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Prayers at the Convening of Council—Thursday, February 23, at 1 p.m. 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Phil 1:2) 
 

A Reading from II Corinthians (5:17-20) 
 
 If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation! The old has passed 
away, behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, 
in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ… 
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 

 O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on 
your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual 
working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; 
let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are 
being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, 
and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through 
whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
 Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and 
understanding, be present with us now as we take counsel for the 
renewal and mission of your Church in West Texas. Teach us in all things 
to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and 



grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

O God, by your grace you have called us in the Diocese of West 
Texas to a goodly fellowship of faith. Bless our bishop, Gary, all our 
bishops and other clergy, and all the people of our churches. Grant that 
your Word may be truly preached and truly heard, your Sacraments 
faithfully administered and faithfully received. By your Spirit, fashion us 
according to the example of your Son, and grant that we may show the 
power of your love to all among whom we live; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Holy Father, as we gather in this city named for your Son, we give 

you thanks for the hard work and generous hospitality of our host parish, 
Church of the Good Shepherd. May we be strengthened by their 
example of loving service as living members of Corpus Christi, the Body 
of Christ, and may we be renewed in our desire to reach out in love and 
concern for others, following our one true Shepherd, Jesus Christ; who 
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, you proclaimed from the throne of 
heaven, “Behold, I make all things new”: Be with us in these three days, 
and let the light of your glory shine upon us so that we may see your 
redeeming work in our midst. Send your Spirit to stir us from 
indifference, jadedness, and world-weariness; renew our hope and 
confidence in you; and refresh us with your joy. Bring us all to be of one 
heart and mind, that our love for one another may spread outward to 
embrace this sinful and hurting world. May we offer our best to you 
throughout this Council, O Lord, and may our self-offering become the 
means for the renewal of your beloved Church. All this we pray, for your 
love’s sake. Amen. 

 



And now, gathering up all our desires and petitions for this Council 
and for our lives, let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught us: Our Father… 

 
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 

 


