lord and King. Let us see this place and this day differently. 

Let us go this way toward the Kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

 



 
Prayer for World Mission    

Holy and Gracious God,  

We thank you for sending us out into the world in your name.  We ask you to 

bless those who travel outside of our diocese to do Kingdom work spreading 

the Good News.   

Give us guidance and wisdom as we seek not only to sustain but to grow the 

vibrant and effective mission work of this diocese.  Open our hearts and minds 

to see what needs to be done to financially and prayerfully support the teams 

that go as you commanded us.   

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

 



 

Prayer for the Iona Initiative    

Gracious Lord,  

We come to the foot of the cross with grateful hearts, rejoicing in the ordained 

leadership in the Diocese of West Texas. And, while grateful for the many 

blessings already received in Your ordained servants, we ask You to give us 

courage and determination to face the challenges of significant church-wide 

clergy deployment.  

Bless the faithful and creative work of Rev. Dr. John Lewis and Rev. John 

Badders as they bring to life the formation of Bi-Vocational priests with the Iona 

Initiative. Give them wisdom in their work, focus in the formation, and joy in the 

abundant blessings. 

We ask You to move the hearts of those entering discernment this spring. May 

the glory of Your plan for their lives be revealed. And, may the lives of your 

faithful followers rejoice in knowing You more deeply, ministering to those who 

You love.  

Lord, in your mercy… 

Hear our prayer. 

 

 



 
Budget Task Force Resolution    

A Resolution Authorizing a Special Task Force 

on the Diocesan Budget 

113th Council of the Diocese of West Texas 

Corpus Christi, Texas          February 23-25, 2017 

WHEREAS, Christian stewardship is the use of all that God has entrusted to us- 

 time, talent and treasure--and is a primary work of the Church; and 

WHEREAS, individual members and the 87 churches of the Diocese of West 

Texas are called to practice biblical stewardship and to be generous 

stewards, using wisely and giving thankfully from the abundance of their 

blessings; and 

WHEREAS, the annual budget of our Diocese is a reflection of the collective  

stewardship of the churches and an expression of our commitment to 

mission and ministry; and 

WHEREAS, from time to time, the Diocese has found it wise to re-examine the  

annual budget to ensure that we are practicing the best possible 

stewardship, and the last such endeavor was begun in 2003; and 

WHEREAS, we have arrived at such a time in our life together, when financial 

 uncertainties and stresses affect a significant number of our churches 

 and, thus, the diocesan budget and our ability to do the work to  

 which our Lord is calling us; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 113th Council of the Diocese of West Texas authorize a  

special Task Force on the Budget, appointed by the Bishop Coadjutor, to 

be charged with the careful examination of all current sources of funding 



for diocesan mission and ministry, including apportionment, endowments 

and special offerings; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Task Force will consider also the process by which the  

annual budget is created; the work of various entities that have impact 

upon the financial resources of the Diocese, including the Episcopal 

Church Corporation in West Texas, the Episcopal Foundation in West 

Texas, and the Diocesan Development Steering Committee; and the 

ways by which new initiatives are funded; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Task Force will examine the local church option "Line 1a 

and 1b" in effect pursuant to Resolution 2-2007, passed at the 

103rdDiocesan Council, in conjunction with review of General Convention 

Resolution D013, regarding diocesan assessments, passed in 2015; and 

be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Task Force will study the quantity and quality of 

Stewardship education in the churches, and the most effective practices 

in   use, and that it will also study the effectiveness and clarity of diocesan 

communication to the churches regarding both faithful stewardship and 

the annual budget; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Task Force will report and make recommendations to the  

 Executive Board by November of 2017, and report to this Council in 2018. 

Right Reverend Sirs, we so move. 

 


