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Behold, Renewal

W 
ho would’ve thought my mom’s 
(and maybe yours, too) quaint, 

small-town advice to her children all those 
years ago would now sound so boldly and 
radically counter-cultural?

“If you can’t say something nice about 
someone, don’t say anything at all.” She had 
occasion to say this often to her six children.

Can you imagine?

Can you imagine the eerie silence that would have fallen over our 
land during the presidential campaign (and after), if adults behaved 
like, well, adults, and left unspoken the mean and demeaning things 
we’re so quick to say or write or pass on via social media? Can you 
imagine what the long-running shouting match that passes for 
political discourse would be like if politicians and their vocal follow-
ers would simply give their opponents credit for being fellow human 
beings?

I get asked, from time to time, what I think about the recent presi-
dential election, or how I think “the Church” should respond. I hear, 
though not too often, from parishioners around the diocese who 
think their priest has gotten “too political.” I know good episcopa-
lians who are delighted with Mr. Trump’s election. and I know good 
episcopalians who suspect his victory is a sign of the apocalypse. 
and, of course, there are many who are deeply troubled about the 
nasty chaos of the process, and anxious about what it may have 
revealed about us (not “them”!) and our beloved country.

So what might be a healthy response for the followers of Jesus? Once 
we get past fantasies about undoing social media and what it’s done 
to our brains and hearts, we could begin by remembering that we 
are citizens of God’s kingdom, baptized and called to no longer “be 
conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewal of your 
mind” in Christ (romans 12:2). It does no good to say Christians 
(whether lay, clergy or congregations) should stay out of politics. The 
word itself comes from polis, Greek for city or community. If we are 
the Body of Christ, then our politics are shaped and challenged by 
Jesus. Our politics are the politics of the Kingdom, which is our true 
polis.

the rt. rev. DaviD reeD
Bishop CoaDjutor oF the DioCese

ON the Bishop’s MiND

“But we can say that the politics 
of Jesus begin and end with love—
love that knows the serious reality 

of sin; love that enters into the 
brokenness of this world to offer 

healing and peace.”
- Bishop David Reed
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FrOM the eDitorhaving that as our starting point, of course, doesn’t tell us for whom 
to vote, nor what our opinion on any given issue should be. But we 
can say that the politics of Jesus begin and end with love—love that 
knows the serious reality of sin; love that enters into the broken-
ness of this world to offer healing and peace; love that respects and 
restores human dignity; love that is sacrificial; love that seeks the 
common good and beckons us to a higher vision.

The highest vision of love we are given is the Incarnation, Death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. he was born as one of us for the sake 
of all of us (regardless of our politics), he died to free us from sin 
and death. he was raised as a sure sign of God’s victory, that sin and 
death will never again own and define us.

To believe that, to see that coming true as we follow Jesus, should, at 
the very least, make us more humble, and a lot quieter, in our politi-
cal certitude and antagonisms.

Our Council (and diocesan) theme for 2017 is from the Book of 
revelation, when the One upon the throne says, “Behold, I make all 
things new.” (21:5) Though these words are spoken in a vision to 
St. John, they are not spoken in a vacuum. This section of the book 
begins with “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God...and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
‘Behold, the dwelling of God is with people. he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people.” (21:2-3) This is a beautiful—and pow-
erfully transformative—vision of the city ... the polis ... of God. This, 
finally, is what God intends.

all our petty politicking pales and falls to the ground in the face of 
the dignity, beauty and majesty of God’s community. In the enduring 
light of this holy vision and with the loud assurance that God is mak-
ing all things new in Christ, perhaps in 2017, we (individually and 
in our churches) may be renewed by the Spirit in Christian practices 
of prayer, forbearance and patience. Maybe humility, graciousness 
and generosity of spirit will flourish among us and be like cool, clean 
water for our society. Maybe we’ll receive grace to give each other a 
break (even those least likely to give us a break), and maybe we’ll be 
brave and wise enough to be quiet when we’re tempted to dehu-
manize and diminish.

It could just be the time at which I’m writing this (Christmas), but 
our culture, battered and divided though the election has left us, 
seems to be a bit more reflective and reticent. Maybe the long, 
forced look in the mirror during this season has caused some of us 
to remember what matters. For the Church, it is an opportunity. (all 
times are opportunities for those who follow Jesus.) This is a chance 
for you, and for your church, to offer yourselves as peacemakers, 
reconcilers, evangelists, healers, teachers, light-bearers, truth-tellers, 
lovers and forgivers. you can, by grace, offer yourselves as servants 
and friends of the Lord who bring the Kingdom, the new polis, and 
says, “Behold, I make all things new.”

Revealing Pauses

“I think we become too bored 
with our daily lives to see how 
God is moving in our midst.” 

This was – in part – what Bishop 
reed told the diocesan staff as 
he introduced the 2017 diocesan 
theme: 

“Behold, I make all things new” 
(revelation 21:5, rSV).

My four-year-old son, Caleb, 
played on his first T-ball team this 
past fall. he was all about it, ut-
terly ecstatic to put on his Baylor 
Bears uniform, baseball glove, 
gold socks, and tennis shoes and 
take the field each week. he was 
convinced he was an actual Baylor 
Bear baseball player.

But one afternoon during prac-
tice, he was stuck in the outfield. 
as some of the other little boys 
and girls took turns batting, 
Caleb, standing out in the rela-
tively quiet field, yelled out to my 
husband outside the gate, 

“Dad, this is SO boring! 
Daaaaaad, it’s SO hot out here!”

While my husband and the other 
parents got a good giggle out of 
Caleb’s sudden outburst, Caleb 
threw his head back and slung his 
arms around with growing impa-
tience.

he had lost focus. The activity he 
loved had come to a halt. he was 
no longer batting off the tee and 
running towards a base; he was 
no longer fielding catches from 
the pitcher’s mound. he was stuck 
in the outfield, and that was bor-
ing. he lost sight of the joy of the 
game.

This is challenging for all of us at 
some point in our lives, maybe 
more often than not. We forget 
to accept the pauses in our daily 
activities and use that time to look 
around us, to see what is new, 

how God 
is working 
in our lives 
and in the 
lives of oth-
ers. 

Bishop 
reed chal-
lenged the 
diocesan 
staff to consider just what is new. 
If we believe in a God that makes 
all things new, then what is? It 
could be small things – gifts of 
grace – occurring in your life that 
require you to pause and take 
notice. 

recently, my husband and I have 
marveled at the boy that Caleb is 
becoming. he’s always been the 
younger brother, now the middle 
of three. But in what seems like 
such a small amount of time, he 
has grown up (vertically), is a so-
cial being, and is learning things 
at lightning speed. 

In the time we take to pause and 
look, we see God’s abundant 
grace in the health and growth 
of our sons. I often hear that the 
days of parenting are long, but 
the years are short, and taking no-
tice of what has become of Caleb 
is a testament to that.

When game time would finally 
come around for Caleb each 
week, he was well aware of all 
that moment offered him. as 
he ran onto the field for his turn 
to bat, we would call out “Go, 
Caleb!,” and a shy, sweet smile 
would spread across his face as he 
picked up his pace. 

In those moments, Caleb recog-
nized his ability and found joy in 
strengthening it and challenging 
himself. It was all new to him, and 
he embraced it.  
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Open Table
a breakthrough in faith-government partnership

Submitted by Catherine Lillibridge, 
Open Table Coordinator

a successful kick-off exploration event 
for a new faith-government partnership 
between the Bexar County Juvenile Probation 
Department and Open Table was held 
on December 15, 2016 to discuss the 
emergency of young adults transitioning 
from juvenile probation. This is a 
breakthrough partnership between faith and 
government to help young adults establish 
productive roots in their community.

The Open Table is an intervention model 
engaged by faith communities that utilizes 
congregational volunteers to develop 
new resources and supports for people in 
poverty while accompanying them on a 
one-year journey. The model brings together 
“networks of relationships.” 

The in-depth learning session on December 
15 of the Open Table model was be held at 
Grace Point Church in San antonio. It was 
a unique opportunity for faith communities 
to learn about partnering with the Juvenile 
Probation Department and Open Table in 
order to help aging-out youth successfully 
integrate into the community. 

The exploration event:
•	 Provided an understanding of the aging-

out youth population from the Juvenile 
Probation Department

•	 Provided an understanding of the Open 
Table model

•	 heard from a sister who has been served 
by an Open Table model

•	 Gave an overview of Open Table training 
and outcome evaluation results that 
document the transformative power of 
the model.

There were 11 churches of different 
denominations represented at the 
exploration, along with two judges who work 
with juveniles in the probation system. 

Deputy Chief Probation Officer Maricela 
Morales spoke on the needs and challenges 
of the young adults who turn 18 while in the 
Bexar County Juvenile Probation Department 
and what resources are currently available to 
them. 

Jessica, San antonio’s first Open Table sister, 
who has begun her career at the San antonio 
area Foundation and who has spoken at 
several explorations and at churches, gave 
her witness and encouraged those there 
to help the young adults in need in the 
community. 

Jon Katov, Open Table’s founder and 
CeO, spoke about the best ways faith and 
government can collaborate to transform 
lives of young adults in a state of emergency.

Catherine Lillibridge, Open Table 
coordinator, said about the program, “at its 
core is a process through which between six 
and 12 volunteers from a community of faith 
come together weekly for one year, to serve 
as a support network for individuals/families 
in need (called ‘brothers or sisters’ in the 
Open Table model). Through an after-Plan, 
brothers and sisters and their table members 
remain in long-term relationship.” 

This goal of this initiative for 2017 will be 
five to six churches launching tables to 
come alongside five to six young adults who 
will turn 18 while in the Juvenile Probation 
Department. 

Jessica’s Video:
Visit https://vimeo.
com/195853433 to see 
a video highlighting San 
antonio’s first Open Table 
sister and her journey.

The Open Table is an 
intervention model engaged 

by faith communities, 
bringing together a “network 
of relationships,” to support 

people in poverty while 
accompanying them on a  

one-year journey.

Churches are invited to learn more by calling 
Catherine Lillibridge or Maricela Morales. 
Let’s make 2017 a year of hope for these 
young adults.

Catherine Lillibridge   
Open Table Coordinator
catherinelillibridge@theopentable.org  
210-363-6458     
 
Maricela I. Morales
Deputy Chief Probation Officer 
mmorales@bexar.org 
210-335-1815

you can also visit the Open Table website at:
www.theopentable.org.

The Open Table in the 
Diocese of West Texas

Licensed Open Table churches:
St. David’s, San antonio
reconciliation, San antonio
holy Spirit, Dripping Springs
St. Philip’s, uvalde
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Stop and look. 
 Look all around you. 
  Do you see it? 
   Did you notice?

God is making all things new. 

 Always, God is making all things new.

The challenge we often find ourselves faced with is seeing God at work in our lives, in 
lives around us, in our community, and in our world. 

In the book of revelation, chapter 21, the writer sees “a new heaven and a new earth,” 
and from the one who is seated on the throne, he hears, “Behold, I make all things new” 
(21:5, rSV). From this verse comes our diocesan theme for 2017. 

Behold! God is at work. he has already overcome death, and we believe in his saving 
grace. We see a new horizon, whether this resembles a welcome small change in our 
lives worthy of praise or a grand movement proclaiming God’s kingdom here on earth. 
God is making all things new, each and every day. 

Pause. Take a deep breath, and look all around you. What is new in your life? What is 
changing? What has God set in motion? 

as a diocesan family we are on a path to the Kingdom of God. as Bishop reed told 
us last year at Diocesan Council, we are going “this way,” the way that leads to the 
Kingdom. We are participating in deeds of mercy, gifts of love, and in such acts, we are 
making things new for others, for our neighbors. 

Join us at this year’s Diocesan Council to hear testimonies of the amazing work God is 
doing, to feel the joy among friends who are witnessing this together, who are a part of 
our purpose. Behold all that is new and all that is to come. 

The 113th Annual Council of the D
iocese of W

est Texas  council-dw
tx.org

registration is open online for  

•	 Churches (clergy, delegates, alternates, 
clergy spouses)

•	 Individuals (visitors, volunteers)
•	 Childcare 

Visit http://council-dwtx.org
registration will close on February 13. 

Summary of Fees:
Clergy, Delegate, alternate   $165
   (Banquet and Bishops’ Luncheon, and   
   Saturday boxed lunch included) 

Clergy Spouse    $120
   (Banquet, Bishops’ Luncheon, Friday    
   breakfast, and Saturday boxed lunch     
   included)

Visitor      $35
   (meals not included) 

Thursday Commission for Women’s $25  
   Ministries Lunch  
Thursday Christian education  $25
   Department Luncheon
Thursday Mission Churches Dinner $22
Friday Bishops’ Luncheon  $30
Friday Banquet Ticket   $40
Childcare    $10
   ($10 per day per child)

Nominations & Voting: 

each year at Diocesan Council lay and clergy 
members are elected to various boards and 
committees. you can view the nominees for 
this year’s Council at http://council-dwtx.
org/business/nominations. The Council 
website also features the job descriptions 
along with the episcopal Church Canons and 
the Diocesan Canons that apply. Council 
will elect new members to the following 
governing bodies: 

•	 Officers of the Diocese
•	 executive Board
•	 Trustees of the episcopal Church  

Corporation
•	 Trustees to TMI - The episcopal School  

of Texas
•	 Trustee to the university of the South - 

Sewanee
•	 Standing Committee
•	 Deputies/alternates to Province VII Synod
•	 Deputies/alternates to the General 

Convention of The episcopal Church

Special Section: 113th Diocesan Council

113th Diocesan Council
February 23-25, 2017
AmericanBank Center
Corpus Christi, Texas

1901 N. Shoreline Blvd., 78401
Hosted by Church of the Good 

Shepherd, Corpus Christi

#behold
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Bishop Suffragan Election

On Saturday, February 25, 2017, all 
canonically resident clergy in the diocese 
and duly elected delegates and alternates 
from each congregation of the diocese 
will gather for the election of a Bishop 
Suffragan during the 113th Diocesan 
Council in Corpus Christi, Texas.

The seven (7) Potential Nominees for 
Bishop Suffragan were announced on 
December 1. The nominees’ biographical 
information and answers to a series 
of questions can be found in this issue 
beginning on page 7 and also online at 
www.council-dwtx.org/business/bishop-
suffragan.

Council Worship:

Council eucharist 
Thursday, February 23,  
6:00 p.m., Selena auditorium 

This year, we will gather to worship at 
our annual Council eucharist on Thursday 
evening at 6:00. Clergy are invited to vest, 
beginning at 5:30, green stoles, please. 
Bishop Lillibridge will preach, and Bishop 
reed will celebrate.

Banners:
Please bring your church’s banner to the 
Discernment Forum of your choice (see dates 
on page 8). The diocese will ensure the arrival 
of the banners in Corpus Christi. No stands 
are needed, just the banners. a wall of the 
church banners will be created in the Selena 
auditorium, serving as a backdrop for our 
Council eucharist service. you may remember 
this beautiful display from Diocesan Council in 
2013. It will take all the banners in our diocese 
to make this wall complete.

Other Worship Opportunities:
•	 Morning Prayer, Friday, February 24, 

at 8:00 a.m. in the rotunda at the 
americanBank Center

•	 Compline, Friday, February 24, following 
the Council Banquet in the americanBank 
Center

 

http://council-dwtx.org

Visit the Council website at http://council-
dwtx.org beginning Thursday afternoon, 
February 23. Throughout the three days 
of Council, the diocesan communications 
team will be updating the site with audio 
reports, news posts, pictures, and videos.

