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God makes promises ... God keeps promises.

Of us, he asks that we love him with all our hearts, all our souls, and all our minds, and that 
we love our neighbors as ourselves. and the greatest way to learn how to love God and love 
our neighbor and lean on his promises is to hear and read God’s word.

the theme for Diocesan Council 2018 is from Deuteronomy 30:14 -

“The word is very near to you.”

this passage finds itself bookended in the torah between “assurance” and “decision.” 
God’s promise is that he will always be with us, through thick and thin, but the decision is 
ours to answer the call or not. to love the Lord our God. to walk in his ways. to obey his 
commandments. to choose life.

In this coming year, as a diocesan family, we will keep God’s word very near. we will engage 
in diocesan-wide bible readings and study, we will continue in our mission work locally and 
abroad, we will reach out in kindness and fellowship to all our neighbors, and we will worship 
together and walk as leaders in the way of the cross. we will continue to go this way, toward 
the Kingdom of God.

May God’s call for us, as the Diocese of west texas, be in our ears and our hearts as we come 
together to renew relationships and to step forward under new leadership. May his words of 
life be in our mouths as we spread the Kingdom beyond ourselves in each of our churches, 
our communities, and our ministries.

Come with open senses and open hearts, for God has promised his word will be found just 
there, so we may hold fast to it and continue to grow as Jesus’ witnesses.

Special Section: 114th Diocesan Council

@DioceseWestTX
#ReadtheWord

The 114th Annual Council of the D
iocese of W

est Texas  council-dw
tx.org

registration is open online for  

•	 Churches (clergy, delegates, alternates, 
clergy spouses)

•	 Individuals (visitors, volunteers)
•	 Childcare
•	 exhibitors
•	 youth in action 

Visit http://council-dwtx.org
registration will close on February 12. 

summary of Fees:
Clergy, Delegate, alternate   $165
   (Friday Luncheon and banquet included) 

Clergy spouse    $120
   (Friday breakfast, Luncheon, and banquet   
   included)

Visitor      $35
   (meals not included) 

thursday Commission for women’s $25  
   Ministries Luncheon  
thursday Christian education  $25
   Department working Luncheon
thursday Mission Churches Dinner $25
Friday bishops’ Luncheon  $30
Friday banquet ticket   $40
Childcare    $10
   ($10 per day per child)

Nominations & Voting: 

each year at Diocesan Council lay and clergy 
members are elected to various boards and 
committees. you can view the nominees for 
this year’s Council at http://council-dwtx.
org/business/nominations. the Council 
website also features the job descriptions 
along with the episcopal Church Canons and 
the Diocesan Canons that apply. Council 
will elect new members to the following 
governing bodies: 

•	 Officers of the Diocese
•	 executive board
•	 trustees of the episcopal Church  

Corporation
•	 trustees to tMI - the episcopal school  

of texas
•	 trustee to the university of the south - 

sewanee
•	 standing Committee
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Commission for women’s Ministry
honored women Luncheon  

the Commission for women’s Ministry Luncheon on 
thursday, February 22, at 11:15 a.m. will recognize and 
celebrate the nominated honored women from around 
the diocese. the luncheon will be held at the embassy 
suites hotel and Conference Center before Council 
convenes from 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. the cost is $25, 
but the luncheon is free of charge for all the nominees.

During a prayer service at Diocesan Council 2016, 
congregations were invited to begin praying for God to 
reveal to them the woman or women in their congregations who brought the “Joy of Christ” 
into their lives.

Names were gathered during the spring women’s Gathering 2017 at Camp Capers of the 
women chosen by their church families because of the many ways they exemplify the “Joy of 
Christ” in all that they do. 

the Commission for women’s Ministry is excited to welcome all to celebrate this special 
recognition for each honored woman. bishop brooke-Davidson will open the ceremony, and 
Patty brooke will be the speaker. register your attendance at the luncheon on the Council 
website at http://council-dwtx.org/sign-up/registration

“... for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10 (theme from Council 2016)

Council worship:

Council eucharist 
thursday, February 22, at 5:30 p.m. 
Veramendi salons a-e 
embassy suites hotel and Conference 
Center

this year, we will gather to worship at 
our annual Council eucharist on thursday 
evening at 5:30. Clergy are invited to vest, 
beginning at 5:00 in the san Marcos river 
room ab, purple stoles, please. bishop 
brooke-Davidson will preach, and bishop 
reed will celebrate.

banners:
bring your church’s banner and stand to 
Diocesan Council for the worship procession. 
you will receive more information on a specific 
location for the banners from st. andrew’s, 
seguin, a host church, in January.

Other worship Opportunities:
•	 Morning Prayer, Friday, February 23, at 

8:00 a.m. in the san Marcos river room
•	 Compline, Friday, February 23, following 

the Council banquet in the embassy suites 
atrium at 9:15 p.m.Christian educators working Luncheon

hosted by the Christian education Committee
thursday, February 22, 11:15 a.m.
Cost is $25/person
* register online at www.council-dwtx.org

•	 Priests, staff, and volunteers of adult, Children, youth, and Family Ministries are invited to 
participate and mingle with fellow church workers.

