
Resolution 2-2018 
Examination of Local Option Line 1a and Line 1b 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution 7-2017 authorized a special Task Force on the Budget to examine the 
local church option “Line 1a and 1b” in effect pursuant to Resolution 2-2007, passed at the 
103rd Diocesan Council, in conjunction with review of General Convention Resolution D013, 
regarding mandatory diocesan assessments, passed in 2015; and 

WHEREAS, a Council of Advice was assembled at the direction of Bishop Reed on September 14, 
2017 to examine the local church option of designating a percentage of a congregation’s 
apportionment to Line 1a, The Episcopal Church USA, or Line 1b, Ministries Outside the 
Diocese; and  

WHEREAS, this Council of Advice consisted of clergy and lay leaders from 21 churches with 
wide-ranging perspectives and responses to the Line 1a and 1b option, and was facilitated by an 
outside professional, who led the gathering in a thorough consideration of Line 1a and 1b; and 

WHEREAS, following the Council of Advice, the Budget Task Force concluded: that some 
congregations now support Line 1b for reasons unrelated to General Convention decisions 
regarding human sexuality, including a perceived lack of transparency in The Episcopal Church 
budget and a desire to support diocesan World Mission work;  that a misconception exists that 
the World Mission Department is dependent on Line 1b funding; that many people in our 
churches have little or no awareness or understanding of Line 1a and 1b, or why it was enacted; 
and that withholding money in protest is not  an effective way to engage the larger Church 
regarding its budget and mission priorities; and 

WHEREAS, the Council of Advice further expressed hope that Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s 
visit to our diocese last summer, and his consistent message of evangelism, reconciliation and 
the Jesus Movement give West Texas new opportunities to be more fully a partner in the 
mission of the larger Church; and  

WHEREAS, the Budget Task Force determined that this diocesan family, as evidenced by the 
Council of Advice, remains not of one mind at this time regarding the elimination of the 
designation option of 1a and 1b; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 114th Council of the Diocese of West Texas calls on the Executive Board to 
create an ad hoc committee to address effective ways for our diocesan Bishop and other 
diocesan leaders to communicate disagreement with decisions of the larger Church in 
meaningful and constructive ways.  

 

 


