
RESOLUTION 1-2018 
On the Diocesan Budget 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution 7-2017 authorized a special Task Force on the Budget to examine all 
sources of funding for diocesan ministry and consider the process by which the annual budget 
is created and the ways by which new initiatives are funded. The Task Force was also to 
examine the work of entities that have impact upon the financial resources of the Diocese 
including the Episcopal Church Corporation in West Texas, the Episcopal Church Foundation in 
West Texas and the Diocesan Development Steering Committee.; and 

WHEREAS, the Budget Task Force believes that further detailed study and investigation is 
needed to examine and restructure as necessary, subject to approval of the Executive Board, 
the Diocesan Budget to reflect, communicate and support the mission priorities of the Diocese 
by: clarifying those priorities; assessing current program funding for alignment with priorities; 
developing a narrative budget from the line item budget detail; and reviewing and evaluating 
current apportionment calculations; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 114th Council of the Diocese of West Texas calls on the Executive Board at 
its Spring Meeting to create the following Ad Hoc Committees with timelines for each 
committee to report its recommendations to the Executive Board. 

o Ad Hoc Committee on Budget Priorities 
o Ad Hoc Committee on a Narrative Budget 
o Ad Hoc Committee on Apportionment 

 

Submitted by:  Special Task Force on the Diocesan Budget 

  



RESOLUTION 2-2018 
Examination of Local Option Line 1a and Line 1b 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution 7-2017 authorized a special Task Force on the Budget to 
examine the local church option “Line 1a and 1b” in effect pursuant to Resolution 2-
2007, passed at the 103rd Diocesan Council, in conjunction with review of General 
Convention Resolution D013, regarding mandatory diocesan assessments, passed in 
2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Council of Advice was assembled at the direction of Bishop Reed on 
September 14, 2017 to examine the local church option of designating a percentage of 
a congregation’s apportionment to Line 1a, The Episcopal Church USA, or Line 1b, 
Ministries Outside the Diocese; and 

 
WHEREAS, this Council of Advice consisted of clergy and lay leaders from 21 churches 
with wide-ranging perspectives and responses to the Line 1a and 1b option, and was 
facilitated by an outside professional, who led the gathering in a thorough 
consideration of Line 1a and 1b; and 

 
WHEREAS, following the Council of Advice, the Budget Task Force concluded: that 
some congregations now support Line 1b for reasons unrelated to General Convention 
decisions regarding human sexuality, including a perceived lack of transparency in The 
Episcopal Church budget and a desire to support diocesan World Mission work that a 
misconception exists that the World Mission Department is dependent on Line 1b 
funding; that many people in our churches have little or no awareness or 
understanding of Line 1a and 1b, or why it was enacted; and that withholding money in 
protest is not an effective way to engage the larger Church regarding its budget and 
mission priorities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of Advice further expressed hope that Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry’s visit to our diocese last summer, and his consistent message of 
evangelism, reconciliation and the Jesus Movement give West Texas new 
opportunities to be more fully a partner in the mission of the larger Church; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Budget Task Force determined that this diocesan family, as evidenced 
by the Council of Advice, remains not of one mind at this time regarding the 
elimination of the designation option of 1a and 1b; therefore, be it 

  



RESOLVED, that this 114th Council of the Diocese of West Texas calls on the Executive 
Board to: 

 

1. Encourage and promote congregational inclusion of the Presiding 
Bishop in the prayers of the people; 

2. Identify, encourage, and promote additional ways for our Bishops 
and other diocesan leaders to intentionally work to develop loving 
and mutually fruitful relationships with leadership of the larger 
Church that contribute to open and effective communication in times 
of agreement as well as disagreement; and, encourage members of 
our diocese to actively participate in committee and leadership roles 
with the larger Church; 

3. Create and implement methods of informing and educating the 
members of our diocese and congregations that withholding money 
in protest is not an effective way to engage with your congregation 
and the larger Church regarding its budget and mission priorities; 

4. Create and implement methods of informing and educating the 
members of our diocese and congregations about the mission, 
ministry, and work of the Church at the national level; and 

5. Continue consideration of and discussion regarding removal of local 
church option line 1a and 1b.  

 

Submitted by:  Special Task Force on the Diocesan Budget 

 

  



RESOLUTION 3-2018 
Initial Response to General Convention Resolution D013 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution 7-2017 authorized a special Task Force on the Budget to examine the 
local church option “Line 1a and 1b” in effect pursuant to Resolution 2-2007, passed at the 
103rd Diocesan Council, in conjunction with review of General Convention Resolution D013, 
regarding mandatory diocesan assessments, passed in 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the Budget Task force recommended to the Episcopal Church Corporation in West 
Texas the creation of a new fund to be held in the Episcopal Church Foundation in West Texas 
to help provide an income stream for The Episcopal Church’s mandatory diocesan assessment 
beginning in 2019, which could distribute an annual amount to the Operating Budget without 
negatively impacting the current Operating Budget; and 