•	 Come meet, share, and learn over lunch with passionate Christian educators in your 
diocesan family. this year we are focusing on Formation across the Lifespan with an 
emphasis on adult Formation. adults are the primary educators of our youth and children; 
let’s ensure they have the tools to teach and model what it means to be a disciple of 
Christ. we also have new and exciting online resources to share for all ages. 

•	 Contact sarah Kates at sarah.kates@att.net, Christian education Committee Chair.

Mission Congregations’ Dinner
thursday, February 22, 7:30 p.m. at the rocky river Grille (inside the embassy suites)
Cost is $25/person
* register online at www.council-dwtx.org
holy spirit, san antonio, will once again host this event. although this Council event is billed 
for mission congregations only, we extend an invitation to smaller delegations that would like 
to share an evening in community with food and conversation. 

Clergy spouse breakfast
Friday, February 23, 7:45 a.m.
Included in Clergy spouse registration
the annual Clergy spouse breakfast will begin at 7:45 a.m. on Friday, February 23, in the 
embassy suites in Veramendi salon D. the cost is included in the Clergy spouse registration 
price. this is an opportunity for clergy spouses to gather for food and fellowship. we will also 
welcome our newest spouses to our community of DwtX Clergy spouses.

#readtheword

beginning at Diocesan Council 2018 and 
continuing throughout the year, you are 
invited to share the ways you see God’s word 
resonating with the hashtag #readtheword 
on social media. share and learn about 
personal and congregation journeys through 
the bible by interacting with diocesan 
members on Facebook, twitter, and 
Instagram.

together we will go “this way” toward the 
Kingdom. along the way, we will continue in 
our outreach efforts, being Jesus’ witnesses in 
our corners of the world. and we will return 
to his word, reading and holding fast to his 
promises.  
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throughout the three days of Council, the 
diocesan communications team will be 
updating the Council website with audio 
reports, news posts, pictures, and videos.

see
•	 Council eucharist sermon
•	 bishop’s address
•	 bishop suffragan’s report

hear
•	 Committee reports 
•	 bishop’s address
•	 bishop suffragan’s report
•	 Friday luncheon presentation by the 

rev. Canon Mark stevenson

read
•	 bishop’s address
•	 bishop suffragan’s report
•	 Nomination results
•	 resolutions
•	 Diocesan budget

also find on the “Go Green” page
•	 the Council agenda
•	 List of activities
•	 List of exhibits and their locations
•	 all the “Go Green” documents

Follow
•	 Facebook.com/DiocesewesttX
•	 Instagram - @DiocesewesttX
•	 twitter - @DiocesewesttX

bishops’ Luncheon

the rev. Canon e. Mark stevenson, Director of episcopal 
Migration Ministries (eMM), will join us at Diocesan 
Council as the keynote speaker for the bishops’ 
Luncheon on Friday, February 23. as director of eMM, 
he leads a dedicated team in executing a national 
program of refugee resettlement and related ministries 
in partnership with the u.s. government, affiliated local 
resettlement programs, and a developing network of 
communities and ecumenical organizations across the 
country. 

Previously, he served as Domestic Poverty Missioner for 
the episcopal Church, coordinating church-wide efforts 
in ministries of poverty alleviation. 

Prior to beginning his work on the denominational staff, Canon stevenson served as Canon to 
the Ordinary in the episcopal Diocese of Louisiana from august 2005 until september 2013. 
Following hurricane Katrina, Canon stevenson worked closely with the Diocese of Louisiana 
as well as local, regional, national and international leaders and groups to put into place 
the processes for effective relief ministry. since receiving his Master of Divinity degree from 
Nashotah house seminary in 2000, Canon stevenson has served as rector in two parishes: 
the Church of the annunciation in the heart of New Orleans and the Church of the Good 
shepherd in Maitland, Florida. 

A core ministry of the Jesus Movement and of The 
Episcopal Church, Episcopal Migration Ministries 
coordinates, administers, and engages a public-

private partnership to resettle and minister to 
refugees – those who have had to flee their homes 

because of war, violence, or persecution.

www.episcopalmigrationministries.org

episcopal Migration Ministries

eMM’s broad-based ministry among refugees 
is in the process of expanding to include 
communities and partners that do not resettle 
refugees at present. these networks include 
two tracks:
•	“Partners	in	Welcome”	are	Episcopal,	
ecumenical, or multi-faith institutions, 
organizations, or congregations who commit 
to long-term, sustainable organizing and 
action to support refugee resettlement and the 
broader movement for refugee welcome in 
the us. each year, these groups commit to a 
series of activities in partnership with episcopal 
Migration Ministries, while also developing 
their unique mission and ministry locally.
•	“Journey	to	Hope”	communities	enter	into	
a simpler one-year covenant relationship with 
episcopal Migration Ministries to learn about 
and support refugee resettlement ministry. 
this covenant can be reaffirmed annually as 
the relationship deepens, possibly leading to 
a Partners in welcome relationship.

eMM’s formal resettlement ministry is focused 
in four areas and works hand-in-hand with 22 
affiliate offices in 17 states and 20 dioceses:
•	A	program	of	education	and	engagement,	
providing training for affiliate offices, 
reporting stories of changed lives, and making 
presentations to dioceses, congregations, 
communities, and other groups. 
•	The	Reception	&	Placement	program,	
serving refugees during their first 90 days in 
the united states.
•	The	Matching	Grant	program,	an	intensive	
employment case management program 
which aims to have refugees fully employed 
and self-sufficient within 180 days of 
enrollment in the program as an alternative 
to public assistance.
•	The	Preferred	Communities	program,	an	
intensive medical and mental health case 
management program which serves refugees 
in particular communities across the united 
states that are able to care for such special 
health needs.