See
•	 Council eucharist sermon
•	 Bishop Coadjutor’s address
•	 announcement of new Bishop Suffragan

hear
•	 Committee reports 
•	 Bishop Coadjutor’s address
•	 Bishop Lillibridge’s luncheon 

presentation

read
•	 Bishop Coadjutor’s address
•	 Nomination results
•	 resolutions
•	 Diocesan budget
•	 Bishop Suffragan balloting results

also find on the “Go Green” page
•	 The Council agenda
•	 List of activities
•	 List of exhibits and their locations in the 

Ballroom
•	 all the “Go Green” documents 

 

Go Green
every handout that is 
delivered by pages 
throughout the days of 
Council will be available 
for download under the 
“Go Green” tab of the Council 
website at  
http://council-dwtx.org. 

Diocesan Council coverage 
continues on page 31.

Council in action (CIa):

For the children of active duty military members
Our Council in action 2017 project specifically addresses 
the children of active duty personnel left behind and 
waiting for their parents to return, as our Military Ministry 
team partners with Joint Base San antonio-randolph 
hearts apart.

CIa will support Operation FLaGS (Families Learning 
about Global Support), a mock-deployment event for 
300 third-fifth grade students at randolph elementary 
School in San antonio. The annual event helps students 
to experience what it’s like for their active-duty parents to leave for a deployment. Operation 
FLaGS is held in May at Joint Base San antonio (JBSa), and will include over 100 volunteer 
airmen and civilians from JBSa organizations including firefighters, explosive ordinance 
disposal specialists, and military working dog handlers and their canines.

400 posters, 400 flags
Our goal is to donate 400 posters and 400 flags to students and families participating in 
Operation FLaGS. each flag cost 25 cents. Money collected will be used to purchase flags and 
support other outreach to military families. 

For more information, contact Leslie Mixson at leslie.mixson@dwtx.org or while at Council 
visit the Military Ministry booth and the task force co-chairs, the rev. Karen Brandon, Chaplain 
Lt. Col. (ret.), u.S. army; and Chaplain Susan Douglas, Chief Master Sgt. (ret.) u.S. air Force.

Photo credit: The National Guard
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Photo: Church banners displayed in the Selena Auditorium for the Council Eucharist 
service in 2013. This banner wall will be re-created this year. Please bring your church 
banner to the Discernment Forum you plan to attend the weekend of January 28-29.

The 2016 Diocesan Council adopted a 
resolution outlining the process by which 
the Diocese of West Texas will elect a 
Bishop Suffragan. The Standing Committee 
has been charged with overseeing this 
discernment process. The nomination period 
opened on July 1, 2016, and the Standing 
Committee received nominations through 
September 30. 

These potential nominees then underwent 
the canonically mandated background 
screenings by an outside agency and were 
invited to respond in writing to a series 
of questions. We use the term “potential 
nominees” because these men and women 
will not formally become “nominees” until 
the first ballot – a nominating ballot – is cast 
on February 25, 2017.

The Standing Committee is pleased to share 
with the Diocese the names, biographical 
information, and written responses from 
seven priests who are potential nominees for 
Suffragan Bishop of West Texas. 

We are grateful to these men and women 
for their faithfulness and for their willingness 
to offer themselves to the Lord and to the 
Diocese of West Texas. We invite you to 
hold them in your daily prayers in the weeks 
leading up to the election.

Special Section

Potential Nominees:

The Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson    9 

The Rev. Christopher Caddell     12

The Rev. Chris Cole     15

The Rev. John Hill     18  

The Rev. Lisa Mason     21

The Rev. Jonathan Wickham   24

The Rev. Robert Woody    27

Potential Nominees for Bishop Suffragan
Prayer for the Diocese

Almighty God, we give thanks that you have called forth leaders throughout the generations 
who boldly proclaim your love. Call forth through us a bishop who proclaims Christ’s 
resurrection, and who faithfully interprets the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and who will lead us - the 
church - into the world in His Name, encouraging the saints and nourishing us from the riches 
of your grace. So guide the hearts and minds of those who will discern the person you are 
calling to be our Bishop Suffragan, so that we may receive a faithful pastor who will guard and 
govern the church, sustain the presbyters, care for your people, and equip us to serve the world 
in Christ’s Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Discernment Forums / Pre-Council Meetings
January 28-29, 2017

There will be only three Pre-Council meetings this year, all during the weekend of January 28-29, 
2017. These three meetings will focus on Discernment Forums to afford voting delegates and 
clergy, plus visitors, the opportunity to hear from the potential nominees for Bishop Suffragan in 
person. all are welcome to attend. The Discernment Forum held at TMI - The episcopal School 
of Texas will be video-recorded and available for viewing online the following week.

•	 Valley - Saturday, January 28 from 9:00 a.m. - noon at St. alban’s, harlingen 

•	 Coastal Bend - Saturday, January 28 from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. at Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Corpus Christi 

•	 Central - Sunday, January 29 from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. at TMI - The episcopal School 
of Texas, San antonio

election of a Bishop Suffragan
February 25, 2017

On February 25, 2017, all canonically resident clergy in the diocese and duly elected delegates 
and alternates from each congregation of the diocese will gather for the election of a Bishop 
Suffragan during the 113th Diocesan Council in Corpus Christi, Texas.

you can follow the proceedings and the result of the election on the Council website:
http://council-dwtx.org

The Bishop Suffragan-elect will be consecrated on Saturday, July 29, 2017, at TMI - The 
episcopal School of Texas in San antonio. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will preside over the 
service. More details will be available in the March/april 2017 issue of The Church News, as 
well as online at www.dwtx.org. 

Special Section Potential Nominees for Bishop Suffragan

The Episcopate in the Diocese of West Texas:
Bishops

robert Woodward Barnwell elliott – b. 1840; d. 1887; bishop 1874-1887
James Steptoe Johnston – b. 1845; d. 1924; bishop 1888-1916
William Theodotus Capers – b. 1867; d. 1943; coadjutor 1914-1915, diocesan 1916-1943 
everett holland Jones – b. 1902; d. 1995; bishop 1943-1969
harold Cornelius Gosnell – b. 1908; d. 1999; coadjutor 1968, diocesan 1969-1977 
Scott Field Bailey – b. 1916; d. 2004; coadjutor 1976, diocesan 1977-1987 
John herbert MacNaughton – b. 1929; coadjutor 1986, diocesan 1987-1995 
James edward Folts – b. 1940; coadjutor 1994-1995, diocesan 1996-2006 
Gary richard Lillibridge – b. 1956; coadjutor 2004-2005, diocesan 2006-present 

Bishops suffragan

richard earl Dicus – b. 1910; d. 1996; suffragan 1955-1976
Stanley Fillmore hauser – b. 1922; d. 1989; suffragan 1979-1987
earl Nicholas Mcarthur – b. 1925; suffragan 1988-1993
robert Boyd hibbs – b. 1932; suffragan 1996-2003
David Mitchell reed – b. 1957; suffragan 2006-2014, coadjutor 2015-2017
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Biographical Data

Name:    Jennifer Brooke-Davidson

Date of birth:   June 29, 1960

Place of birth:   Corpus Christi, Texas

Name of spouse:  Carrick Brooke-Davidson

Names/ages of children: emma (23), Kate (19)

College and degree(s):  yale university, Ba  
    university of Texas School of Law, JD

Seminary and degree(s): Fuller Theological Seminary, MaGL
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 12 years practicing commercial finance law in Washington, DC; 
about 10 years serving on church staff as Director of religious 
education and Director of Formation and evangelism; innumerable 
continuing education seminars and workshops. 

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; Vicar of Saint elizabeth’s, Buda

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 assistant rector at Saint Stephen’s, Wimberley, 2009-2011 
•	 Vicar of Saint elizabeth’s, Buda, 2011-present

National, provincial, and diocesan and 
community activities:

•	 National: Delegate to General 
Convention, 2015; Gathering of 
Leaders

•	 Diocesan, Present: Board of 
examining Chaplains; Disciplinary 
Board; evangelism Task Force; 
Mustang Island Program 
Committee; Church Planting Task 
Force planning group

•	 Diocesan, Past: Trustee of the 
Church Corporation, College 
Missions Committee; executive 
Board; Christian education advisory Board; Council Worship 
Planning; Cursillo Team Member (multiple), Spiritual Life 
Committee; Family Camp teacher and chaplain; Camp Capers 
chaplain; Women’s retreat chaplain; Marriage retreat co-leader

•	 Community activities: Chaplain to Buda Police Department 
and Department of Parks and recreation; Founding Board 
member, hays Drive-a-Senior Corp.; City of Buda housing action 
Committee member; Chair, Buda Ministerial alliance; Seton hays 
hospital Community advisory Board member; Buda Chamber of 
Commerce past ambassador; past Friends of Buda Library board 
member; past Mentor, Tom Green elementary School

What do you do for recreation?

I like cooking, so I’m enjoying learning new techniques for a paleo/
primal kitchen. I like gardening, so I’m learning container gardening, 
because we have no dirt on the ground in the hill Country. I love 
visiting our daughters and sightseeing with them in Minnesota, DC, 
and ecuador. I’ve gotten to be a bit of a movie junkie since the girls 
left home.

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are 
foundational to the ordained Ministry.  How are you living this out in your 
life and ministry?  

all of our hope is founded in the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection. Jesus’ resurrection inaugurates the reunification and 
remaking of heaven and earth.  as resurrection unfolds, all that is good, 
true, and beautiful, becomes building material for the Kingdom, in ways 
we can’t yet fully see.  Like the body of our Lord in the 40 days after the 
first easter, the Kingdom slips in and out of sight, alternately terrifying 
and exhilarating us. It’s hard to grasp that God continues to use us 
as co-creators of this world, and that God will redeem and sanctify 
and perfect this world and not just leave it behind.  It’s challenging to 
believe, when we know how broken, dysfunctional, grimy, and cruel 
this world can still be, and how easily we contribute to all that evil, even 
when we have heard the Good News.  

Our work – lay and ordained – is to proclaim resurrection in the 
face of despair and discouragement, over and over.  Sometimes, to 
people hearing it for the first time. Just as importantly, to people 
who have heard it before, who just can’t hang on in moments of 
temptation, weakness, and fear – which is pretty much all of us, at 
least sometimes.  

I proclaim resurrection in our congregation by preaching, as clearly as 
I can, what I discern in Scripture with the help of the holy Spirit; by 
teaching, as engagingly as I can, the wisdom of the tradition of the 
Church; by encouraging, as convincingly as I can, the gift of reason 
in the service of faith.  My work is to validate and guide the spiritual 
struggles of people of all ages, promising them that it is never too 
soon or too late to do the work of spiritual formation, which will serve 
them in this life and in the resurrected life.  

resurrection is not simply individual, but also corporate – hence, 
“Kingdom”.  Following the “new parish” model of ministry, I seek to 
proclaim resurrection in the larger community.  as Ministerial alliance 
chair, I created with the City Manager a volunteer chaplaincy program 
for all City departments. I serve as Chaplain to the Police Department 
and Parks and recreation.  I attend City Council meetings and spend 
hours building relationships with city staff; I offer the invocation at 
Chamber of Commerce events; I offered the public blessing at the 
groundbreaking of the new City hall.  It’s all resurrection work.

Potential NomineesThe Rev. JennifeR BRooke-DaviDson
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Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward 
for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences 
would you bring to this ministry? 

Our congregation is experiencing The Story, a year-long summary of 
the Bible. On the day that I preached the call of abraham – God’s call 
to leave our comfort zones to go to unknown places - my phone rang, 
and a trusted friend requested that I consider participating in this 
process.  With personal trepidation, but believing in practicing what 
one preaches, I agreed to allow my name to go forward.  For me it is 
an exercise in obedience to the community process of discernment.  

My usefulness probably lies mostly in my experiences in helping to 
grow churches in small town and suburban/ex-urban contexts, which 
requires focused evangelism and lay leadership development, as well 
as strong formation for all ages.  I have learned to weather conflict 
and build consensus, read the context of the congregation, and 
identify and develop the gifts of the laity. My education, training, and 
experience in leadership development help me equip ministry teams 
and local collaborations that pray, grow, and serve together.  The 
gates of hell cannot stand against a spiritually grounded, enthusiastic 
team devoted to bringing the Good News to their community.  
Such lay-driven teamwork is the heart of the revitalization of the 
congregations I have served.

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop 
Diocesan? 

The best teams are built with complementary strengths, collegial 
spirit, and clear lines of authority.  We are blessed to have a Diocesan 
with tremendous integrity, spiritual clarity, and a compassionate 
nature – as well as a sense of humor that can lighten and lubricate the 
work.  I see the suffragan’s role as supporting his ministry, discharging 
with industry and care whatever substantive assignments he makes, 
and working under his direction to make the ministry of the bishop’s 
office available throughout the diocese in a way one person cannot 
possibly do alone. It would be my hope to amplify the ethic of caring 
and hope that characterizes our Diocesan, and to contribute ideas and 
perspectives for collaborative development.  My specific background 
in congregational revitalization, missional theology and evangelism, 
ecumenical engagement, leadership development, Christian 
formation, and business law, would be a set of resources that could be 
put into the service of his vision for our churches.

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to 
the poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper”?  How do 
you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan?  

Sometimes the work is obvious, like organizing food drives, or raising 
money for mattresses for a family sleeping on the floor after a flood, 
or rent for a family living in their car, or building a garden at a Title 1 
school (in our current church).  

Other times, it’s a slow, steady investment in community relations - 
attending meetings and serving as police chaplain - which may not 
directly benefit the poor, but does produce opportunities to serve 
on the city’s affordable housing Council, to foster the creation of a 
nonprofit that organizes volunteers to give seniors rides to medical 

appointments, and to facilitate conversations between pastors and 
police on race relations (also current projects).

Sometimes, it has been developing a team that led a congregation 
every other month to do major community projects, from ginormous 
“free sales,” to the removal of mountains of garbage from hidden 
yards, to the renovation and completion of homes (in my previous 
church).

Many times, it is asking the question, week after week, “What is 
God calling this fellowship of faith to do in our community and 
the world?” and then chasing that call down the back alleys of 
neglect, abuse, and indifference. More times than we would like, 
it’s praying our way through the shoals of addiction, physical and 
mental illness, unemployment, incarceration, and all their attendant 
rage, retribution, and despair, right in our own congregation.  It’s 
explaining again and again why we handle conflict as prescribed 
in Scripture instead of triangulating.  It’s going over the ineluctable 
need to forgive, again and again.  It’s holding up God’s dream of our 
repentance, reconciliation, and healing until the vision catches.

as Suffragan, I would serve in mission myself, but more importantly 
would help equip and encourage our congregations to do more than 
we often think we can accomplish.  Jesus’ kingdom parables – the 
leaven, the mustard seed, the enacted parable of the multiplication of 
loaves and fishes – teach us that God works powerfully through small, 
ordinary things. The bishop’s office can help by fostering the creation 
of a clearinghouse of opportunities and resources rooted in what the 
lay people of the congregations see as the world’s deep hungers, as 
well as what they experience of a Christian’s great joy in meeting 
those needs through the Spirit’s gifting. For instance, I can imagine an 
interactive web-based resource that connects geographically scattered 
ministries and outside resources and partners.

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the 
leadership of the Church throughout the world.” Describe how you see the 
relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in 
building and nurturing these  
relationships? 

