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A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Nehemiah, Chapter 8 (CEV) 
1-2 On the first day of the seventh month, the people came together in the open area in 
front of the Water Gate. Then they asked Ezra, who was a teacher of the Law of Moses, 
to read to them from this Law that the LORD had given his people. Ezra the priest came 
with the Law and stood before the crowd of men, women, and the children who were old 
enough to understand. 3 From early morning till noon, he read the Law of Moses to 
them, and they listened carefully.  

5 Ezra was up on the high platform, where he could be seen by everyone, and when he 
opened the book, they all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the great LORD God, and the people 
shouted, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed with their faces to the ground and worshiped 
the LORD. 

7-8 After this, the Levites went among the people, explaining the meaning of what Ezra 
had read. 

9 The people started crying when God’s Law was read to them. Then Nehemiah the 
governor, Ezra the priest and teacher, and the Levites who had been teaching the 
people all said, “This is a special day for the LORD your God. So don’t be sad and don’t 
cry!” 

10 Nehemiah told the people, “Enjoy your good food and wine and share some with 
those who didn’t have anything to bring. Don’t be sad! This is a special day for 
the LORD, and he will make you happy and strong.” 

11 The Levites encouraged the people by saying, “This is a sacred day, so don’t worry or 
mourn!” 12 When the people returned to their homes, they celebrated by eating and 
drinking and by sharing their food with those in need, because they had understood 
what had been read to them. 

Let us pray: 

 
 



For a Church Convention 
 
 Almighty and everlasting Father, you have given the Holy Spirit to abide with us 
for ever: Bless, we pray, with his grace and presence, our bishop Gary, our other 
bishops and clergy, and the laity now assembled in your Name, that your Church, being 
preserved in true faith and godly discipline, may fulfill all the mind of him who loved it 
and gave himself for it, your Son Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
For the Unity of the Church 
 

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples 
that they might be one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound 
together in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that 
the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Augustine of Hippo 
 
Let your Scriptures be my chaste delight…O Lord, perfect me and reveal those pages to 
me! See, your voice is my joy. Give me what I love… 
May the inner secrets of your words be laid open to me when I knock. 
This I beg by our Lord Jesus Christ in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge (Col 2:3) These are the treasures I seek in your books. 

– St. Augustine, Confessions, bk 11, ch 2, nos 2-4 

 
Additional Intercession and Thanksgivings 
 
 And now, gathering up all our desires and hopes for this Council and for our 
lives, let us pray as our Savior Christ has taught us: 
 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven… 
 


