
Sermon, Diocesan Council, 2017 
Thursday, February 23, Corpus Christi 

Bishop Lillibridge 
 

1)  Good evening.  On behalf of this Diocesan Council, I want 
to offer our thanks to all who have had a hand in the 
arrangements for this worship service.  We are grateful to 
you. 

 
2)  So much to say, so little time.  Where to begin?  Tonight, I 

will focus on our theme for 2017.  Tomorrow at lunch I’ll 
have some so-called reflections on my time as your bishop; 
some of which might actually have happened. 

 
3) I suppose this year’s “theme process” is a good place to 

start.  As you know, I have chosen a diocesan theme 
throughout my episcopacy, with the intention that the 
annual theme be the focal point of our life together during 
that particular year.   

 
4)  In this year of transition from me to Bishop Reed, I left the 

decision to him about whether or not he wanted to continue 
having a theme.  He came into my office several months 
later and told me that he was going to keep this tradition 
and wanted to know what my criteria included for choosing 
such a theme.  I noted three things.  

 
5)  First, it should come from Scripture (except my first one, 

This Train is Bound for Glory, which highlighted the 
spread of the Gospel across the United States via the 



“Chapel Cars” used on the newly built railroads in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.)  

 
6)  Second, themes need to be short, easy to remember, and 

call us to do something.  Third, the theme should be 
relevant to our diocesan life and ministry. 

 
7) Bishop Reed rolled his eyes and said he knew all of that, 

and that he had already come up with a short, easy to 
remember theme that was particularly relevant to the 
diocesan family in 2017.  I said, “What is it?”  He 
responded, “Out with the old, in with the new.”  I 
mentioned that I didn’t recall that being in the Bible, at 
least in that form, and he said he’d check and get back with 
me. 

 
8) A bit later, he came back to my office and said he found 

something that was actually in the Bible and fit perfectly 
with the overall message he wants to convey this year.  
“What is it?” I asked.  He replied, “It comes from Isaiah, 
Chapter 43, “Do not dwell on the past.” 

 
8) I gently suggested he might want something a little more 

inspirational, so he left and returned in about an hour and 
said he had had success.  “Okay, let’s hear it.”  He replied, 
“1 Corinthians 5.7:  Purge out therefore the old leaven, 
that ye may be a new lump.” 

 
9)  I said I didn’t think that would be much of a rallying point 

for the diocese.  He left my office in a huff and returned a 



short time later.  “Alright,” he said, “I found one.  Book of 
Proverbs.  When he is old, he will not depart.” 

 
10)   I said, “Okay, I hear what you’re saying.  How about, 

“Behold, I make all things new.”  He responded, “That’s 
in the Bible?”  I said, “Yes, the last book.”  “Oh,” he 
responded, “I haven’t gotten that far yet.”  True story.  Or 
not.  Let those who have ears, decide. 

 
11)  “Behold.”  Apparently, this is one of God’s favorite 

words.  I found over 1250 references to the word “behold” 
in the Bible.  The people of the Bible are beholding all 
kinds of things – and these run from fairly insignificant to 
greatly significant. 

 
12) Behold I have heard there is corn (Gen 42.2) 

Behold, there is a woman! (1 Sam 28.7) 
Behold I have played the fool! (1 Sam 26.21) 
Behold the Lamb of God! (John 1.29) 
Behold the angel of the Lord appeared! (Matt 2.13) 
Behold God is my helper! (Psalm 54.4) 
Behold your God! (Isaiah 40.9) 
God saw all that He had made, and behold it was very 
good! (Gen 1.31) 

 
13)  So, evidently Bishop Reed knew what he was doing after 

all when he chose this year’s theme.  In fact, I had no idea 
of Bishop Reed’s far reaching influence.  Even the fast 
food industry is picking up on his theme.  Catherine and I 
were entering a McDonalds for coffee one December 
morning while traveling to a visitation, and sure enough, 



the sign on the front door said, “Behold the McRib.”  
While neither of us actually “beheld” a McRib, we were 
impressed with Bishop Reed’s ability to inspire a 
following. 

 
14)  Turning to tonight’s reading from Revelation.  Have you 

ever said something profound, and thought, “That’s good, 
I should write that down.”  God evidently had a similar 
thought when He said, Behold, I make all things 
new…for immediately after saying it, God tells John – 
who is busily taking notes, “Hey, jot that down.  This is 
good stuff.  Sometimes I even amaze myself.” 

 
15) The verse actually reads, Behold, I make all things new.  

Also God said, Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true (Revelation 21.5).  Indeed, they are. 

 
16)  Now, a word about an important, and often overlooked, 

partnership found throughout the Scripture in general, and 
in the Gospel in particular.  And that partnership is found 
in the relationship between revelation and call.   

 
17)  The disciples discover, over and over again, that 

revelation and call go together for followers of Jesus.  I 
believe, therefore, that it is very important for those of us 
who profess a Christian faith to ask ourselves 3 questions: 

 
18) Who is Jesus Christ?  (Revelation) 

Who am I in light of who Jesus is?  (Contemplation) 
And, What is Christ calling me to do?  (Call) 

 



19)  The risen Christ (revelation) is a seeking Christ (call). 
 

20)  And when we are called, we aren’t privy to all the plans 
which are ahead.  The first disciples were a bunch of 
clueless fisherman when they first heard Jesus say, 
“Follow me.”  They had no idea what that meant or would 
require.  This is certainly true in my life and ministry, and 
likely in yours as well.  