Good leadership is an amalgam of courage and humility.  Christ, who 
said “I am the way, the truth, and the life,” also said, “the Son of Man 
came not to be served, but to serve.”  To borrow from Parker Palmer, 
global leadership should perhaps concern itself less with “advising, 
fixing, saving, or setting straight”, and more with setting an example 
of patience, conviction, and passion for the lost and the suffering.  

We lead by working with the powerless at the same time we seek to 
influence the powerful, even though we may prefer the company of 
one group to the other.  We fight more over who gets to wash feet 
and less over who has to sit in the place of honor.  It is possible – 
though often difficult -  to be resolute and kind. That is how I imagine 
addressing the interconnected layers of national and international 
relationships known as anglicanism: by never forgetting that what 
really matters is how the Gospel is lived in every home and hamlet.  
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anglican leadership lies not in winning or losing doctrinal debates, 
but in cleaving to the Great Commandment and Great Commission 
as we bring the good news of salvation to our own Jerusalem, Judea, 
and Samaria.  Sometimes “the ends of the earth” are located in our 
local junior highs, women’s shelters, and biker bars.  When we engage 
passionately in evangelism, formation, and works of mercy, at a level 
of sacrifice commensurate with our material, educational, and secular/
democratic advantages, then we lead by example.

I can’t imagine that any Bishop Suffragan can completely fix damaged 
global relationship systems centuries in the making, but I can imagine 
building relationships of mutual respect and trust.  My seminary 
degree was focused in global leadership, in a cohort of 25 people 
from 17 denominations and six countries. That experience taught me 
that it all begins with two things: agreement that Jesus is Lord, and 
humble willingness to listen deeply to people operating out of wildly 
divergent worldviews.  It takes time, patience, and flexibility, but over 
time the love of Christ, experienced in genuine friendship, overcomes 
rigidity about particulars.  I know this in my bones, from experience. 
It is holy work.  richard Mouw, former Fuller president, said: “the 
Church divided is the Church diminished.”  If we believe our own 
catechism, our core mission is reconciliation, and that is the work of 
every Christian, including the Bishop Suffragan. 

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what 
are some ways that you believe the Episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God?  

What you focus on grows, so we must focus carefully.  Decline is 
neither universal nor inevitable.  Change, however, is both universal 
and inevitable. Our challenge is connecting our life-giving faith to 
our context - a culture that is actually intensely interested in religion 
(though often false religions of paganism and magical thinking). The 
message and tradition don’t change, but the delivery system must 
adapt. We can:
•	 Tend our own relationship with Jesus until it burns white-hot.  

People will see him by that light.
•	 Tap into the deep spiritual hunger around us, offering the healing, 

hope, connection and wisdom that Christ   provides, 
but crystals and McMansions do not.

•	 Change the conversation from “inviting people to church” to 
talking about the difference Jesus makes in our lives, beyond our 
sanctuaries – homes, businesses, bleachers.  Share Why we are 
working the homeless sandwich truck on Christmas.

•	 Stop thinking, “if they hang around long enough they’ll catch on” 
and start making our worship gatherings accessible.  That doesn’t 
require changing the liturgy.

•	 Park in the inconvenient spots, sit in the undesirable pews, and 
invite new people to lunch after worship.

•	 Take the Good News online into the interconnected postmodern 
world.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal 
Church? 

It’s exciting to join with God in the renewal of all things.  It’s exciting 
to share the experience of God’s blessing with people who live in a 
broken world, who don’t know what’s wrong, and don’t know the 
way home. It’s exciting to share in expanding, as we go, God’s great 
tribe of blessing.

It’s exciting to march through another newcomer class and hear a 
crusty, retired Border Patrol guard say, “This church has changed me.  
I was miserable.  Now I’m loving life.” and to see his wife grinning: 
“yep - he’s a new man.”  up close, personal transformation proves 
again and again that God’s promises in Christ are true.

The Rev. JennifeR BRooke-DaviDson
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Biographical Data

Name:    Christopher Len Caddell

Date of birth:   September 23, 1976

Place of birth:   Odessa, Texas

Name of spouse:  Bryn Caddell

Names/ages of children: hannah (11), Gus (9)

College and degree(s):  Texas a&M university,  
    BS Construction Science

Seminary and degree(s): The university of the South, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 1999-2007, Project Manager & estimator in Commercial 
Construction

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; rector, holy Spirit, Dripping Springs

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 2010-2012, assistant rector, St. alban’s, harlingen
•	 2012-present, rector, holy Spirit, Dripping Springs

National, provincial, and diocesan and 
community activities:

•	 2013-present, Diocesan 
Discernment Committee

•	 2013-present, Diocesan Building 
Committee

•	 2011-present, Dean/Chaplain, 
Camp Capers

•	 2015-present, Father/Son retreat 
leader

•	 2012-2014, executive Board 
•	 2013-14, Northeastern 

Convocation Dean
•	 2012, happening Spiritual 

Director
•	 2012-14, Liturgy & Music Committee
•	 2011, Province VII alternate 

What do you do for recreation?

Travel, woodworking and carpentry, hiking, spending time with my 
family 
 

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are 
foundational to the ordained ministry.  How are you living this out in your 
life and ministry?  

Ministry, either lay or ordained, begins with knowing one’s self and 
one’s own brokenness and failures. Like the parable of the Pharisee 
and the tax collector who went to the Temple to pray (Lk.18:9-
14), our healing and wholeness begins with an honest and clear 
assessment of our lives through which we make room for God to 
work.  authoritative ministry is rooted in the grittiness of life, because 
it is there that we find God picking up the pieces and bringing new 
life.

Seeing things as they truly are and acknowledging my own 
brokenness has led to my own experience of God’s grace and 
continual transformation.  yet, I do not believe God is finished with 
me yet.  (The prayer, “Thank you God that I am not like I was before!” 
is only one short step away from the prayer of the Pharisee.) That 
process is ongoing and continues to form me as a person and a priest.

The most outwardly visible way I live this out in ministry is through 
the celebration of the eucharist and preaching.  The liturgy is deeply 
formative in opening our lives to God’s work, and I am always seeking 
ways to help people make connections to their own lives through the 
readings and the sermon.  Likewise, I see the ministry of teaching – 
whether it is teaching an adult formation class, leading a retreat, or 
participating a Vestry or committee meeting – as an opportunity to 
bring people into an awareness of how God is moving in our midst.

Perhaps less visible are the one-on-one and small group pastoral 
conversations that take place on an almost daily basis.  Those 
conversations can take many forms - pre- or post-marital counseling, 
discernment conversations, walking with a family in preparing for 
a funeral, or even unscheduled office visits.  Such conversations are 
always prime opportunities to share the gospel with people hungry for 
God.

Jesus’ first sermon was a short one – “The Kingdom of God has come 
near. repent and believe in the good news” (Mk. 1:15).  Whatever 
form it takes, helping people see the nearness and redeeming work of 
God in their own lives and circumstances is the very basis for ministry.  
Looking for God in all things, trying to see the world through God’s 
eyes, and helping others adjust their own vision is deeply rewarding 
work, and that to which I know I am called.

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward 
for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences 
would you bring to this ministry?  

Standing for a bishop election is not something I envisioned for 
myself, certainly not at this point in my ministry. Toward the end of 
the summer I received several phone calls from clergy representing 
separate conversations in which my name had come forward in 
prayerful conversation.  What caught my attention was that these 
clergy represented the breadth of our diocese and each conversation 
had individually come to a prayerful discernment to reach out to me.
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after those phone calls I spent as much time as possible in prayer 
and silence, reached out to my family, colleagues, and bishops, and 
reflected on call narratives in scripture.  ultimately, I came to the 
discernment that whatever God might be calling me into, my desire 
was to be open, to say yes, and to follow where that discernment 
might lead.

First and foremost, I see the ministry of bishop as a pastor. Though 
the congregation changes, the call to be a pastor remains. I have 
taken that seriously as a priest and would continue as bishop. as both 
a layperson and a priest, I bring experience in administration and 
management, the ability to connect with others, and the capacity to 
draw a community together.

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop 
Diocesan?  

I thrive in working as part of a team.  In my former career as a 
construction manager my team consisted of a large group of people.  
all had different motivations and objectives, and all were essential to 
complete a successful project.  Working with such a diverse group of 
people took communication, organization, consensus building, and 
often a large measure of patience.

My experience has been that ministry in the church is not much 
different. Whether it has been in working as a part of a staff or as 
the sole clergy member of a medium-sized parish, drawing people 
into a common vision and working toward that goal is part of the 
joy of ordained ministry. There is something powerfully creative at 
work when the unique gifts of individuals are drawn together for a 
larger purpose. The ministry to which we are called is best engaged 
when God brings together a diverse group of people to bring about 
something wonderful.

My adult life has been spent empowering, encouraging, and drawing 
people into a common vision.  I believe that experience and approach 
to ministry would serve well in working with the diocesan staff, the 
leaders of the diocese, and the Bishop Diocesan.

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to 
the poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper”?  How do 
you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan?  

I see the very essence of this vow as lived out in the practice of 
Christian hospitality.  Christian hospitality is not simply being inviting 
and welcoming to those newcomers who find their way into our 
church homes (though that is a piece of it), but rather opening up our 
lives to all who are placed on our paths who are dependent upon that 
hospitality for their very life and well-being.

as a priest, I am planted in the community to which I have been 
called and in which I serve.  For me that community begins with 
my family, extends out into my parish family, further out into the 
surrounding community, and beyond into the world.  Some days 
it seems there is more than ample opportunity to practice mercy 
and compassion within my own family and in the parish.  yet we all 
know that it cannot end there, and practicing the work of Christian 
hospitality in the world is what we are called to do.

This is a place where both the parish and I are continuing to grow.  
holy Spirit has long been involved in ecumenical organizations such as 
the local food pantry, senior ministry, and ministry to veterans.  all the 
while, we feel called to do more.  

Over the past year, our parish began the work of Open Table, and we 
are currently working with different agencies to receive a referral of a 
brother or sister.  We also have a vision of using the gift of our 38-
acre campus to help meet the needs of our community.  Our vision 
includes projects like an affordable housing and community resource 
buildings (like a new home for the food pantry).  Likewise, we are 
working on finding our way back to foreign missionary work and are 
currently working to partner with St. Luke’s in Cypress Mill and their 
long-standing relationship with the church in Pierdras Negras.

In all of this, my role as rector has been to help discern with the 
leadership of the parish where God is calling us, to cast the vision and 
draw our community together around that discernment, to empower 
and equip those who are called to do this ministry, and to continue to 
support and encourage these ministries.  I believe the role of Bishop 
Suffragan would not be far from that approach in working to bring 
the entire diocese into a greater awareness and practice of Christian 
hospitality.

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the 
leadership of the Church throughout the world.”  Describe how you 
see the relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion.  How do you think you could make a positive 
difference in building and nurturing these relationships? 

Simply stated, and for me personally, the Diocese, the episcopal 
Church, and the anglican Communion can be described in one word 
- “home”.  as my family and I have traveled, it has been a priority for 
us to worship in our church home, and a great joy to be where we 
were not guests or visitors, but members of a larger family.  Knowing 
and experiencing that common life of prayer throughout the world 
continues to be a gift to all members of this church who are rooted in 
historic anglicanism.

Likewise, the Diocese of West Texas has been my home for nearly 20 
years and has been a major part of my formation as both a layperson, 
and now, as a member of the clergy.  I am grateful to be a member of 
this diocesan family, and I find it hard to imagine what it would be like 
to serve elsewhere.

Perhaps this or something similar is what lies behind the anxiety I hear 
expressed in the question.  To one extent or another most of us claim 
part of our identity as anglicans, episcopalians, and members of the 
Diocese of West Texas. For those who share the feeling that each are 
in some sense “our home”, to lose any of these affiliations, individually 
or collectively, would be extremely painful.  

having faced our own challenges, I believe the people of the Diocese 
of West Texas have much to offer to the wider church and the 
anglican Communion. When faced with tough decisions, and through 
the leadership of our bishops, we have shared and expressed our 
opinions and feelings, all the while continuing to respect and love 
those with whom we strongly disagree.  Our witness is placing our 
relationships with one another as primary.  That approach has made 

The Rev. ChRisTopheR CaDDell
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room for a wide variety of thought and practice within our diocese, 
and is a witness to the via media that is foundational to historic 
anglican identity.

I do not know exactly how or in what context the new Bishop 
Suffragan will be called to be a minister of reconciliation in our 
diocese, The episcopal Church, or the anglican Communion. 
Whatever form it takes, I believe that ministry will begin with 
relationships.  Those relationships will not be with like-minded people 
only, but with an openness to and a willingness to love those who see 
the world and the Church from very different perspectives.

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what 
are some ways that you believe the Episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God?

Discernment and Christian formation are two areas that I believe are 
essential to strengthening and growing the church. every baptized 
member is called into ministry and has unique gifts that are waiting to 
be uncovered, developed, and exercised in the Church and the world.  
Paul’s image and metaphor of the body of Christ reminds us that all of 
God’s people are being called into active and important ministries in 
the name of Christ, and yet I believe our efforts to provide significant 
and concrete ways to help people discern their particular call to 
ministry (either lay or ordained) need to be strengthened.

This work of discernment and formation often falls to the clergy 
and people of the individual congregations within the diocese.  The 
diocese, however, can and should take the role of leading this effort 
and making it a priority by raising up the importance of the ministry 
of all baptized members through new and diverse opportunities for 
serious discernment and formation.  In practicing this important work, 
the Church becomes less of a commodity to be consumed, and more 
of what it was intended to be – a place that empowers God’s people 
to do the work of ministry.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal 
Church?  

Being a Christian and a member of the episcopal Church are two 
facets to my identity and who I am becoming.  The episcopal Church 
has been and continues to be the community that draws me more 
deeply into a life that is aware of and responsive to the movement 
of the holy Spirit in my life.  I am grateful for that gift and the ways 
that it continues to shape me more and more into the person God is 
calling me to be.

Sharing that experience with others is what excites and encourages 
me the most.  Bringing people into a new awareness of how God 
might be working in and through them is a joyous part of ministry.  
Being shaped by the rich traditions of this church, bound in a 
community of faith, and open to what the holy Spirit is doing in 
the lives of God’s people is what the world desperately needs.  It is a 
deep blessing that I, by God’s grace, have some small part to play in 
bringing God’s kingdom a little closer into the lives of others.

The Rev. ChRisTopheR CaDDell
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Biographical Data

Name:    Christopher Owen Cole (Chris)

Date of birth:   March 3, 1966

Place of birth:   Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Name of spouse:  Laura Cole

Names/ages of children: abby (22), eleanore (19)

College and degree(s):  university of Kansas, Ba Theater and  
    Media arts

Seminary and degree(s): Seabury-Western Theological Seminary,  
    M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 Trained as a Stephen Ministry Leader
•	 Trained in The Catachesis of the Good Shepherd/Godly Play  
•	 Led alpha Courses
•	 Worked as Chaplain at Triangle Lake Camp (Diocese of Oregon) 

and Camp Capers
•	 attended Cursillo in the Diocese of Chicago in 1991
•	 Served on mission trips to honduras, Pine ridge reservation, and 

Piedras Negras 
•	 Served on spiritual teams for Cursillos in Oregon and West Texas 
•	 Served as a lay leader for Cursillos in Chicago
•	 Served on Spiritual Team for happening in West Texas and its 

equivalent in Oregon, SearCh 
•	 Chaplain for episcopal Ministries at Willamette university
•	 elisha Leadership Initiative (eLI) mentor

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; rector, resurrection, Windcrest

Experience in the ordained ministry 
(position and dates):

•	 associate rector – St. Paul’s, 
Salem, Or (1998-2001)

•	 rector – all Saints, hillsboro, Or 
(2001 -2008)

•	 rector – Church of the 
resurrection, Windcrest, TX 
(2008-present)

National, provincial, and diocesan and 
community activities:

•	 Diocese of Oregon 1998-
2008: Camps and Conferences Committee; Congregational 
Development and Church Planting Committee; executive Council; 
Commission on Ministry; Board of the Oregon Clergy association 
(OrCa); Spiritual advisor for the Oregon Cursillo Secretariat; 
Salem Leadership Foundation Board of Directors; Volunteer for 
Salem Interfaith hospitality Network; hillsboro heat Swim Club 
Board of Directors; hillsboro rotary Club

•	 Diocese of West Texas 2008 - Present: Board of Good Samaritan 
Community Services; executive Committee; TMI Board of Trustees; 
Liturgy and Music Committee; Dean of the Central Convocation; 
resurrection Children’s Center Board of Directors; Member of 
Walzem road revitalization Inc.; Walzem road yMCa Board of 
Directors; Chapel Boy Choir of San antonio Board President

What do you do for recreation?

