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 It's serendipitous, or maybe just God's sense of humor, that we are celebrating 

the Feast of St. Matthias this morning, with our own election of a bishop, a successor 

to the apostles, looming large tomorrow morning. Since Matthias was the first 

apostle who was not one of the original Twelve, I don't know if his "number" in the 

apostolic succession would be 1 or 13, but tomorrow we will elect someone as 

Bishop Suffragan who will be in the neighborhood of 1,100 in the American 

succession of bishops. Nobody cares about this stuff except other bishops, but for 

the record, Bishop Lillibridge is #995 and I'm #1005. Bishop Hibbs got the best 

number ever: 9-1-1. 

 I would love to give you the full biography of Matthias, except you've already 

heard it--everything reliably known about him is in the three verses from Acts I, 

which we heard this morning, when Matthias is chosen to replace Judas Iscariot. 

 After the Ascension on Mount Olivet, the remaining apostles returned to 

Jerusalem, and assembled all of the followers of  Jesus who were present, men and 

women, about 120 people. Peter addresses these disciples and says that the main 

qualification for Judas' successor is that it be "one of those who was a companion 

with us as we followed Jesus from his baptism until he was taken up from us--one of 

these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." 

 There being no substitute resolutions and no debate, the nominating 

committee put forward two finalists: Joseph Barsabbas and Matthias. The assembled 
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disciples approve the nominees, and democracy not having been invented yet, nor 

Scantron machines, they roll the dice. Actually, they cast lots--likely tossing several 

small stones. This was in keeping with the Law, which called for the high priest to be 

chosen that way. 

 Matthias wins, and we never hear from Joseph Barsabbas again. Of course, we 

never hear from Matthias again, either. 

 Just a few things to wonder about.       

  First, it seems clear that, in the brand new Church, the raising up of suitable 

candidates was done by the entire assembly. The people apparently trusted both of 

these men enough to be satisfied that either could be called to the work of apostles. 

Tomorrow,  you will choose among seven nominees who have, in effect, been raised 

up by the assembly we call the Diocese. They have been and are our companions as 

we follow Jesus. 

 Second, the act of choosing and calling Matthias (and later, Apostles) was an 

action consistent with Christ himself. Recall it was Jesus who told his friends, "You 

did not choose me, I chose you." And yet, the Church was able to take on that role--

to act confidently for Jesus; to begin to do things that, before, would have been 

appropriate only for Jesus to do--claiming an authority that, before, only Jesus could 

claim. Think back to the locked upper room on the first Easter evening, when  Jesus 

comes among his disciples. He says, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you...Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any they are 

forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." (John 20:21-23) The 

promise is not that we will be able to imitate Jesus, but that we will participate with 

him, empowered by the Spirit. In the power of the Spirit, we will ask our Lord to 

choose our next suffragan. 

 Third, the assembled disciples are asked by Peter to choose so that one might 

"become a witness with us to his resurrection." The heart of the Church's life and 
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mission is to be a witness to Christ's resurrection--and the Greek word for "witness" is 

marturion, meaning "the evidence." So, apostles, bishops, are to be living evidence of 

the risen Christ. But not just bishops. Peter says "a witness with us,"  and "us" refers 

not to the 11 Apostles but to the gathered Christians, all the companions of  Jesus, 

all of us. 

 Why Matthias? Luck of the draw? Roll of the dice? Hand of God? We can  

know only very little. What we do know is that Matthias was there. He had followed 

Jesus; he showed up, and stayed. Recall today's short Gospel reading:  there at the 

last supper, Jesus uses the word "abide" six times. Faithful discipleship means we stay. 

 Our seven nominees have already served us well, by showing up and staying, 

for love of the Lord and his Church. They have given us a wonderful gift.  It could 

be that the best gift we can give in return--to all of them--is to renew our commitment 

to stand with them and abide, companions with  Jesus all, living evidence of the living 

Christ. AMEN. 


