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Morning Devotions & the Commissioning of Youth 

 

Saturday, February 24          9:00 a.m. 

 
Opening Sentences 

 
Leader:   This day belongs to the LORD!  

 People:   Let’s celebrate and be glad today. 
 
 
A Portion of Psalm 119 (CEV) 
 
Our LORD, you bless everyone who lives right and obeys your Law. 

You bless those who follow your commands from deep in their hearts. 
Thinking about your commands will keep me from doing foolish things. 

I will do right and praise you by learning to respect your perfect laws. 
 Young people can live a clean life by obeying your word. 
 With my own mouth, I tell others the laws that you have spoken. 
 Obeying your instruction brings as much happiness as being rich. 
 I will study your teachings and follow your footsteps. 
 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

An Ember Day collect for all Christians in our callings 

Almighty and everlasting God, by your Spirit govern all your faithful people and make us 
holy. We pray that you will receive our heartfelt prayers for all members of your holy 
Church.  Grant that as we live out our calling and exercise our ministry, we passionately 
and patiently serve you and our neighbors; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 
 



 Collect for Education 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom: Enlighten by your Holy Spirit those who teach 
and those who learn, that, rejoicing in the knowledge of your truth, they may worship 
you and serve you from generation to generation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Council 
 
O Lord our God, as we begin the final hours of this diocesan Council, we pray that your 
Holy Spirit might stir us up. Open our eyes and ears, and awaken hope, that we might 
do the work of the day with joy and expectation. Give us grace to wait patiently upon 
you in the tremendous and the tedious, in the miraculous and the mundane, in the 
daring and the daunting. In the words we hear, may we hear your voice; in the ministries 
we see, may we glimpse your kingdom; in the dreams and challenges presented, may 
we hear you calling us to come and follow. And as we commission and send out these 
young disciples, may our hearts be full of gratitude for their example of joyful service, 
and for the calling we all share in your Son Jesus Christ. And it’s in his Name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 
 
 This commandment that I’m commanding you today isn’t too much for you, it’s not out 
of your reach. It’s not on a high mountain—you don’t have to get mountaineers to climb 
the peak and bring it down to your level and explain it before you can live it. And it’s not 
across the ocean—you don’t have to send sailors out to get it, bring it back, and then 
explain it before you can live it. No. The word is right here and now—as near as the 
tongue in your mouth, as near as the heart in your chest. Just do it! 

(The Message) 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Commissioning of the Youth 
 

The young people and their sponsors stand before the Bishop, who says 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus: We are all baptized by the one Spirit into one 
Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for the common good. Our purpose now 
is to commission these persons in the Name of God, and of this diocese, to this ministry 
for which they are gathered and sent. 
 
Will you, the members of this Council assembled, affirm this calling and send them out 
to do the work our Lord sets before them this day? 
 
The Council responds     We will. 
 



Will you be mindful of their example, taking heart from their desire to serve the world in 
Christ’s Name? 
 
The Council responds     We will, with God’s help. 
 
The Bishop asks the young people 
 
Will you who are being sent do your work to the best of your abilities, trusting in the joy 
of the Lord which is your strength? 
 
The young people respond     We will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all those you meet, welcoming strangers, encouraging 
one another, and practicing patience and kindness and compassion with all? 
 
The young people respond     We will, with God’s help. 
 
Are you ready to go, in the Name of Christ? 
 
The young people respond     Here we are. Send us! 
 
The bishop says Let us pray. 

 
Heavenly Father, your beloved Son came to serve, not to be served, and in the 

offering of his life, destroyed death and opened to us the way of eternal life: Bless these 
persons whom you have called to follow in his steps. Strengthen them with your Holy 
Spirit, that they may cheerfully work together for the good, sharing by word and example 
the Good News with all they meet. May their energy and excitement for this ministry 
renew in us a desire to serve. When evening comes, may they rest from their labors in 
the assurance that they have served well, and in the comfort of the fellowship of your 
Church. We ask this for the love of him who loves us and gave his life for the life of the 
world, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
May Almighty God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—who has given you the desire 

to do this work, bless you with the grace and strength to accomplish it. 
 
And now, go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

  