•	 Spend time with my family  
•	 Genealogical research  
•	 Paint
•	 Travel
•	 Brew Beer
•	 home Improvement/Landscaping
•	 Play Golf

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are 
foundational to the ordained Ministry. How are you living this out in your 
life and ministry? 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (Peter 1). every day, I give 
praise and thanks to God for his mercy and grace. In my experience, 
these are not just broad theological concepts, but very specific and 
practical ways in which God reaches out to me and I reach out to 
others. 

I proclaim Christ’s resurrection by preaching and practicing hope. 
hope, like love and joy, is something we do, not something we feel. 
Far from ‘wishful thinking’, it is an attitude which transcends our 
particular circumstances. It is the best way I know to engage the 
people around us and impact our society. We live in a society rife 
with cynicism and despair; yet God abides, and continues to do great 
things in our lives. I want the people I lead to stop holding themselves 

back and see, as I do, the endless possibilities that God lays before us. 
I teach God’s hope, to encourage and embolden, reminding all of us 
that nothing is impossible with God.

My interpretation of the gospel is grounded in the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. No other passage of scripture has influenced my 
personal spiritual journey and my public ministry like this one. The 
father running to meet his son and welcome him home, is a powerful 
image of God’s love and mercy. More importantly, it is very much my 
personal experience of God’s reconciling love. Whenever I wander 
off and I’m ready to return, God, in his mercy, meets me along the 
way, throws his arms around me, and welcomes me home. These 
experiences shape my understanding of Jesus’ life and ministry and 
the way I present that life to those inside and outside the Church. 
They are never far from my mind when speaking with others of how 
to “be the Church” and how we serve the world. I strive to create a 
sanctuary where people can come to pray, learn, serve, and connect 
in all the parishes I’ve served - a place where all are welcome and all 
can know the mercy and grace of God. 
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hope and welcome are the cornerstones of Jesus’ life and ministry and 
I have made them the cornerstones of my life and ministry as well. 

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward 
for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences 
would you bring to this ministry?
 
I am allowing my name to go forward for the ministry of 
Bishop Suffragan after several months of intentional prayer and 
contemplation, counsel from people who know me well, reflection 
on my eighteen years of ordained ministry and careful consideration 
of my personal circumstance at this time. The process of discernment 
has been enlightening to say the least. I have come to realize that 
my gifts, passions, and experiences are well suited for the ministry of 
Bishop Suffragan. I have the gifts of leadership, teaching, preaching, 
and encouragement. I am driven by the desire to see our episcopal 
traditions flourish and a vision of congregations and their clergy 
collaborating with one another. Further, this is a good time in our 
family life for me to take on the demands of the office of Bishop. 
My children are grown, and Laura and I, after 25 years of marriage, 
have a strong, mutually supportive relationship. all of this said, in the 
end, I came to a point in my deliberations, as so often happens in 
discernment, where I simply felt compelled to respond to this call.

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop 
Diocesan?  

My primary responsibility and means of support as Bishop Suffragan 
will be to pray with and for Bishop reed as he leads us through times 
of joy and times of struggle. ultimately, it is only through the power 
of the holy Spirit that he will have the strength to be our shepherd. 
I will participate in the life and governance of the Diocese and the 
broader Church as directed; using the gift of leadership without 
being in charge. I will share my experiences of the Diocese with 
him; informing him of the great things that are happening here and 
offering suggestions for renewal in areas in which we are wanting. I 
will encourage him to do what he feels is right and necessary for the 
common life of our Diocese and I will help to explain and uphold 
any decisions he makes that affect that common life. I will work with 
Bishop reed toward reconciliation of the many viewpoints found in 
our diocese. I will offer advice when solicited or feel it is appropriate or 
warranted. In short, I will be his partner in ministry.

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to 
the poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper”? How do 
you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan? 
 
I read once that the difference between volunteering and ministry 
is this: volunteering is when you serve soup at a soup kitchen while 
ministry is when you serve the soup and then eat with, and get to 
know those whom you’ve just served. When I read the gospels, I see 
this in the actions and teachings of Jesus. his compassion for others 
is not limited to correcting their action or their circumstances, but 
bringing them into right relationship with God and others. I think 
it is true to say that Christianity is not so much a religion as it is a 
relationship. 

Forming and nurturing relationships with the people whom God 
sends my way helps me find unity in diversity. Not everyone that I 
am called to meet or pray with has the same background, opinion, 
or religious approach as I do. however, our differences can bring 
strength to the Church, as long as being together is the goal. Some 
of the people I admire most have taught me that being together 
and cultivating relationships is more important than anything else 
the Church does or says. My father, rev. ray Cole says “It’ all about 
relationship.” When I was an associate, my boss, rev. Bill Cavanaugh, 
told me to “Love the people. That’s your job.” Both of these phrases 
have shaped my ministry. The most valuable benefit we offer is neither 
social nor religious services. The most valuable benefit and most 
relevant service any congregation has to offer, is a place to belong. 
 
as a follower of Jesus, I am called to help people who are struggling, 
sometimes physically, sometimes emotionally, always spiritually. I am 
also called to help people celebrate the victories of their lives. I can’t 
do that effectively if I’m not in relationship with them. The various 
practical aspects of my ministry are all opportunities to form and 
cultivate relationships. This is true when I’m helping to build ramps, 
working on a habitat house, working with resurrection’s vestry to 
cast a vision for the parish and our school, celebrating the eucharist 
on Sunday and administrating the other sacraments, or giving out 
emergency food bags.  
 
as Bishop Suffragan, I will continue to emphasize the relational aspect 
of ministry by encouraging clergy and lay people to use their practical 
ministry to form relationships with the poor, strangers and those who 
have no helper.

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the 
leadership of the Church throughout the world.” Describe how you see the 
relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in 
building and nurturing these relationships? 
 
When I think of the various levels of organization within the anglican 
Communion, I think of this verse from 1 Corinthians, “Now you are 
the body of Christ and individually members of it.” Just as our bodies 
are a vast network of individual muscles, veins, limbs and organs, the 
institutional Church is a vast network of individuals. We are connected 
to one another spiritually by the holy Spirit who encourages and 
empowers us and practically by the anglican Communion which 
fosters the personal relationships of its members.
 
a diocese is a network of congregations and the structures of the 
diocese such as: council, camps and conferences, and the diocesan 
staff exist to form and nurture connections between them.  I strongly 
agree with Bishop reed’s assessment that collaboration among our 
congregations is not a tool for managing decline, but a means for 
strengthening the Body of Christ. Too often, congregations strive 
to be independent when we should strive to be interdependent. as 
Bishop Suffragan, I will help find ways in which congregations and 
their members can share their lives, resources, and faith with one 
another. 
 
The episcopal Church is a network of dioceses around the country. We 
are inextricably linked, bound together by The Book of Common Prayer, 

The Rev. ChRis Cole
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General Convention, the house of Bishops, etc. TeC is a vibrant and 
diverse group of people. We have much to offer and learn from each 
other. as Bishop Suffragan, I will offer the best of who we are as the 
Diocese of West Texas to the larger episcopal community. I will learn 
what is best about our sister dioceses and apply it to our diocesan life 
as we strive to live out the Gospel in our own context.
 
The anglican Communion is a network of provinces and is our 
connection to the rest of the world. It is a vehicle for fellowship and 
common mission with people of different cultures and experiences. 
The term anglican Communion implies a loosely affiliated, very 
intentional relationship, one born of affection, not necessity. It is born 
of a desire to work together and to support one another as witnesses 
to the risen Christ and the power of the holy Spirit. as Bishop 
Suffragan, I would encourage continued conversations between 
anglicans across cultures, as we all strive to be faithful in our varied 
expressions of anglicanism. 

In the midst of Church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what 
are some ways that you believe the Episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God? 
 
On The Church of the resurrection’s website is the following saying, 
“Come as you are. Discover the beauty and richness of our tradition, 
the depth of scripture, and the freedom to reason. you won’t leave 
the same.” I firmly believe this describes what the episcopal Church 
has to offer the religious landscape of our society and is our most 
authentic witness. We are a people who approach Christianity from 
a reasonable theological viewpoint, who love tradition, and are 
grounded in scripture. I am excited about the many ways we can 
offer this way of discipleship to our communities. Cursillo presents 
a personal method for evangelism. Mary Parmer’s work, “Invite, 
Welcome, Connect” is helpful for congregational evangelism. reggie 
McNeil’s work regarding the missional Church helps us think about 
our impact on the wider society. Our parish schools provide rich, 
robust academic environments, as well as an opportunity to teach 
the next generation about Jesus. These are just a few of the powerful 
tools already available to us.  additionally, alternative funding can be 
explored through collaborative initiatives between the diocese and 
local congregations to promote new and creative evangelism efforts.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal 
Church? 
 
The fact that the episcopal Church is my family’s Church excites 
me.  Just as Lois passed on her faith to eunice and eunice passed 
her faith on to Timothy, my grandparents passed their faith and on 
to my parents. My parents passed it on to me and I have passed 
it on to my daughters. We are steeped in the episcopal tradition. 
Christianity’s emphasis on reaching out to the marginalized excites 
me. I value people, regardless of circumstance, and I want people to 
value themselves and each other. The episcopal liturgy excites me. It 
provides a sacramental understanding of the world and gives form 
and expression to my spiritual life. It connects me with others through 
time and space. The episcopal Church’s emphasis on education excites 
me. Whether through bible study, eFM, Sunday School, parochial 
education, or higher education we approach our spiritual lives with 
our minds as well as our hearts, and we teach others to do the same. 
Most of all, Jesus excites me. he is not only my friend and companion 
but also my Lord and Savior. I am awed by his sacrifice and by the 
love he shows me each and every day.

 

The Rev. ChRis Cole
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Biographical Data

Name:    John Spencer hill

Date of birth:   august 20, 1965

Place of birth:   San antonio, Texas 

Name of spouse:  holly Baker hill

Names/ages of children: haddie (16), emory (13)

College and degree(s):  Southwestern university, BBa

Seminary and degree(s): Virginia Theological Seminary, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 Fuller Seminary: Doctor of Ministry in youth/Family (2 years 
completed)

•	 National Camps and Conference Center Seminars
•	 International Conferences in anglican Church of Melbourne 

australia

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; rector, St. Margaret’s, San antonio

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 assistant rector St. alban’s episcopal Church, harlingen,Texas: 
March 1998 - March 2000

•	 Director of Camps and Conferences, youth and College Ministry 
Diocese of West Texas, San antonio, Texas: March 2000 -  
October 2004

•	 Vicar (rector) St. Paul’s anglican Church, Melbourne, australia: 
October 2004 - July 2007

•	 Director Laity Lodge Family Camp, Kerrville, Texas: July 2007 - 
October 2013

•	 assisting Priest St. helena’s episcopal Church, Boerne, Texas: 
September 2009 -  
July 2012

•	 rector St. Margaret’s episcopal Church, San antonio, Texas, 
November 2013 - present 

National, provincial, and diocesan and 
community activities:

•	 National episcopal Camps and 
Conference Center Member 2000-
2004

•	 Province VII representative 2003
•	 Diocesan Director Camps and 

Conferences 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan happening Board 2000-

2004
•	 Diocesan happening Spiritual 

Director 2000-2003
•	 Diocesan College Ministry 2000-

2004
•	 Diocesan Camps Capers Program Committee 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Camp Capers Site Committee 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Mustang Island Site Committee 2002-2004
•	 Diocesan Mustang Island Program Committee 2003-2004
•	 Diocesan Camp Capers Dean 2000-2004
•	 Diocesan Camp Capers Chaplain 2016
•	 Diocesan Chair of evangelism Department 2015-today
•	 Diocesan executive Board 2016- today
•	 Stahl elementary Site Committee 2015-2016

What do you do for recreation?

Tennis, hike, snow ski, fly fish, run, read, swim.

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are 
foundational to the ordained Ministry. How are you living this out in your 
life and ministry? 

I am living out “proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the 
gospel” in my life and ministry by growing deeper in my relationship 
with God in Jesus Christ through the power of the holy Sprit and by 
growing wider in my relationship with others in the community. God 
is continuing to reveal who God is to me as I study the scripture, our 
tradition and listen to the holy Spirit acting today. 

I grow deeper in my relationship with God each week as I gather 
with the community of the church in worship, nurture and outreach. 
We give praise to our Lord, listen to the scripture, lift up our prayers, 

pass the peace, and celebrate the eucharist every Sunday in worship. 
I am nurtured in faith in bible study, book club, prayer meetings and 
many other gatherings. I know God’s presence as I reach out in the 
community through our school partnerships, community gatherings, 
service projects and in relating to all those who I am in communion 
with. I also grow deeper in my relationship with God in my ordinary 
everyday going-to-work life. God is revealing himself in family and 
friends as well as the stranger. In taking time to retreat and listen to 
God’s voice I grow deeper in my faith. 

as I grow deeper in my relationship with God I am compelled to go 
wider in my relationships with others in the community. In our post 
communion prayer we thank God for “accepting us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
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food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.” We then ask God to 
“Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart 
through Christ our Lord.” In this sending out I am empowered to 
proclaim the risen Christ in all I do. I proclaim the risen Christ in 
the way I love and care for my family, my interaction with people in 
the community, my congregation, and in every relationship I have 
throughout the day. 

In each of these relationships I am interpreting the gospel as revealed 
to me by the holy Spirit through scripture, tradition and reason. It is a 
continual interaction of going deeper with God and wider in community. 

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward 
for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences 
would you bring to this ministry?

When I was asked to be nominated for Bishop Suffragan I prayed for 
God’s wisdom and discernment. I went to friends, colleagues, and 
mentors for their thoughts and advice. I went on a retreat and listened 
to the Spirit in stillness and conversation. 

I bring a variety of gifts and experiences to this ministry. I have served 
on the Diocesan staff over Camps and Conferences and youth and 
College ministry. I know what it is like to travel the diocese working 
with congregations. I have developed numerous diocesan programs 
such as Mustang Island Conference Center, youth ministry training 
and evangelism workshops. I have also served in three churches. 
I was assistant rector with Bishop reed at St. alban’s, harlingen, 
Vicar(rector) of St. Paul’s in Melbourne, australia and rector of St. 
Margaret’s, San antonio. I also developed a Family Camp ministry and 
facility from the ground up at Laity Lodge. I am a leader, developer, 
teacher, mentor, visionary and preacher. 