WHEREAS, the Episcopal Church Corporation in West Texas has unanimously approved this 
recommendation, establishing the DWTX-TEC Fund to provide an income stream to assist in 
paying the mandatory diocesan assessment, with initial funding from a 4% annual distribution 
of the year-end balance of the Bartberger Fund and the Emergency Fund; and 

WHEREAS, the Episcopal Church Corporation in West Texas has adopted a policy to increase the 
corpus of the DWTX-TEC Fund by a tithe of the net proceeds of any future diocesan properties 
that are sold; a tithe of future unrestricted gifts to the Diocese; and a tithe of all future 
restricted gifts to the Diocese, with the approval of the donor; and 

WHEREAS, this diocese, through the Bishop’s office and the Finance office, has responded in a 
timely manner to requests from The Episcopal Church’s Executive Council for reports and 
information regarding plans to move toward meeting the mandatory diocesan assessment, and 
has further issued invitations to members of the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church to 
meet with us; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 114th Council of the Diocese of West Texas give thanks to the Trustees of 
the Episcopal Church Corporation in West Texas for the creation of the DWTX-TEC Fund to help 
provide an additional income stream for the mandatory diocesan assessment and encourage 
the Bishop and appropriate diocesan staff to continue to seek dialogue with the Executive 
Council of The Episcopal Church. 

 

Submitted by:  Special Task Force on the Diocesan Budget 

  



RESOLUTION 4-2018 
On Stewardship 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution 7-2017 authorized the special Task Force to study the quantity and 
quality of stewardship education in the churches including the most effective practices in use 
and to also study the effectiveness and clarity of diocesan communication regarding faithful 
stewardship and the annual budget, and 

WHEREAS, the Task Force recommends that effective stewardship includes two-way 
accountability including in-person training and education and should include the development 
of a measurement and tracking system along with a communication plan for congregations; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 114th Council of the Diocese of West Texas refer to the Department of 
Stewardship for further study and action: the expansion of stewardship education and 
programs; the strengthening of communication and mutual accountability regarding 
stewardship between the diocese and congregations; the continued development of Abide in 
Me X (June 9, 2018) as a stewardship conference; and the improvement of the measurement 
and tracking system for congregational stewardship, including local communication plans; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Council urges the clergy and lay leaders of our diocese to hear in the 
Budget Task Force report a clear call for a renewed emphasis on serious and intentional 
stewardship teaching and practice, including in the areas of the biblical tithe, proportionate 
giving and planned giving; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Council call on our Bishop to use his pastoral and teaching offices to 
persuade our clergy and congregations to actively participate in opportunities to grow in their 
understanding and practice of stewardship, including by attendance at Abide in Me X, for the 
sake of the life and ministries of our churches and our diocese. 

 

Submitted by:  Special Task Force on the Diocesan Budget 

 

  



RESOLUTION 5-2018 
Admitting Grace Episcopal Church, San Antonio 

As a Parish in the Diocese of West Texas 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the communicants of Grace Episcopal Church, situated in San Antonio in the County 
of Bexar, State of Texas, have expressed their desire to change their status of mission to that of 
parish,  

AND WHEREAS, the Vicar, Bishop’s Committee, and members have met all the requirements to 
achieve such change, 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that this 114th Annual Diocesan Council grant parish status to Grace 
Episcopal Church, San Antonio.  

 
Submitted by:  Committee on the Status of Parishes and Missions 
  



RESOLUTION 6-2018 
Submission of a Resolution to General Convention Regarding Inclusion of a 

Hymn in Honor of Dr. Artemisia Bowden 
 

WHEREAS, Dr. Artemisia Bowden was recognized by The Episcopal Church at the 78th General 
Convention in 2015 as a Holy Woman and is now included in the Church's Calendar of 
Commemorations on August 18; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Bowden came to this diocese in 1902 upon the call of Bishop James Steptoe 
Johnston to head a school for the daughters and granddaughters of former slaves, which later 
became St. Philip's College, a Historically Black College; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Bowden became known as "the Savior of St. Philip's" through her determined 
and tireless work to keep the school open during the Great Depression when the diocese could 
no longer afford financial support; and 

WHEREAS, as part of this work, Dr. Bowden instituted several student musical quartets to travel 
the United States to generate funds to keep St. Philip's doors open; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution A060 of the 78th General Convention empowers the Congregational 
Song Task Force of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to "further the mission of 
The Episcopal Church by enlivening and invigorating congregational song through the 
development of a variety of musical resources; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this, the 114th Council of the Diocese of West Texas, affirms that it is most 
appropriate that a hymn honoring Dr. Bowden be developed by students and faculty of St. 
Philip's College to be used in the hymnody of The Episcopal Church; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Council directs the Secretary of the Diocese to submit a Resolution, 
including a draft of the hymn composed by members of the St. Philip's College community, to 
the appropriate legislative bodies of The Episcopal Church, including specifically, the 
Congregational Song Task Force, and request that General Convention 2018 accept such a 
hymn. 

 
Submitted by:  Union of Black Episcopalians (UBE), Artemisia Bowden Chapter 
 