@DioceseWestTX
#ReadtheWord



10 www.dwtx.org

Th
e 

11
4t

h 
An

nu
al

 C
ou

nc
il 

of
 t

he
 D

io
ce

se
 o

f 
W

es
t 

Te
xa

s 
 c

ou
nc

il-
dw

tx
.o

rg

A new mission partnership
the rt. rev. David bailey, who serves as the 
bishop of Navajoland, pictured above with 
bishops brooke-Davidson and reed, visited 
the Diocese of west texas in early December 
to discuss the beginnings of a new mission 
partnership. the first exploratory mission trip 
to Navajoland is scheduled for april 2018.

bishop bailey will speak at Diocesan Council, 
giving a brief presentation on the episcopal 
Church in Navajoland, the people and 
the culture, and some thoughts on our 
developing partnership.

the Navajo reservation, located in utah, 
arizona, and New Mexico - the Four Corners 
region in the southwest united states - spans 
27,000 square miles. the episcopal Church 
in Navajoland comprises 1,000 members in 
11 congregations, two as home churches. 

the episcopal Church has had a presence 
in Navajoland since 1894, when the church 
opened an eye clinic to respond to the 
health needs of the Navajo. the episcopal 
Church eventually opened an orphanage, as 
well. 

bishop bailey and a couple of Navajo 
seminarians that will travel with him will 
also have a booth in the exhibit area near 
the Department of world Mission. Please 
visit and learn more about this developing 
partnership.

youth in action:

youth In action (February 23-25) is entering 
its ninth year of service. Like Diocesan 
Council, this event has become a time of 
reunion, renewal, and youth business. that 
business is joining us and reaching out to our 
community in love, as the hands and feet of 
Jesus Christ.

Online registration is open until Feb. 16.

https://council-dwtx.org/ 
youth-in-action

Online you can find:
•	 youth registration form $35/youth
•	 sponsor registration form $35/sponsor
•	 Liability and medical release forms
•	 Deadline to submit forms is Monday, 

February 12.
•	 each church must send 1 sponsor per 5 

youth
•	 Payment is required at the time of 

registration
•	 the event is expected to fill quickly with 

room for 75 youth and 25 sponsors

Location and Contacts:
the hosting congregation for yIa 2018 is st. 
John’s, New braunfels, and the headquarters 
for youth in action will be at st. Mark’s, san 
Marcos (3039 ranch road 12; san Marcos, 
tX 78666). Primary Contacts are sue 
hardaway (suegroovy@hotmail.com), the 
rev. ripp hardaway (ripp@stjohnsnb.com), 
or Laura K McGrew, Camps and Conferences 
administrator (laura.kean@dwtx.org).

Mission Projects:
•	 Projects for youth In action 2018 will be 

varied. we will assist several non-profits 
serving south texas, including the head 
start program in san Marcos.

•	 as projects are confirmed, they will be 
announced on the Council website: 
council-dwtx.org/youth-in-action

A Story Portrait
sam Carter Gilliam brought a church lady 
to Diocesan Council a few years back: Mrs. 
barrington, cradle episcopalian, steeped in 
tradition, suspicious, and fearful of change. 
you may be relieved to know that Mrs. 
barrington will not be returning to Council 
this year. so is she. 

however, sam has been invited to bring 
another woman to Council: the samaritan 
woman at the well, from the Gospel of John.  
Many of us know her well, or at least we 
think we do. her story has been told many 
times, but there’s a good chance you’ve 
never heard her tell it. beneath the surface 
and in the spaces between the lines, secrets 
live. and there, what has been silenced 
yearns to be heard. 

a member of actors’ equity association, the 
professional union for stage actors, sam’s 
career in the theatre and arts education 
spans over 40 years. In addition to theatrical 
ventures, sam writes her own material. she 
presents for educational venues and diverse 
religious gatherings, such as adult formation 
classes, spiritual retreats, workshops, and 
worship services. Most dear to her heart is a 
collection of original works inspired by the 
women of the bible. her “story portraits” 
have been performed throughout the us.  
 
sam will perform a “story portrait” of the 
samaritan woman at the well on saturday, 
February 24, at this year’s Diocesan Council.  
and secrets will be told!

The enduring challenge, then, is to inhabit 
these beloved stories anew, stretching 

imaginations, growing capacities that move 
beyond assumptions and into the light of 

possibility. The Word LIVES, after all.Ph
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