I have the experience of growing up in the Diocese but also serving 
outside of it for a time. I have learned what it means to be a servant to 
those around me.

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop 
Diocesan?  

Bishop reed is a gifted Bishop who I would be honored to support 
and collaborate with in ministry. as Bishop Suffragan my role is to 
serve and support the Diocesan Bishop. I have worked for Bishop reed 
before as an assistant rector in harlingen. We worked well together 
then and  I believe my gifts of development and organization would 
compliment his ministry now.  

I know there would be elements of Diocesan ministry that I would 
be able to assume so Bishop reed could focus his ministry on the 
broader concerns of the Diocese. I would share in the care of churches 
in the Diocese and also in the life of the Diocesan programs. I would 
be able to share in the work of the broader church in the country as 
well as overseas. I would be supportive of him in areas of theological 
discernment as well. 
I bring an understanding of the Diocese as well as broad experience in 
other ministries and areas of the world. I pray I could support Bishop 

reed by walking along side as a partner in ministry and a support in 
the ministry that God places before us as the Diocese of West Texas. 

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to 
the poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper”? How do 
you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan? 

I am living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to the 
poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper” by going 
deeper in my understand of God’s love for the world in scripture, 
through the church and by practicing this in all aspects of my life. 
Throughout scripture God continued to love and show mercy to his 
creation and his people. In the fall of creation God did not destroy 
adam and eve but they had to live outside of the perfect garden. he 
heard the cries of people in slavery and brought them out of egypt 
and loved and had mercy on them despite their complaining and 
disobedience. Most significantly God had compassion on the whole 
world by sending his own Son to live, die and be resurrected to offer 
redemption for the world. God’s mercy did not stop at the cross and 
the empty tomb. his holy Spirit is offered to us so that we have God 
with us always.

The church has been given the opportunity to share this good news 
of God’s mercy, compassion and love for the world in word and deed. 
We are called to teach and preach of God’s love for the world while 
at the same time reach out with tangible signs of this compassion for 
the needy. This has taken many forms throughout my ministry. While 
I always share it in sermons and small groups the way it is presented 
has changed based on the particular needs and concerns of the 
community and people in and out of the church setting. The same is 
true for the outreach that I have done in my ministry over the years. 
There were times when food ministry was central and other times 
when education was the best form of care for those in need. each 
time the significant focus was for us, as the church, to listen to the 
needs of the community and to our own hopes and experiences. God 
is always bringing together people who can meet each others needs 
through the power of the holy Spirit. 

I have also learned that God is not confined to the programs of the 
church. each of us are called to practice mercy, show compassion to 
the poor and the stranger and defend those who have no helper in 
our everyday interaction with people. 

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the 
leadership of the Church throughout the world.” Describe how you see the 
relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in 
building and nurturing these relationships? 

a Bishop is called to “share in the leadership of the Church throughout 
the world.” I see God at the center as revealed in Jesus Christ with the 
people of God as the church empowered by the holy Spirit worshiping, 
nurturing and reaching out in the world. The Diocese is there to 
support the church with the clergy and laity being led and served 
by the Bishops. In turn the National Church is there to support the 
Diocese as they in turn support the churches. Therefore, the anglican 
Communion is there to serve and support the national church. 
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It is about leading by serving. It is the example and witness that Jesus 
showed us in his life and death. It is what the early church strived 
to lead with the power of the holy Spirit. The church is designed to 
serve. The apostles were there to serve as Christ had served them. 
Jesus washed the disciples feet as an act of service and called them to 
do the same. The church is meant to be a funnel not a pyramid with 
the church wide open to the world with God’s grace being supported 
and served by its Bishops as apostles. 

The anglican Communion is set up in this model with archbishop 
of Canterbury there to gather the communion and not dictate the 
law. Our National episcopal Church should be there to serve but 
unfortunately has fallen into the temptation to lead by majority 
rule and pass laws without listening to all the churches’ needs and 
concerns. I would hope that I can help be a part of a group of Bishops 
that value and nurture relationships over agendas. Presiding Bishop 
Curry is working to focus on this type of collegiality. 

The Diocese of West Texas has an opportunity to model this type of 
servant leadership. I believe Bishop reed leads in this way and I would 
hope to serve him and the congregations as churches proclaim the 
Gospel in word and deed and in worship, nurture and outreach. The 
better we do this as a Diocese the more we will see the fruits of this 
ministry in stronger, healthier and growing churches. This model I 
hope will be lived out as a national church so that the fruit becomes a 
stronger, healthier and growing Diocese. 

In the midst of Church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what 
are some ways that you believe the Episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God? 

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion 
there are five ways that I believe the episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God. 
Bishop reed purposed these five goals at Council in 2016. They are 
congregational development, new church starts, evangelism, clergy 
leadership and military ministry. 

The congregation is the primary way by which the body of Christ 
grows. We serve the congregation and assist them with their 
individual plan for development. It is time we develop a long-
term plan for new church starts that includes support from healthy 
congregations and the financial backing to have a strong start. 

We are starting the process of evangelism by helping every 
congregation create its unique plan for Invite-Welcome-Connect. It 
will be different for every congregation because every congregation 
is made up of unique communities around them. Clergy leadership 
is key to having solid and healthy congregations that grow the 
kingdom. We need to continue to call clergy leadership from within 
the Diocese. Finally, the Diocese has a strong connection to the 
military and we need to support our men and women who serve our 
country. 
 

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal 
Church? 

God revealed in Jesus Christ through the power of the holy Spirit 
is what excites me about being a Christian and a member of the 
episcopal branch of the Jesus movement. The episcopal Church is 
grounded in scripture with God at its center in worship with Jesus as 
Lord empowered by the Spirit. 

We have the opportunity, as the church, to share God’s love for the 
world as seen in Jesus Christ through his life, death and resurrection. 
Our worship centers us on this truth as we share in the word, offer 
up our prayers and celebrate the eucharist. Then we are called to go 
out and love and serve the Lord in all the variety of ways that make us 
unique as individuals and churches. 

We are also part of a much larger Jesus movement than our local 
congregation. We have the Diocesan ministries, national ministries 
and the worldwide anglican ministries. My experience of worshiping 
in australia and uganda helps me to see we are part of a much larger 
movement. We are also a part of Christians, around the world, in 
every denomination proclaiming the good news of God’s love for the 
whole world. 

The Rev. John hill
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Biographical Data

Name:    Lisa Pichinson Mason

Date of birth:   august 16, 1964

Place of birth:   Corpus Christi, Texas

Name of spouse:  Kirk Mason

Names/ages of children: rand (29), John (26)

College and degree(s):  Southern Methodist university, Ba

Seminary and degree(s): Seminary of the Southwest, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 Stagen Leadership academy Integral Leadership Program,  
2013-2014 

•	 Gathering of Leaders, 2011 - present (participant and presenter)
•	 The hockaday School
•	 Texas real estate Licensed realtor, 23 years
•	 Godly Play Trainer 
•	 Christian education Co-Director, The Church of the Good 

Shepherd, 1997-2006

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; rector of St. David’s, San antonio

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 assistant rector, St. David’s, San antonio; June 2009 - January 
2011

•	 Interim rector, St. David’s, San antonio; January 2011 - November 
2011

•	 rector, St. David’s, San antonio; November 2011 - present

National, provincial, and diocesan and community activities:

•	 National: 
 Lay: episcopal relief and Development Diocesan    
    representative
 Diocesan rep to National Cathedral
 Godly Play Trainer
 Ordained: Deputy to General Convention, 2012 and 2015 
 Member of Stewardship Committee, General Convention 2015
 Member of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary of the  
    Southwest, 2009-current, Treasurer, 2012-2015 
   Invite-Welcome-Connect Steering Committee, 2016
•	 Provincial: 
 Lay: Province VII Synod delegate, 2005
 Ordained: Province VII Synod delegate, 2011  
 

•	 Diocesan: 
  Lay: Delegate to council,   
    1992-2006
 executive Board, 2000-2003 
 Christian education    
    Committee
 Chair of the Mustang Island   
               Program Committee,  
    2000-2009
 Cursillo: served on 5 teams   
    and as rector, 1999-2005,   
    Secretariat, 1999-2001         
 Ordained: Standing    
    Committee, 2015-current
 Discernment Committee,   
    2012-present
 episcopal Schools Commission, 2013-present
 Diocesan Development Committee (DDC), 2015-current
 DDC-Camps Sub Committee, 2013-current
 DDC-Camps annual Fund Campaign, chair 2015,  
    co-chair, 2016
 DDC-Camp Capers Capital Campaign Committee, 2016
 Duncan Park Committee chair, 2016
 Nominating Committee 2013, chair 2014
 Mustang Island Program Committee, chair 2009-current
 Mustang Island Site Committee
 Spiritual Director/ co-director for 3 Cursillos, 4 happenings,
 3 Vocares, 1 New Beginnings, and 5 Mother-Daughter retreats
  Co-Spiritual Director for 2 Spiritual retreats-recovery Ministry
 Mustang Island Family Camp, Teacher & Chaplain, 
    multiple sessions
 Dean of Sr. high session at Camp Capers - last 8 years
•	 Community: 
 The Battle of Flowers association, 2014-current
 The Terrell hills Park Board, 2015-current
 Snak Pak 4 Kids, 2013-current
 Order of De Pineda, Corpus Christi, 1982-present,  
    president, 2000
 Charity League of Corpus Christi, 1991-2006, president-2004 
 Junior League of Corpus Christi, 1986-1992
 Open Table, 2014-current

What do you do for recreation?

Spending time with family and friends, being outdoors, running, 
cycling, swimming, cooking, and gardening.
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“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are 
foundational to the ordained Ministry. How are you living this out in your 
life and ministry? 

My call as a Christian and as a priest is to meet people in the midst of 
their fear and doubt and give them a safe and holy place out of which 
to cry out for healing and hope.  I love to tell the story of God’s love 
and redemptive power and God’s easter promise that with death, 
there is resurrection. I live out this truth by coming along side people 
and sharing that God is big enough to take our anger and fear and 
in response, shine light and mercy into the darkness and give birth 
to hope. Scripture is the story of God’s unconditional love for us and 
our call to learn to love one another as God loves us, and that God 
forgives us when we fall short and picks us up out of the muck of our 
brokenness and sets us on the path again. I am committed to preach 
and teach, through word and action, the lifesaving good news of 
the gospel at all times, in all places. Throughout my life I have been 
spiritually fed through the study of scripture in community, individual 
and corporate prayer, and the sacraments, especially the eucharist. 
These practices empower me to strive to live out the Baptismal 
Covenant in my own life.

as a priest, I reflect weekly on my ordination vows as a form of 
examination of conscience to keep me prayerfully intentional about 
the promises I have made to God and to the people I serve.  I am 
humbled to lay hands on those who seek healing and mercy or 
make the sign of the cross on the newly baptized. It is humbling to 
be invited into people’s hearts to be an instrument of God’s love, 
compassion, and mercy. I am filled with awe and gratitude as God 
continues to restore and remember us to God and to each other as we 
partake of the Body and Blood of Christ, and then to proclaim God’s 
blessing as we go about this world as the hands, feet, and heart of 
Christ. We are called to grow the kingdom of God; I believe with all 
my heart that if we live our lives abundantly, sharing the unconditional 
love of God and God’s promise to make us new over and over, Christ 
will be made known in ways that exceed our imagination.

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward 
for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences 
would you bring to this ministry?

I love my current ministry, so this discernment required deep wrestling 
with God in my heart and intentional listening to those people who 
see in me a call to the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. I preach and 
teach others to trust God at work in your life and to have the courage 
to say yes to God’s call. So now I risk trusting and saying yes myself. 
I have served in leadership roles in this diocese both as a layperson 
and priest, and I am able to comprehend the whole vision as well 
as the small steps necessary to carry the vision forward. I encourage 
good honest conversations at the church about hard issues, inviting 
all voices to be heard with dignity and respect. I have found myself 
to be a reconciler who empowers people of different mindsets, life 
experiences, beliefs about God, and cultures to see and hear one 
another in order to recognize their unity as the Body of Christ. I 
encourage the church to be a community who strives to seek and 
serve Christ in all persons making God known and encountered 
through relationship, prayer, worship, formation (discipleship), and 
outreach (apostleship).

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop 
Diocesan?

I am willing and ready to use my gifts in whatever way supports both 
the ministry of the Diocesan and the people who are the Diocese 
of West Texas. I have served as both a lay and ordained person 
on several diocesan committees working with both diocesan and 
suffragan bishops. I understand the clearly defined roles of those 
offices, including that the suffragan works under the direction of his 
or her bishop. I have had the privilege of working side by side on the 
Board of Trustees of the Seminary of the Southwest with Bishop reed 
for the past seven years, and I trust him to deploy me and my gifts to 
carry out the mission and ministry of the diocese with the people and 
places with which they would be most effective.  I have been working 
with my staff to build a team who trust me and one another and who 
find joy in their work, using their unique gifts to carry out the work we 
are given to do to best serve people. I bring this skill and experience 
to the office of suffragan if I am elected.   
  

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to 
the poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper”? How do 
you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan?

I believe all people long to know they are loved, they matter, and 
that they can make a difference. I also believe that it is the church, 
the Body of Christ, lay and ordained alike, who is called to make this 
known to every person regardless of race, economic status, gender, 
sexual identity, age, or mental or physical health. I have strived to live 
this promise out by word, action, and presence with those I am called 
to teach and lead in the church and beyond, both as a lay person and 
a priest, as a wife and mother, and as a community volunteer and 
former realtor. I have learned that you can see a person on the surface 
or really see a person by looking into their eyes and acknowledging 
their personhood. as a priest I have been called to live out this vow in 
ways that continue to humble me and move my heart. In those who 
have the courage to come to the church and seek assistance, in those 
with whom I walk with through the aging and dying process, and in 
those struggling with mental illness searching for mercy and hope, I 
have seen the face of Christ. I have seen God at work while delivering 
Snak Pak bags to classrooms at a neighboring elementary while seeing 
the joy and relief of the faces of the children who will take these bags 
home and receive sustenance through the weekend. I have ministered 
to those sisters with whom I serve on Open Table who are trying to 
make a new life and are vulnerable enough to know that they cannot 
do this alone.   

I have worked with people who are seeking the next meal or bag of 
diapers, but also those for whom their financial abundance is their 
albatross imprisoning them to a life of fear, self-centeredness, and 
family strife. Money can be an instrument of grace and generosity 
or of power and fear; God’s mercy is deeply needed in all aspects 
of the financial spectrum. I am humbled to walk beside those who 
are battling addiction seeking new life. We are each called to be 
messengers of God’s mercy and compassion and those who need to 
receive it are found in all places at all times. We must keep our eyes 
and hearts open so that we might be vessels of God’s redeeming love 
and grace.   
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The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the 
leadership of the Church throughout the world.” Describe how you see the 
relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in 
building and nurturing these relationships?

“a person is a person through other persons; I need you in order to 
be me as you need me in order to be you” (Desmond Tutu). I believe 
the core of what it means to be a Christian is grounded in this truth: 
as the Body of Christ we are intricately connected one to another. as 
episcopalians, our identity is deeply grounded in our understanding 
that we are part of something bigger than ourselves which shapes 
the way we live out our faith. We are called to embrace our unity 
in the midst of our diversity while seeing each other as Christ sees 
us. This hospitality informs our understanding of God and enriches 
our life as the church. We are committed to strive to remain in 
relationship through the smooth and the more challenging times. as 
congregations we recognize that we are part of a diocese; together 
we can support the work of our congregations, and empower the 
ministries that otherwise we could never do on our own, such 
as camps and conferences, and local, national, and international 
mission work. as I travel about the diocese to lead retreats, meet 
with churches who have schools, or serve in our camping programs, 
I am moved by the inter-congregational relationships formed that 
strengthen our relationship with Christ. 

