
 

 

Chapter 21: Rebuilding the Walls 

DVD Teaching Notes: as you watch this segment, 
use this outline to record anything that stands out 
to you. 

 

 

Three Building Projects 

 

 

 

Hearing the Word of God 

 

 

 

Obeying the Word of God 

 

 

 

Malachi points forward 

  

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Nehemiah, Chapter 8 (CEV) 
1-2 On the first day of the seventh month,[a]the people came together in the 
open area in front of the Water Gate. Then they asked Ezra, who was a 
teacher of the Law of Moses, to read to them from this Law that 
the LORD had given his people. Ezra the priest came with the Law and stood 
before the crowd of men, women, and the children who were old enough to 
understand. 3 From early morning till noon, he read the Law of Moses to 
them, and they listened carefully.  
5 Ezra was up on the high platform, where he could be seen by everyone, 
and when he opened the book, they all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the 
great LORD God, and the people shouted, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed 
with their faces to the ground and worshiped the LORD. 
7-8 After this, the Levites went among the people, explaining the meaning of 
what Ezra had read. 
9 The people started crying when God’s Law was read to them. Then 
Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher, and the Levites who 
had been teaching the people all said, “This is a special day for 
the LORD your God. So don’t be sad and don’t cry!” 
10 Nehemiah told the people, “Enjoy your good food and wine and share 
some with those who didn’t have anything to bring. Don’t be sad! This is a 
special day for the LORD, and he will make you happy and strong.” 
11 The Levites encouraged the people by saying, “This is a sacred day, so 
don’t worry or mourn!” 12 When the people returned to their homes, they 
celebrated by eating and drinking and by sharing their food with those in 
need, because they had understood what had been read to them. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+8&version=CEV#fen-CEV-10714a�


DVD Discussion    

Randy Frazee (the narrator) noted that throughout The Story (the Bible), God calls his people to (1) refocus on God; (2) 
re-center on his plan for our lives, (3) remember who God is, and (4) rebuild our relationship with God. Tell about what 
you have learned in a Bible study that you have participated in about one of these four themes. 

 

Nehemiah, the governor, not only prayed hard, but he worked hard, rebuilding the walls and Jerusalem. How have you 
seen this balance in Nehemiah’s life (or the life of another person, since you may not have read this material before)? 
What is the danger of praying hard but not working hard? What situations in the world today come to mind? What are 
some possible consequences of working hard but forgetting to pray. 

 

 

 

As the people were seeking to rebuild their relationship with God, they got very serious about reading the Bible.  They 
even had a team of people available to help everyone understand the meaning of God’s word.  In what ways can we 
help the next generation learn to know, love, and follow the teachings of the Bible (in our homes and churches or 
otherwise)? 

 

 

 

Malachi was the last prophet of the Old Testament. He challenged people to give God their first and best, not their last 
and leftovers (Mal. 1:6-10;  3:6-12). What are some ways we give God our leftovers rather than our first and best? 
Why is it so important that we give God the first and best of all that we have?  What are some examples of how we can 
do this? 

 

 

 

When the people of God heard the Word of God read and had it explained to them, they moved into action.  In this case, 
they reestablished the feast of tabernacles. Tell of a time you read the Bible and were quickly moved to action because 
of what God taught you. 

 


