
113th Council of the Diocese of West Texas 
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Morning Prayers at the Election of a Bishop Suffragan 

Saturday, February 25          8:50 a.m. 
 

Opening Sentences 
 
 I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth. (Isaiah 49:6b) 
 
 Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to 
your holy hill and to your dwelling (Psalm 43:3) 
 
From Psalm 51 
 
Open my lips, O Lord,* and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,* and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence* and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

Give me the joy of your saving help again* and sustain me  
 with your bountiful Spirit. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (61:1-8) 
 
 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he 
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance for our God, to comfort all who mourn; to 
provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the 
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his 
glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastation of many 
generations. Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall till your 
land and dress your vines; but you shall be called priests of the Lord, you shall be 
named ministers of our God; you shall enjoy the wealth of nations, and in their 
riches you shall glory. Because their shame was double, and dishonor was 
proclaimed as their lot, therefore they shall possess a double portion; everlasting joy 
shall be theirs. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 



faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them. 
   The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98 
 
  Sing to the Lord a new song,*  
   for he has done marvelous things. 

  With his right hand and his holy arm* 
   has he won for himself the victory. 

  The Lord has made known his victory;* 
   his righteousness has he openly shown 
   in the sign of the nations. 

  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,* 
   and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;* 
   lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

  Sing to the Lord with the harp,* 
   with the harp and the voice of song. 

  With trumpets and the sound of the horn* 
   shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,* 
   the lands and those who dwell therein. 

  Let the rivers clap their hands,* 
   and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
   when he comes to judge the earth. 

  In righteousness shall he judge the world* 
   and the peoples with equity. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from St. Luke’s Gospel (24:44-49a) 
 
 On that evening of the resurrection, Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 



nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I 
am sending upon you what my Father promised.” 
 
   The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence 
 
A Collect for Guidance 

 Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly 
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
For the Unity of the Church 

 Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his 
disciples that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, 
being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the 
one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with in you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
For the Election of a Bishop Suffragan 
 (Insert prayer used within diocese) 
 
For the Work Before Us Today 

 O Lord our God, you have brought us in safety to this new day, and you have 
blessed us abundantly. Give us grateful hearts as we begin our work today, and 
may all be do be an offering of praise and thanksgiving to you, for the building up of 
your Church and the furthering of your Kingdom. Pour out your Spirit upon us, that 
as we vote for the person we believe you are calling to be our next Bishop Suffragan, 
we may entrust the outcome to you and desire above all that your will be done. 
When our work here is finished today, send us home renewed and eager to follow 
Jesus where he leads; all this we pray in his holy Name. Amen. 
 
Intercessions offered, silently or aloud 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all, now and for ever. Amen. 