I am blessed to meet with people across the episcopal Church for a 
variety of reasons including General Convention, episcopal relief and 
Development, Gathering of Leaders, Invite Welcome Connect, and 
several other national conferences. I never fail to form new relationships, 
strengthen existing ones, learn from the gifts, experiences and stories 
shared which all impact my understanding of God’s longing for us to 
grow the kingdom of God together, wherever we find ourselves. This 
connectedness forms us as a community that cares deeply for one 
another, and we are able to go to great lengths to agree to disagree 
in order to stay in relationship whenever possible. I have participated 
in mission work in the united States, Belarus, haiti, honduras, and 
Mexico and have discovered the richness of our relationship as part of 
the anglican Communion when we work side by side to make Christ 
known to the world. If elected, I would strive to continue to build 
resources and relationships that lift each other up to be both disciples 
and apostles of Jesus.

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what 
are some ways that you believe the Episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God?

In the midst of the current decline in church attendance and a 
growing population of “nones,” the episcopal Church needs to be 
both faithful and bold. Many people do not know God and have 
not experienced finding God in a community of faith, but they are 
hungry for hope and meaning in their lives. Our culture’s loudest 
story is about pain, violence, and death. We need to proclaim that 
God’s hope conquers fear. We cannot simply expect people to show 
up to worship or attend programs. Many people are anxious to walk 
in a church for fear of appearing ignorant or different. The Spirit calls 
us to go out and be the church, meeting people where they are, 
at football games, at the symphony, at work or at play, before they 

realize that the church is relevant and life changing. We will glorify 
God if we commit to be open and willing to share the story of how 
God is at work in our lives and in the world. People are drawn into 
a relationship with God and the church when a congregation has a 
healthy sense of who they are and how they are called to serve their 
community.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal 
Church?

I am excited to be part of the episcopal Church. People are hungry 
for God, even if they might not use those words. They are hungry 
to know they are loved and that they are not alone navigating the 
chaos of the world. Many who come through our doors either do not 
know God or have been hurt or excluded by what they have been 
told about God and the church. Our liturgy offers them an order or 
rhythm through which to worship, while leaving a wide threshold 
through which to discover God, ask questions, delve into scripture 
in community, and experience healing and new life.  Our focus on 
mission and outreach witnesses to what it means to strive for justice 
and peace and to respect the dignity of every human being and it 
calls us to give of ourselves to grow the Kingdom of God out in the 
world. When we pay attention to being a welcoming and loving 
church wherever we go, God works through us to spread hope, grace 
and mercy. We are blessed in this diocese with a history of being a 
missionary people; this is the life-giving transformational work to 
which we are called.
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Biographical Data

Name:    Jonathan William Wickham

Date of birth:   March 31, 1969

Place of birth:   Oneonta, New york

Name of spouse:  Jennifer S. T. Wickham

Names/ages of children: Patrick (22), Ian (18)

College and degree(s):  North Community College, aS
    Binghamton university, Ba

Seminary and degree(s): The university of the South, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 youth Minister, First Presbyterian union Church, Owego, Ny: 
1989-1992

•	 Institute for Professional youth Ministry, Orlando, Florida: Intern 
1992-1994; Trainer 1994-1997

•	 youth Minister, St. John’s Cathedral, Knoxville, TN: 1992-1995
•	 Director of youth Ministry, Good Shepherd, Corpus Christi, TX: 

1996-1999

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; rector, all Saints, Corpus Christi

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 assistant rector and School Chaplain, St. George, San antonio, 
TX, 2002-2004

•	 Deputy for Camps & Conferences, youth, College, and young 
adults; Diocese of West Texas, 2004-2006

•	 associate rector, St. Mark’s, San antonio, TX, 2006-2012
•	 rector, all Saints, Corpus Christi, TX, 2012-present

National, provincial, and diocesan and 
community activities:

•	 Diocese of east Tennessee: 
 happening staff 1993-1995
 happening co-chair,  
 1994-1995
 youth Ministries Commission,  
 1992-1995
 Short-term youth mission trip  
 to Guatemala, 1993
•	 Diocese of West Texas:
 happening Board, 1997-1999
 World Mission, 1998-1999
 youth ministry mission trip to 
Costa rica, 1996, ‘97, and ‘98
 Camp Dean/Chaplain, 2003, ‘04, ‘06, ‘09, ‘14, ‘15
 Development Committee (DDC), 2013-present 
 DDC-Camps Sub Committee, 2007-present
 Leadership Development, 2007-2009
 executive Board, 2009-2011
 Liturgy and Music Committee, 2010-2011
 Cursillo Spiritual Director, 2010
 haiti Connection Conference, 2010
 haiti partnership visit, 2011
 Provincial VII Synod Deputy, 2011
 happening Spiritual Director/Dad, 2003, ‘04, ‘06, ‘13, ‘15
 TMI Trustee, 2016-present
 Corpus Christi Metro Ministries Board, 2013-present

What do you do for recreation?

I love outdoor activities like hiking, bird watching, nature 
photography, physical fitness, and gardening. When I am indoors, I 
enjoy reading, playing acoustic guitar, roasting and brewing coffee, 
and rooting for the yankees, Spurs, Bills, and Newcastle united.  

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are 
foundational to the ordained Ministry. How are you living this out in your 
life and ministry? 

“Alleluia, Christ is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!”  This 
triumphant proclamation greets us as we enter worship on easter day 
and continues through the entire easter season. The power of this 
proclamation rests in the verb tense: Christ IS risen. “Is” constantly 
challenges us to understand the resurrection as a present miracle and 
not merely an historical event. 

resurrection happens now.  In the midst of deepest sorrow, tragedy, 
struggle and trial, the love of God is not stifled or muted, but is 
revealed as the dominant force in the universe. 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” romans 8:38-39

Christians often refer to themselves as “easter people.” What does this 
really mean? To me, it means that I choose to be about hope.  about 
possibility. about resurrection. It means that while the Good Fridays 
of this life are to be expected, we have been given a promise that all 
things are being reborn, recreated and renewed in Jesus Christ. This 
deep truth animates my life, guides my interactions and shapes my 
proclamation of the Gospel. I am called to love, embrace, nurture, and 
dream, confident in the promise that “all shall be well, and all shall be 
well, and all manner of thing shall be well” (Julian of Norwich). 

as a people transformed by the love of God we are called to new life 
as confident risk-takers, eager to share our gifts, talents and passions 
with one another. and when this takes hold in our worshipping 
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communities we no longer seek only to be filled. We find that we 
are able to come together as a church already filled, eager to share 
abundantly with one another.  My identity as an easter person forms 
the very core of my life, and it is my deepest desire to be an easter 
reflection in all aspects of my ministry.

Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward 
for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences 
would you bring to this ministry? 

I had not expected to find myself in this place, and when first 
approached by trusted friends I wrestled with whether or not I was 
“worthy” or “ready.” But as the conversations continued, I was 
reminded that the path of discernment isn’t about worthiness or 
readiness - it’s about prayerful listening to what God might be saying.  

I am an extrovert, and I enjoy meeting people and building 
relationships. One of the highlights of being a diocesan staff member 
was having the opportunity to serve as supply priest. Sunday after 
Sunday I would hear the amazing and diverse stories of what God 
was doing in our parishes, and I was inspired to see the incredible 
gifts we offer to others. While our churches and communities often 
face complex challenges, I believe we have been given all we need to 
transform these challenges into grace-filled opportunities. We do it 
every day.

as I participate in my own journey, I invite all of us to engage in a 
process of mutual deep listening and careful discernment. In that way, 
and because of one another, we will all have a clearer understanding 
of who God is calling us to be. 

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop 
Diocesan? 

I currently serve as rector of a mid-sized parish. I have also served 
as a lay youth minister, assistant rector and on the diocesan staff 
as Bishop’s Deputy for camps, conferences, youth and young adult 
ministry. My entire professional life has been spent in service to the 
Church, and I have been blessed to participate in healthy, dynamic 
team ministry.

In the episcopal Church, only one person is called to be Diocesan 
Bishop. This leader sets the tone of diocese, provides direction, and 
calls forth the gifts of others in shared ministry. While a Suffragan is 
also a bishop, she or he serves at the direction of the Diocesan. This 
person is called to support the work of the Diocesan and provide 
assistance in whatever way needed. 

In our diocese we have been blessed to have the collaboration of two 
bishops. Their example of mutuality, counsel, support and prayer 
is indicative of life in the Body of Christ. Following the “still more 
excellent way” (I Cor. 12:31) of love, this working relationship also 
provides an example of the appropriate ordering of life and labor, and 
embraces the understanding that every role is vital to the health of the 
whole body.

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to 
the poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper”? How do 
you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan? 

Many years ago a mentor shared this wisdom: “embrace the ministry 
of interruptions.” While programs, meetings and deadlines are 
significant realities in my ministry, my schedule should never be so 
tightly packed that I cannot respond whenever I am asked to meet 
someone in need. 

God works through interruptions.  The burning bush did not 
appear as part of a parish program, abraham and Sarah didn’t 
have a calendar meeting to schedule the visiting angels, and Mary 
and Joseph definitely didn’t plan on becoming instruments of the 
Incarnation. repeatedly we see people becoming radically available to 
the interruptions of life. 

I am a Christian, called to be the hands of feet of Christ.  This call is 
not theoretical. In order to follow Jesus, I must seek opportunities 
to serve.  Sometimes the everyday tools of ministry are familiar: a 
telephone, a chair, a genuine greeting, a careful listening ear, a simple 
cup of coffee.  What is most important, though, is that I remain 
available and remember to view the “interruptions” as opportunities.  

While the ministry of the church is important, it is often through 
collaborations with other groups that lasting change takes place.  
I have been blessed to be a part of boards, clergy partnerships, 
committees and a number of community efforts working to bring real 
healing and transformation in the lives of people. It is important for 
our bishops to be present in the community, interacting with those 
outside the walls of the church and learning how best the Church can 
be of service.

as Christians, we must also be willing to ask prophetic questions 
about how we live. In “Prayer for the human Family” (BCP, p. 815), 
we pray:

“O God ... Look with compassion on the whole human family; take 
away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down 
the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through 
our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth …”

Does this prayer translate into action?  Do the decisions we make 
reflect the intentions of our hearts? Who speaks about the systems 
that perpetuate injustice? Where are we complicit in the damage 
being done in the world? These questions are critically important, and 
by giving voice to the voiceless our bishops can stir up our collective 
conscience so that we can ask them as well. 

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the 
leadership of the Church throughout the world.” Describe how you see the 
relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion. How do you think you could make a positive difference in 
building and nurturing these relationships? 

I believe that relationship is at the very heart of our faith. It is a 
profound mystery how we can be separate and together, one yet 
many. While perhaps impossible to comprehend, this mystery has the 

The Rev. JonaThan WiCkhaM
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power to change who we are and how we interact. In the holy Trinity, 
God’s own nature is revealed to be one of interconnectedness. God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the holy Spirit are freely bound 
together in what theologian richard rohr calls a timeless, intimate 
dance of self-giving love. It is transformational.  
 
The miracle in every covenant relationship rests in the “I do”, and 
in every “I do” which follows. Consider this: the episcopal clergy 
in Corpus Christi are vastly different from one another. In spite of 
these differences, we work hard to maintain authentic relationship. 
We gather weekly to read scripture, share burdens, pray, and break 
bread. We share liturgies and work on ways to be in ministry together. 
We continue to say “I do” to one another, and we are all being 
transformed by this ongoing, mutual commitment.
 
In the same way, the relationship between diocese, episcopal Church 
and anglican Communion should be one of mutual love, trust and 
forbearance. We will not see things the same way, for we all have 
different contexts and circumstances. In spite of this, we are united in 
our common commitment to Christ. We share in Christ’s death and 
resurrection, and we live as people who have been forgiven much. 
each time we renew our baptismal vows we proclaim with one voice, 
“I will, with God’s help.”  If we are to strengthen the unity of the 
Church, then all parts of the body must continue to commit to one 
another and call upon God to help us.
 
“I will, with God’s help.” relationships are difficult. The delicate 
balances are too much for us to manage alone. This is why true 
relationship is sacramental, and it is in this sacrament that the Church 
is called to be an outward and visible sign of God’s grace to the world. 
What a legacy it would be for us to do that well.

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what 
are some ways that you believe the Episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God?

First, we must listen deeply. What are people really seeking? What 
do they need? In a recent conversation, I listened to an un-churched 
person describe a lifetime of hateful rebukes, painful abuse and 
crushing betrayal, all in the name of Christianity. My call in that 
moment was to be present and hold his story gently, hopeful that 
perhaps this encounter would offer a measure of healing.

Next, we need to learn. The way we “do church” is changing, and it’s 
important to ask what is happening and why. Gone are the days when 
average Sunday attendance should be the sole indicator of parish 
vitality. every day of the week people walk through our doors seeking 
renewal, restoration and recovery. regardless of the language they 
use, I believe they experience the Kingdom of God. 
Finally, we need to love. Discipleship begins with an authentic, honest, 
loving presence, especially to those “living in the margins.” But when 
we do, we should not ask if they attend church or pledge regularly. By 
seeing people for who they truly are, we may just reveal Jesus as he 
truly is. That, I believe, is what people really seek, and that is what we 
can offer.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal 
Church? 

as a child, being a Christian meant regular attendance in our small 
Presbyterian church. I remember Sunday school, children’s sermons 
and crawling under church pews.  as a teenager, being a Christian 
meant summer camp, youth group, and difficult questions about 
whether or not I was “saved.”  as a Christian in college, I wrestled 
with calling, vocation, community, and the slow sorting of the 
priorities of young adulthood.
 
I became an episcopalian when I was 22, grateful to find a church 
that explores the great mysteries of God. The liturgy, beauty and 
compassionate community of the church brought me in and set me 
on a path of growth.  I fell in love with a church that encourages 
thoughtful study of scripture, deep learning shaped by tradition, and 
creative inquiry set free by reason and wonder. 

The roots of my Christian faith were planted in my youth, but the real 
joy has come in the process of growth. I love Jesus, and I continue to 
discover him in new and deeper ways. That is what I find so exciting.  
I have a living, breathing, growing relationship with God, and I am 
grateful to be on the journey with others.

The Rev. JonaThan WiCkhaM
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Biographical Data

Name:    robert James Woody

Date of birth:   January 16, 1953

Place of birth:   Midland, Texas

Name of spouse:  Julie Woody

Names/ages of children: Seth (27), Sam (25)

College and degree(s):  Baylor university, Ba, Business
    Baylor School of Law, J.D.

Seminary and degree(s): Seminary of the Southwest, M.Div.
    