 
21)  But when the disciples hear those same words at the end 

of the Jesus’ earthly life, John 21.22 after he serves them 
breakfast on the beach, they have a whole new 
appreciation for what it means to follow.  For they had had 
three years of experience with Jesus and were utterly 
transformed, and not a little terrified, by the experience. 

 
22)  They were captivated by a commitment to live under the 

watchful eye of God, and – with the Holy Spirit’s 
inspiration and guidance – helped change the course of 
human history. 

 
23)  Bearing fruit is what they did, and bearing fruit is 

regularly mentioned as the indication of a close union with 
Christ.  This union is not based on Jesus revealing The 
Plan, but rather Jesus revealing who He is.  And then, after 
this revealing - this revelation - comes the call, “Be like 
me.”   

 
24) Therefore, the question put to you is, “How are you like 

Jesus?”  This is not theory, it is a serious question for all 
who call themselves followers of Jesus Christ.  Do I care 



about the things our Lord cares about?  Do I do the kinds 
of things that Jesus did and continues to inspire?  How are 
others able to behold the Lord’s character in my 
character? 

 
25)  And people long to see the Lord’s character.  In the 12th 

chapter of John’s Gospel, some Greeks appear before 
Philip with a request.  “Sir we would like to see Jesus” 
(v21).  The answer is not, “He’ll be appearing next Friday 
at the Bayfront Auditorium on the Sea of Galilee.” 

 
26)  The best place to see Jesus is in the hearts, minds, and 

hands of his followers. 
 

27)  How about this for a statement, “Behold, Jesus is Lord 
and I am new because of it.”  Does this statement impact 
the way that you think about the world and the people in 
it?  Does it result in your life bearing Gospel fruit? 

 
28)  Oswald Chambers, in his book My Utmost for His 

Highest, says you should tell God that you are ready to be 
offered; then let the consequences be what they may.  God 
will prove to be all you ever dreamed God to be. 

 
29)  I encourage you not to consider whether you are of use to 

Jesus, but rather how you might be of use to Jesus.  We 
have a hymn tonight during the distribution of 
communion, We are marching in the light of God.  I hope 
that we are.  But I also know that there are too many 
people simply “milling around” in the light of Christ 



without any real intention to be offered.  Don’t make your 
theme song, “Just a slower walk with thee.” 

 
30)  Offer yourself.  Isaiah did.  Remember his call (Is. 6.8)?  

Presumably, God wasn’t even speaking directly to Isaiah.  
It appears God is casting about for a response:  Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?   

 
31)  Perhaps there was dead silence, similar to when church 

members are often asked the same question.  Finally, 
Isaiah speaks up, Here am I, send me.  

 
32)  There was no other response that seemed appropriate to 

Isaiah.  There he was in God’s presence, and he was 
moved to offer himself. 

 
33)  Therefore, I encourage you to respond to the call of God 

right where you are.  Don’t wait for a better offer, a better 
time, a more favorable season, a better deal.  Some of you 
may remember the phrase from the 1960s and 70s:  Bloom 
where you are planted.  Well, some folks never get around 
to blooming where they are planted, so they don’t take 
root anywhere. 

 
34)  Be excited.  Be creative.  Be supportive.  Be generous.  

Be available.  And, Be-hold!  And then take root in the 
wonderful and life-giving purposes of God. 

 
35)  Live in a state of expectancy, and give God some elbow 

room in which to work (paraphrase of Oswald Chambers, 
p25). 



 
36)  And as Thomas Merton said, believe that your desire to 

please God does in fact please God.   
 

37)  Give God something to work with through your very life, 
and you will become, like those first disciples, God’s 
partner in making things new. 

 
38)  Behold I make all things new is how God is quoted in the 

Book of Revelation, and throughout the rest of scripture 
there is plenty of evidence that God isn’t planning to do 
this alone.  The whole of Scripture indicates that God is 
saying, encouraging, inviting, and yes – even commanding 
– that we become an active partner in what God is doing in 
renewing the world, in making things new.  Hour by hour, 
day by day, year by year. 

 
39)  Philippians 2.4-5 says this:  Each of you should look not 

only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus.  How closely does your attitude align with 
Jesus’ attitude?  Think about it. 

 
40)  This work – this ministry – to which we are called is not 

always easy, not always joyful.  Sometimes, you’ll find 
yourself in tough circumstances in life and in ministry.  
And, on occasions you will find that in offering yourself 
for the sake of others, you will feel like broken bread and 
poured out wine.  And, I believe that there is no higher 
purpose for which to live. 

 



41)  Jesus, when thinking about the most important thing he 
might leave with the disciples before his Ascension, put it 
this way:  Feed my lambs.  Take care of my sheep.  Feed 
my sheep.  In other words, offer yourself for the sake of 
others and you will become an active partner with God in 
making things new.  

 
42)  Not always easy, no doubt.  But the Gospel by its very 

nature is demanding and thus requires our best, our all.  
And through it all, I am confident that you will find God to 
be everything that you ever dreamed God might be. 

 
43)  Revelation and call:  two partners in God’s unfolding 

work in the world to make all things new. 
 

44)  Behold!  The risen Christ is a seeking Christ.  He’s on the 
loose, and he’s looking for some folks to give him a hand.  
Be one.  As you wake each morning, begin with a simple 
prayer - “Here am I, send me.”  Amen.   

 
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  


