
Resolution 7-2017 
Authorizing a Special Task Force on the Diocesan Budget 

 
 

WHEREAS, Christian stewardship is the use of all that God has entrusted to us - time, talent and  
 treasure – and is a primary work of the Church; and 

 
WHEREAS, individual members and the 87 churches of the Diocese of West Texas are called to  
 practice biblical stewardship and to be generous stewards, using wisely and giving  
 thankfully from the abundance of their blessings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the annual budget of our Diocese is a reflection of the collective stewardship of the  
 churches and an expression of our commitment to mission and ministry; and 
 
WHEREAS, from time to time, the Diocese has found it wise to re-examine the annual budget to  
 ensure that we are practicing the best possible stewardship, and the last such endeavor  

was begun in 2003; and 
 
WHEREAS, we have arrived at such a time in our life together, when financial uncertainties and  
 stresses affect a significant number of our churches and, thus, the diocesan budget and our  
 ability to do the work to which our Lord is calling us; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that this 113th Council of the Diocese of West Texas authorize a special Task Force on  
 the Budget, appointed by the Bishop Coadjutor, to be charged with the careful examination  
 of all current sources of funding for diocesan mission and ministry, including  
 apportionment, endowments and special offerings; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Task Force will consider also the process by which the annual budget is  

created; the work of various entities that have impact upon the financial resources of the  
Diocese, including the Episcopal Church Corporation in West Texas, the Episcopal  
Foundation in West Texas, and the Diocesan Development Steering Committee; and the  
ways by which new initiatives are funded; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Task Force will examine the local church option "Line 1a and 1b" in effect  
 pursuant to Resolution 2-2007, passed at the 103rd Diocesan Council, in conjunction with  

review of General Convention Resolution D013, regarding diocesan assessments, passed in  
2015; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Task Force will study the quantity and quality of stewardship education in the  
 churches, and the most effective practices in use, and that it will also study the  
 effectiveness and clarity of diocesan communication to the churches regarding both  
 faithful stewardship and the annual  budget; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Task Force will report and make recommendations to the Executive Board by  
 November of 2017, and report to this Council in 2018. 
  