Other education experiences: 

•	 Trial Lawyer: 1975-80, Shank Irwin, Dallas, TX; 1981-86, Simpson 
Thacher & Bartlett, New york, Ny; 1988-91, McGrady & Woody, 
hankins, Ny; 1991-96, Skelton & Woody, austin, TX

•	 Mediator: 1988-91, training in mediation and divorce mediation; 
1988-96, practice of mediation, including divorce mediation

Diocese where you are canonically resident and current position:

•	 Diocese of West Texas; rector, reconciliation, San antonio

Experience in the ordained ministry (position and dates):

•	 Deacon, 1996-1997, assistant Priest, 1997-2002, Church of Good 
Shepherd, Tomball, TX, Diocese of Texas

•	 rector, 2002 – present, Church of reconciliation, San antonio, TX

National, provincial, and diocesan and 
community activities:

•	 World Mission Committee, 
member – Diocese of Texas,  
2000-2002

•	 examining Chaplains, member – 
Diocese of West Texas,  
2006-2011

•	 reconciliation Commission, co-
chair – Diocese of West Texas, 
2008-2015

•	 executive Board, member – 
Diocese of West Texas, 2013-2014

•	 San antonio Missional Clergy 
Group, creator and co-chair,  
2011-2013

•	 San antonio Sponsoring Committee, board member, 2013-present 
(nonprofit for collaboration and organizing among churches and 
other organizations doing  
missional outreach)

•	 Barrington Neighbors, co-founder & board member, 2011-present 
(nonprofit created by Church of reconciliation in collaboration 
with neighbors to serve and build relationships with our neighbors 
in the diverse neighborhood around reconciliation)

What do you do for recreation?

Frequent walks with my wife on the San antonio riverwalk, 
regular workouts at outdoor gym, biking, bow-hunting, fishing, 
backpacking. 

“Proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and interpreting the gospel” are 
foundational to the ordained Ministry.  How are you living this out in your 
life and ministry? 

“Christ’s resurrection” means that Jesus, through his sacrificial 
love, peacemaking, healing presence and leadership, is still with us 
today, inspiring and enabling us to follow his Way.  I live into my 
call to “proclaim Christ’s resurrection and interpret the gospel,” by 
embodying and encouraging others to embody Jesus’ sacrificial love, 
peacemaking, healing presence and leadership, in our own time and 
situation, to help bring about the Kingdom in our lives and the lives 
of others.  Specifically, I am called to model and interpret Jesus’ Way 
in the context of my own diverse faith community and surrounding 
neighborhood.  Because diversity and difficult change frequently 
cause division and segregation, I especially strive to embody Christ 
as peacemaker and reconciler, and I challenge the members of 
reconciliation to do the same, reaching out, like Jesus, to welcome 
and include those who have been rejected by society and other faith 
communities.  

embodying Jesus’ Way, in our almost 50-year history, reconciliation 
has been among the first churches in San antonio to welcome 
and include divorcees, Vietnam veterans, people in 12-Step 
recovery programs and the GLBTQ community.  Now, we at 

reconciliation, a predominately white and middle and upper middle 
class congregation, are reaching out to welcome and include our 
increasingly diverse neighbors.  Christ is calling us to acknowledge 
and overcome our unconscious bias and prejudice that continues 
to make the Church the most segregated institution in our country 
(http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2015/january/
sunday-morning-segregation-most-worshipers-church-diversity.
html?paging=off).  

Following the leadership of our bishops, in the last seven years 
reconciliation has become more “missional” in our outreach, focusing 
on loving, serving and connecting with the neighborhood around our 
campus.  We are collaborating with our local public elementary school 
through tutoring during the school year, and, for the past 5 years, we 
have hosted and funded a 5 week summer enrichment program for 
students who are not eligible for summer school, but are at risk of falling 
behind.  We have created a community garden.  We have also created 
a nonprofit to help organize and fund other neighborhood projects, 
and we are in the process of planning and designing a community 
center to be built on our campus to serve other neighborhood ministries 
and projects.  We are also stretching to connect with other Christian 
denominations and faith traditions in the San antonio area, so that we 
can collaborate to address challenges that cause suffering among the 
homeless, the poor, immigrants, people of color and others.
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Describe your personal discernment in allowing your name to go forward 
for the ministry of Bishop Suffragan. What gifts, skills, and experiences 
would you bring to this ministry? 

While I was on sabbatical this summer, discerning the “next chapter” 
in my ministry, several younger clergy contacted me and asked if I 
would consider nomination for Suffragan Bishop.  after much prayer 
and discussion with my family, friends, fellow clergy, bishop and 
parishioners, I believe God is calling me to serve the Church in this 
capacity.

In a time of increasing change, I feel called to help “midwife” the 
church of the future for our children and grandchildren.  I have been 
exploring and studying this issue for the past seven years, and have 
the leadership skills to help our diocese and congregations imagine 
and begin to make the changes that will attract and resonate with 
younger generations.  

I am also a peacemaker and reconciler.  I have experience and training 
in mediation from my previous law career.  We, the “Body of Christ,” are 
fragmented and polarized over issues of theology, liturgy, social justice, 
politics, etc., especially as we struggle to “midwife” the church of the 
future.  as a peacemaker and reconciler, I teach, encourage and enable 
fellow Christians to walk together, even when we disagree on difficult 
issues, so we can continue to work together as the Body of Christ. 

How do you envision working in collaboration in support of the Bishop 
Diocesan? 

Bishop reed and I have always worked well together because we are 
both focused on living out the compassion and love of Christ; and we 
hold different perspectives on some theological and liturgical issues.  I 
met with Bishop reed as I was discerning my call to be nominated for 
Suffragan Bishop, and we both agreed we could work well together, 
despite our differences.  

I deeply respect Bishop reed’s compassion and commitment to his 
role as Diocesan Bishop, and I will follow his leadership.  I also believe 
that it would greatly benefit our diocese to have leadership with 
a diversity of experience and perspectives that reflect the diversity 
within our diocese and changing world.  If we as a diocese work well 
together on difficult issues, despite our differences, then we will be a 
more functional and effective “Body of Christ.”  I believe it would be a 
blessing and inspiration for the diocese to have a team of leaders with 
diverse perspectives on some issues, and yet still respect each other 
and work well together.  We would be living out our diocesan core 
value of reconciliation – “We are a community committed to living in 
reconciled relationship with God and all people.”

How are you living out the vow to “be merciful to all, show compassion to 
the poor and strangers, and defend those who have no helper”?  How do 
you envision living this out as a Bishop Suffragan? 

The challenge of being merciful, compassionate and helpful is that 
we often pursue these calls looking through our “old, familiar lens.”  
Jesus challenged and stretched his followers to show compassion and 
mercy to outcasts, lepers, widows, and others who, in their culture 

and through their “familiar lens,” were often ignored.  During times 
of slavery and later in the “Jim Crow” era, many Christians were 
“merciful and compassionate” towards needy people.  But looking 
through their “old traditional lens,” they could not see or respond to 
the suffering of people of color.  We all face this challenge of seeing 
our changing world through new eyes.  

recently, I have become aware of how my “old familiar lens” has 
limited my mercy and compassion for people of color who continue 
to suffer from “institutional racism.”  Thankfully, my compassionate, 
community organizer son and others are challenging me to expand 
my vision and try to see the world through the eyes of people of color.  

If we are going to be truly merciful, compassionate and helpful, we 
must be willing to open our eyes to truly see what we have been 
blind to.  as Suffragan Bishop, I would strive to be transparent about 
my own challenges of trying to see everyone with compassion and 
mercy, and would encourage our diocese to recognize how our “old 
lenses” distort our perspective and sometimes prevent us from being 
compassionate and merciful to all who are suffering.

another challenge of being merciful, compassionate and helpful 
is our tendency to “hand out fish, rather than teaching people to 
fish.”  Often our outreach and mission trips focus on “immediate 
needs” rather than providing resources and training that enable self-
sufficiency.  recently, our World Mission Department and others have 
been addressing this issue, studying books like When Charity Destroys 
Dignity and Toxic Charity.  I face this issue when I see a homeless 
person with a sign begging for food.  rather than continually handing 
out food or money, would it be more merciful and compassionate 
to actively address the larger causes of homelessness and seek to 
empower the homeless to become self-sufficient?  

as the “Body of Christ” striving to bring about the abundant Life for 
all God’s children, part of my role as Suffragan Bishop would be to 
encourage and empower our diocese and congregations to find ways 
“to teach people to fish,” so that our mercy and compassion would 
have a much deeper impact.

The ordination vows for a bishop call for bishops to “share in the 
leadership of the Church throughout the world.”  Describe how you 
see the relationship between a Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion.  How do you think you could make a positive 
difference in building and nurturing these relationships? 

The anglican Communion, The episcopal Church, our Diocese, our 
parishes and each of us individually are part of the wider Church, the 
“Body of Christ.”  The “members” of the Body of Christ are all very 
different with different functions and contexts, but we are called to 
work together, to bring about the Kingdom of God.  The anglican 
Communion was birthed through the “via media”. Christians in 
england from both the roman Catholic and new Protestant traditions 
agreed to find their unity in common worship using the Prayer Book, 
even though they strongly disagreed on many theological issues.  
Over the centuries, as the anglican Communion and episcopal Church 
have evolved and grown, we have faced many difficult issues and 
often had a diversity of opinions. We have been most successful when 
we have followed the “via media.”

The Rev. RoBeRT WooDy
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Part of the current brokenness in the Church, anglican Communion, 
episcopal Church and our diocese, is our tendency to reduce 
or halt connections and collaboration when we have significant 
disagreements on difficult issues.  The ability and willingness to listen 
to one another, to have a “generous pastoral response,” to continue 
to respect and collaborate with each other, even when we disagree on 
other issues, is crucial for successfully maneuvering through times of 
major change in our world, culture and the Church.  My experience 
and gifts as a peace-maker and reconciler would be helpful for 
recognizing, addressing and overcoming these tendencies within our 
diocese, The episcopal Church, the anglican Communion and wider 
Church.  

For example in our diocese, the most important outcome of Bishop 
Lillibridge’s decision concerning the blessing of same sex unions, was 
not the fact that he did grant permission, but rather that we as a 
diocese did not “fracture,” and the parishes that strongly disagreed did 
not withdraw support or participation in the life and ministries of our 
diocese.  The process of facilitated conversations before and at Diocesan 
Council, where we listened respectfully to each other and sought to 
have a “generous pastoral response” with those we disagreed with, 
helped make that possible.

as co-chair of our diocesan reconciliation Commission, I played a 
central role in organizing and leading these facilitated conversations.  
I have the experience to use these and similar methods and strategies 
to keep our parishes, our diocese, episcopal Church, anglican 
Communion and wider Church not only together, but also functional 
as “the Body of Christ.”

In the midst of church decline and increasing disinterest in religion, what 
are some ways that you believe the Episcopal Church can make new 
disciples, strengthen congregations and grow the Kingdom of God? 

a major cause of decline and disinterest in the Church is our 
unwillingness to be flexible and adaptable in response to increasing 
significant changes in our culture and world.  For the Church to thrive, 
we must be able to hold on to fundamental principles of our faith, 
and at the same time, adapt our worship, structure, ministries, etc., so 
they will resonate and connect with our children and grandchildren.

Sociologists used to say that every 20 to 25 years, we had a new and 
different generation.  Now some say that every 10 or 12 years we 
have a new generation.  I was one generation beyond my parents.  
My sons are 2 or 3 generations beyond me, which requires a lot 
more stretching to stay connected.  Church leaders must do major 
stretching if we are going to resonate and connect with younger 
generations. 

One example of stretching in our diocese has been our willingness to 
pursue a more “missional” model of outreach, shifting our focus from 
internal (taking care of ourselves and our buildings) to external (loving 
our neighbors).  younger generations are attracted to and resonate 
more with faith communities that are focused on loving and serving 
their neighbors.

What excites you about being a Christian and a member of the Episcopal 
Church? 

Being a Christian gives me a deep sense of meaning and purpose, and 
a future.  Many seek meaning, purpose and future mainly through 
money and possessions, but that strategy doesn’t work.  The deeper I 
go in my relationship with Jesus and God, the more I see relationship 
and love as the heart of meaning and purpose in my life.  The more I 
live out the love of God by following Jesus’ example, and the more I 
stretch to build relationships, the richer my life becomes.

The first thing that excites me about the episcopal Church is our 
liturgical forms of worship.  I spent my early years in a fundamentalist 
church where I was taught Scripture literally gave us all the answers 
and nothing should ever change.  But in our episcopal worship, we 
use and celebrate symbols, metaphors and stories that point us to 
and connect us with the mystery of God, which can never be fully 
understood.  I also love being an episcopalian because we are willing 
to take on difficult issues and stretch and grow to level society’s 
playing field, like electing a woman and an african american as our 
last two Presiding Bishops.

The Rev. RoBeRT WooDy
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Celebrating the Lillibridges

This will be the last Diocesan Council for 
Diocesan Bishop, Gary Lillibridge, as his 
retirement is set for June 2017. 

In lieu of a Bishop’s address (which will be 
given by Bishop Coadjutor David reed), 
Bishop Lillibridge will address the diocesan 
family during the Bishops’ Luncheon on 
Friday, February 24, and the Council Banquet 
on Friday evening will be a loving roast of our 
beloved bishop. 

Bishops’ Luncheon: 

The Bishop’s Luncheon, in the Corpus Christi Ballroom at the Omni hotel (third floor), will be 
at 12 noon on Friday, Feb. 24. Cost is $30/person and is included in the registration fee for 
clergy, clergy spouses, alternates and delegates.

Bishop Gary Lillibridge will share some thoughts as he prepares to retire in June and take some 
new directions in his life. Join us for this opportunity to thank Bishop Lillibridge for his faithful 
service as deacon, priest, and bishop in the Diocese of West Texas.

Council Banquet:

Friday evening will begin with a “reception with a 
view” on the second floor of the americanBank Center 
at 5:30 p.m. with musical entertainment provided by 
Mariachi rio. Cash bars (alcoholic and non) will be 
available. a seated dinner begins at 6:15, followed by 
a loving roast of Bishop Lillibridge at 7:00. Bill Pettus 
(Good Shepherd, Corpus Christi), Steve herlich (St. 
David’s, San antonio), and Bishop reed will all regale 
us with stories (some even true) about the ups and 
downs, the fun and funnier, in short, the life and times 
of Catherine and Gary Lillibridge.

at 8:00 p.m. sit back and enjoy the sounds of the band 
Down for the Count featuring two of our own, Matt 
Wise and Gene Dowdy. a service of Compline will close 
our evening at 9:30 p.m. 

Don’t miss a minute of this wonderful evening as the 
good folks of Good Shepherd, Corpus Christ, help us honor and thank the Lillibridges for their 
service to this diocese.

The cost of the banquet is included for clergy, delegates, alternates and clergy spouses. For 
visitors and exhibitors, the cost of the banquet is $40, and may be purchased at the time of 
registration.

youth in action:

youth In action is entering its eighth year 
of service. Like Diocesan Council, this event 
has become a time of reunion, renewal, and 
youth business. That business is saying yes to 
service.

registration is open on the Council website 
until February 15.

https://council-dwtx.org/sign-up/youth-
in-action/

Online you can find:
•	 youth registration form $35/youth
•	 Sponsor registration form (ratio 1 

sponsor for every 5 youth) $35/sponsor
•	 Liability and medical release forms that 

must be completed by February 8
•	 Sponsor driver form
•	 Packing list
•	 Daily agenda

Payment is required at the time of 
registration. The event is expected to fill 
quickly with room for 75 youth and 25 
sponsors.

Location and Contacts:
headquarters for youth in action will be the 
Church of the Good Shepherd (700 S. upper 
Broadway Street, Corpus Christi, TX 78401). 
Primary Contacts are Matthew Bloss, youth 
Minister at the Church of the Good Shepherd 
(mbloss@cotgs.org), the rev. Phillip May, 
assistant rector at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd (pmay@cotgs.org), or Laura Kean, 
Camps & Conferences administrator (laura.
kean@dwtx.org).

Mission Projects:
Projects for youth In action 2017 will be 
varied. We will assist several non-profits 
serving South Texas including:

•	 Beach Clean up
•	 Kairos Ministry International, Inc.
•	 Mission 911, a local homeless shelter
•	 The Food Bank of Corpus Christi

113th Diocesan Council, continued from page 6.
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Council Meal Opportunities:

Commission for Women’s Ministries Luncheon
New this year! 
Thursday, February 23, 11:30 a.m. in the rotunda
Cost is $25/person
* register online at www.council-dwtx.org

Title: “What do we do now?”
Description: In some congregations it’s a monthly luncheon meeting with a speaker, in others 
it’s setting up for weddings and funerals, in still others it’s supporting the ministries of group 
members. There are many models of women’s ministries these days, and all models are valid 
– but not for every congregation. as the roles of women have changed in recent decades, so 
has the shape of the local episcopal Church women (eCw) with many asking “what do we 
do now?” Come join other women in a facilitated conversation about the many ways in which 
women’s ministries can serve God, the church, and each other.

Christian educators Working Luncheon
hosted by the Christian education Committee
Thursday, February 23, 11:15 a.m. in the Watergarden
Cost is $25/person
* register online at www.council-dwtx.org

The Christian education Department will again host a gathering of Christian educators for a 
working lunch. Priests, staff, and volunteers of adult, Children, youth, and Family Ministries 
are invited to participate and mingle with fellow church workers.

Come listen, learn, and share over lunch with passionate Christian educators in your diocesan 
family. you will walk away with a new vision and energy surrounding the importance of 
Christian Formation for all ages. We will discuss Cynthia Coe’s new book, Christian Nurture 
in the 21st Century. This lunch gathering will be informative and worth attending with 
experienced diocesan Christian education directors sharing experiences and curriculum for all 
ages. 

Mission Congregations’ Dinner
Thursday, February 23, 8:00 p.m. at Brewster Street Ice house
Cost is $25/person
* register online at www.council-dwtx.org

For the delegations from our mission churches, the Mission Congregations’ Dinner will take 
place off-site at Brewster Street Ice house, 1724 N. Tancahua, Corpus Christi, 78401 on 
Thursday evening at 8:00 p.m. following the Council eucharist. The evening of fellowship 
and good food features Brewster’s Barbeque and all the fixin’s. Texas Country Music night at 
Brewster’s starts at 9:00 p.m.

holy Spirit, San antonio, will once again host this event. although this Council event is billed 
for mission congregations only, we extend an invitation to smaller delegations that would like 
to share an evening in community with food and conversation. 

Clergy Spouse Breakfast
Friday, February 24, 8:00 a.m., The art Center of Corpus Christi

The annual Clergy Spouse Breakfast, location to be determined, will begin at 8:00 a.m. on 
Friday, February 24. The cost is included in the Clergy Spouse registration price. This is an 
opportunity for clergy spouses to gather for food and fellowship. We will also welcome our 
newest spouses to our community of DWTX Clergy Spouses.

#behold

In the book of revelation, chapter 21, the 
writer sees “a new heaven and a new earth,” 
and from the one who is seated on the 
throne, he hears, “Behold, I make all things 
new” (21:5, rSV). From this verse comes our 
diocesan theme for 2017.

So, behold!

and #behold

God is at work in your life, in the lives around 
you, in our life together as a diocesan family. 
always, God makes all things new. The 
challenge for us is take the time to notice 
how God is working.

Beginning at Diocesan Council 2017 and 
continuing throughout the year, you are 
invited to share the ways you see God 
working with the hashtag #behold on social 
media. Interact with diocesan members on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Share the acts of love, kindness, and mercy 
you witness. Share the experiences that 
make each day brand new. Share the ways a 
continual change is blessed by the holy Spirit 
and offers renewal.

#behold will serve as the official hashtag for 
Diocesan Council 2017 and will represent 
the annual theme for the remainder of the 
year.

#behold
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Win a trip with World Mission

“My name is Cherie Kittle, and
I am addicted to World Mission.”

M 
y name is Cherie Kittle, and I am 
addicted to World Mission. There. 

I’ve said it, loud and proud for all to hear. It 
all started in the fall of 2011. On a Sunday at 
St. John’s, New Braunfels, Fr. ripp hardaway 
(rector) announced a diocesan drawing of a 
world mission trip for any parishioner who 
had never been on such an adventure.  

My ears perked up, and after the service I 
made a bee-line to the parish hall for the 
application slip. I filled it out, and annotated 
my interest in a trip working with women and 
children. When I left my application on Fr. 
ripp’s desk, I thought, “I am really going to 
win this trip.”  Then it was out of my mind for 
several weeks as the holidays approached.  
 
Fast-forward to mid-February 2012 when I 
received a voice mail from Fr. ripp calling 
from a Diocesan Council meeting telling me that I WON! I was stunned. I walked back to the 
den to tell my husband with tears running down my face. his response was, “What drawing?” 
ripp made the announcement the next Sunday, and several other parishioners had the same 
response, “What drawing?” 
 
I made my first mission trip to uganda in June 2013. The team was part of the Threads of 
Blessing ministry. Both of my preferences were met (working with women and children).  
upon my return I couldn’t contain my enthusiasm. My husband John would learn more and 
more details of the mission team activities as time went by. I made a deal with myself that I 
wouldn’t go back to uganda unless John could accompany me.  

Both of us had the opportunity to go to uganda in October-November 2015, joining 
the Threads of Blessing team. John quickly experienced in person all of the events I had 
photographed in 2013. 

I watched his facial expressions as we traveled from Kampala through the countryside. I saw 
many expressions of shock, awe, compassion, and love for the people of uganda. Now he is 
very enthusiastic about accompanying me on my Threads of Blessing presentations around 
the diocese. as I write this article, we are preparing for another trip to uganda (our second 
together). 

Now for you, readers:

another drawing is planned for the 113th Diocesan Council, to meet February 23-25, 2017, in 
Corpus Christi.

This is a drawing for an all-expense paid trip to one of the diocesan World Mission sites for 
anyone who has never been on a mission trip. 

Grab an application from your church office in January. after Diocesan Council, someone will 
receive a similar letter from Dr. Marthe Curry, diocesan Director of World Mission, stating,  
“Congratulations on winning our drawing for an all-expense-paid mission trip to the place of 
your choice.” 
 
That winner - possibly yOu - will be shouting it LOuD and PrOuD: 
I am addicted to World Mission.

Sharing Faith:
June 1, 2017

Once again, we ask all our churches to 
gather to share a meal and stories of our 
faith across this diocese on Thursday, June 
1, 2017. at each dinner, a moderator will 
prompt participants to share stories of their 
faith journey with printed questions. Sharing 
Faith provides a welcoming and safe way to 
engage one another, articulate our faith and 
build relationships.

Sharing Faith has become a beloved 
diocesan-wide event, and many churches 
hold Sharing Faith Dinners in ways that best 
fit the different congregations. Some gather 
on the designated date, and some hold 
monthly dinners. Some host the dinners in 
parishioners’ homes, while others gather in 
the parish hall or a designated space. We 
invite you to embrace this event in the best 
way that honors your congregation.

Share your pics and your comments – 
#SharingFaith or tweet to @DioceseWestTX 
or on Facebook.com/DioceseWestTX.

everything you’ll need is online:
This year we continue to join with other 
dioceses in the episcopal Church and utilize 
the resources developed by Diocese of Texas. 
To learn more about the 2017 event, visit the 
Sharing Faith website, created by the Diocese 
of Texas, at http://sharingfaithdinners.com/

Diocesan Council:
at Diocesan Council in Corpus Christi, 
February 23-25, 2017, the Diocese of West 
Texas plans to distribute packs of the Sharing 
Faith cards to each church that needs more.  
New cards are not being printed this year, 
instead we will use the cards created by 
the Diocese of Texas in 2016. For more 
information, or with questions, please 
contact Leslie Mixson at leslie.mixson@dwtx.
org or 210-824-5387.



Hallowed 
Ground,
the history of 
Cathedral Park

For thousands of 
years, beginning 
with the Paleo 
Indians, Cathedral 
Park at the Bishop 
Jones Center has 
been a source 
of rest, renewal, 
and refreshment 
for pilgrims who come this way. The sacred 
history of the grounds has now been captured 
in Hallowed Ground, an 80-page monograph 
written by Marjorie George, former 
communications officer for the diocese.  

The monograph focuses on the gift of God’s 
creation in this place and traces the history 
of how it came to be the most wonderful gift 
the diocese has ever received. Cost of the 
book is $12, and it is available at the Bishop 
Jones Center and also on amazon (search for 
hallowed Ground by Marjorie George).

Camp Sunday: February 19, 2017

Let’s celebrate the Diocese of West Texas’ vibrant camping ministries and invite new campers 
into the family by singing camp songs, sharing favorite memories, and wearing camp T-shirts 
to church on the annual Camp Sunday, February 19, 2017.
 
The offertory gifts on Camp Sunday go to the Camps annual Fund, which helps people of 
all ages attend our camps where they can participate in Christian fellowship and experience 
God’s love.
 
Combined with other individual and group donations in 2016, the Camps and Conferences 
Department of the diocese raised over $270,000 for the Camps annual Fund, helping to 
send 40 families (including 9 Wounded Warrior families) to Mustang Island Family Camp, 
412 campers to Summer Camp at Camp Capers, and 20 youth to the Colorado adventure 
Program at Duncan Park.
 
To see resources for Camp Sunday, visit www.dwtx.org/campsunday in January 2017. With 
questions, contact Laura Kean at 210/888-824-5387 or laura.kean@dwtx.org.
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recent Clergy Changes 
in the Diocese of West Texas

the rev. Mark Bigley accepted 
the call to serve as rector of 
annunciation, Luling. he began his 
ministry there in October 2016. he 
previously served as the rector of 
St. alban’s, hixson, Tennessee in the 
Diocese of east Tennessee.

the rev. Mike Fulk has accepted 
the call to serve as rector (half-time) 
of all Saints, San Benito, effective 
November 1, 2016. Mike previously 
served as the rector of St. Mark’s, 
howe, Indiana in the Diocese of 
Northern Indiana. 

the rev. scott Brown has been 
called to a new role as headmaster 
of TMI - The episcopal School of 
Texas. his final Sunday as rector 
of St. alban’s, harlingen, will be 
February 19, 2017. at that time 
he will begin a period of overlap 
with the outgoing headmaster, Dr. 
John Cooper, who will retire in the 
summer of 2017.

the rev. jan Dantone has accepted 
the call to serve as rector of 
epiphany, Kingsville. She has been 
serving as an associate rector at St. 
John the Divine in houston. her first 
Sunday is January 22, 2017.

the rev. patrick soule has accepted 
the call to serve as associate 
Chaplain at TMI - The episcopal 
School of Texas. his last Sunday as 
rector of St. helena’s, Boerne, is 
January 8, 2017.

the rev. Michael Koehler has 
accepted the call to serve as assistant 
rector of St. Luke’s, San antonio. 
he previously served as associate 
Chaplain at TMI - The episcopal 
School of Texas and begins at St. 
Luke’s on January 1, 2017. 
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DioCesaN eveNts

jaNuary
500th anniversary of the reformation 
an ecumenical prayer service, breakout 
sessions, and a keynote address by Dr. Mindy 
Makant of Lenoir-rhyne university will mark 
a celebratory event on Saturday, January 14, 
at 4:00 p.m. at Oblate Seminary to celebrate 
the great strides in Christian unity since the 
Protestant reformation. The diocese is taking 
an active role in the planning of this prayer 
service. This event is a forerunner to a three-
day anniversary celebration planned for Jan. 
2018.

Diocesan DOK Winter assembly 
The diocesan Daughters of the King® will 
gather for their Winter assembly at St. Luke’s, 
Cypress Mill (263 Spur 962, 78663) Fri.-Sat., 
Jan. 27-28. The topic is romans 13:12 with 
guest speakers Connie Bye and the rev. Maria 
elena Daniels. The assembly begins at 5:30 
Friday evening and will close with eucharist at 
3:30 p.m. on Saturday. reserve your spot by 
registering online at www.dwtx.org/events. The 
cost is $60 for both days, or $30 for Saturday 
only; $20 for Junior Daughters for both 
days, or $10 for Saturday only. Full or partial 
scholarships are available. Contact Kim Najera 
at like2read@sbcglobal.net.

Crafts retreat 
Bring your craft projects, on-going or brand 
new, to Camp Capers and create together with 
others from around the diocese January 27-29. 
The Crafts retreat begins with dinner at 6:30 
p.m. on Friday and ends following lunch on 
Sunday. The group will stay in the gorgeous 
Meadow Cross and river Bluff lodges, with 
rooms opening for check-in after 1:00, Friday. 
The retreat is led by Sue hardaway. register 
at www.dwtx.org/events, then email Sue 
(suegroovy@hotmail.com) with your project 
plans and table requests. 

www.Dwtx.org/BLog 
read ministry stories from our churches in 
between issues of The Church News. The blog 
also features current news, national news, and 
diocesan ministry updates.

reflections-Dwtx.org 
reflectionsOnline is the online edition of 
Reflections magazine. adult Christian Formation 
offers studies for individuals and congregations. 
www.christianformation-dwtx.org.

“episcopal Diocese of West Texas - 
Bishop Jones Center”

@DioceseWestTX

the DioCese oF west texas 
Online

Discernment Forums/Pre-Council Meetings 
There will be only three Pre-Council meetings 
this year, all during the weekend of January 
28-29. These three meetings will focus on 
Discernment Forums to afford voting delegates 
and clergy, plus visitors, the opportunity to 
hear from the potential nominees for Bishop 
Suffragan in person. See more on page 8.

Saturday, Jan. 28 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at St. 
alban’s, harlingen

Saturday, Jan. 28 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Corpus Christi

Sunday, Jan. 29 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at TMI 
- The episcopal School of Texas, San antonio

FeBruary
Father-Son retreat 
a weekend retreat for fathers, father figures, 
and their sons to share quality time together 
will take place at Camp Capers, Friday-Sunday, 
February 3-5. Weekend cost is $140 for adults 
and $100 for children (ages 6-18). register 
online at www.dwtx.org/events.

altar Guild Workshop 
The diocesan altar Guild invites all aG members 
to St. Thomas, San antonio, on Saturday, 
February 4, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a 
day of workshops, an address by the rev. Matt 
Wise on “Spirituality in altar Guild ministry,” 
and a Q&a session with National altar Guild 
members. Cost is $20 and includes lunch. 
Complete the mail-in registration form found at 
www.dwtx.org/events.

Sunday Night Live 
Sunday Night Live will be held on February 12, 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Mission room 
at the Bishop Jones Center. SNL is for all San 
antonio area high school-age youth and is led 
by diocesan College Missions leaders. Contact 
allie Melancon at allie.melancon@dwtx.org.

Food for the Soul 
Sign up for Food for the Soul, Friday-Sunday, 
February 17-19, and learn the secrets to 
seasoning your food with love, guided by the 
stellar cooks in the Mustang Island Conference 
Center kitchen, Kathy, Jamie, and Sandra. 
For cooks of all levels of experience. Cost is 
$260 for double occupancy, or $310 for single 
occupancy. For more information, contact 
Lynn at 361-749-1800.

Diocesan events: www.dwtx.org/events

Church events: www.dwtx.org/church-events


